Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



m.nEe£AneHUBiune> 




■V 






I 



THE 



BExtrriEs 



HEISTERFIEI^D, 



- V- ■ • 

COflSXSTIVG OF 



SSIkEptlONf FROM HIS WORKS. 

lY AlipKED HOWARD, ESQ. 









dkrt . « -r '4 



FOURTH AMERICAN i;Dl'Blfl*rV *^ - "l 






9 



■* ^ 



BOSTON : 

PUBLTSHED BY CHARLES EWEB, 

No. 141 WathingtoQ Street. 

1831. 



742682 A 

ASTOR. LENOX AND 

TILX>£N FOUNDATI6M3 

H 1934 L 



■ • • • * • . • • , 






•• • 



••< 



COKTEBTTfii. 



■liMi in thB noiJt Sei, . 



iMlRndciiSra, ATI 



%ii«, . . . 
lud E ve Glaaei, 

r of Education, . 



en aod a«nt]enea8 ougfal to be combiDod, 

bUp, 

Brmding', 

Cmnpasj, 



Uj|£ MAa«iAj««»'} 



^ nurvuuescsau 

tiethod, . . 

:Jharacter of Montesquieu. . . • i, • «• 

Characters of the Dukes of Ormond and MariDoi 

Party-Spirit. 

Passionate reople, , 

Pedantry, • • • 

Satire on pensioned Peers, 

Perfection to be aimed at, 

ITie FoUy of Persecution, 

The Danger of Platonic Attachment, ^. 

The trueEnioyment of Pleasure, .... 

Religion and Morality, . •,••.•••* 
Character of the Earl of Scarborough, . . . 

S^-Conversation, . 

OntheEmpioymientofTime, 

Tolerance, 

Vanity, • 

The minor Vhtues, 

Voltaire and Louis XIV., 

C»MB!rtCTofSirIui)crtWaipoie, • • • • 
Character of BIr.Pultency, 



CHESTERFIELD. 



ABSENCE OF MIND. 



What is commonly called an absent man^ 
is commonly either a very weak, or a very af- 
fected man : but, be he which he will, he is, I 
am sure, a very disagreeable man in company. 
He fails in all the common offices of civility ; 
he seems not to know those people to<day, with 
whom yesterday he appeared to live in intima- 
cy. He takes no part in the general conversa- 
tion ; but, on the contrary, breaks into it, from 
time to time, with some start of his own, as if 
he waked froci a dream. TJiis (as I said be- 
fore) is a sure indication citlier of a mind so 
weak that it is not able to bear above one 
object at a thne ; or so affected, that it would 
be supposed to be wholly engrossed by, and 
directed to some very great and important 
objects. Sir Isaac Newton, Mr. Locke, and 
(it may be) five or sLx more, since the creation 
of the world, may have had a right to absence, 
from that intense thought which tbe things they 
were investigating required. But if a young 
man, and a man of the world, who Vv.^^ wci ^QlOci. 
avocations to plead, will claim ^iv^ e"Xftx<i\^^ ^^ 
1* 
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■wtbatbedoeanottliinkiiMwattlihi* m 
tioD. Bendea, eu mn dNMnt nwo inak« 
tbMmtioH npoD the' duineton, cwtoma 
maBoen of the compeDj ? No. He nu 
ia the beat'coD^uiee iU his lifttime (if 
will kdmit bim, wliich, if I wen they, I v 
mA), md Derdr lie one jot the wker. 1 1 
will (unneree with sn Bbeent man; one 
aa well talk to a (leaf one. It ie, in tni 
practical blonder, ta address oimelvea to t 
who, we Ece' pleinl]!, neither hears, minde 
underetaudBOi. Moreover, I aver, that nc 
is, in anj degree, fit for either busiDeBB or 
versatifBi, who cannot, and does not, direc 
command hie attention to the present objei 
that what it will. 



Yon have oft^n seen, and I have as 
made yon observe, L**'e dietingoished ine 
tioB uid awkwardness. Wrapped up, li 
L^tntan, in intense thought, and, pos 
■onetimee in no thonght at all (which, I be 
ig>ery often the caae with absent peopli 
doevDot kaow hie most inthnate acquaim 
ky aight, or aniwera them as if he we 
MOSS poipOBes, He leaves his hat in one i 
hk sword inanother. and would leave his < 



\dm for his parts, learning, and virtu< 
he soul of me, I cannot love him in 



INDISPENSABLE ACCOMPLISHM: 

I here subjoin a list of all those : 
>mamental accomplishments (without 
lan living can either please, ^r ri 
r'orld), which hitherto I fear you 
:hich only require your care and at 
ossess. 

To speak elegantly, whatever lang 
)eak in ; without which nobody will 
ith ploasure, and consequently you v 
' very little purpos?. 

An agreeable and distinct •^locutic 
it which nobody will hear you with 
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I genteel carriage and gidceful moticHis, 
i the air of P.man of fashion. A good ('%an- 
ar-master, with some care on your part, and 
le imitation of those who excel, will soon 
]g this about. 

To be extremely clean in your person, and 
fectly well dressed, aocording to the fash- 
, be that what it will. Your negligence of 
ss, while you were a school-boy, was par- 
lable, but would not be so now. 
Jpon the whole, take it for granted, that, 
bout these accomplishments, all you know, 
all you can do, will avail very little. 



AFFECTATION IN THE MALE SEX. 

kfonsieur de la Rochefoucault very -justly 
erves, tliat people are never ridiculous from 
ir real, but from their affected characters : 
Y cannot help being what they are, but they 
help attempting to appear what they are 
A hump-back is by no meaDs ridiculous, 
3ss it be under a fine coat ; nor a weak un- 
standing, unless it assumes the lustre and 
unents of a bright one. Good nature con- 
Is and pities the inevitable defects of body 
oind, but is not obliged to treat acquired 
3 with the least indulgence. Those who 
lid pass upon the world talents which 
r have not, are as guilty, in the common 
rse of society, as those who, in the way of 
le, would put off false money, knowing it to 
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tenderness and benignity of heart, 
endear them to us, either to anim 
or soothe our sorrows ; but how ai 
ged, and how shocking do they bt 
the rage of ambition, or the pride 
\ agitates and swells those breasts, 
V love, friendship, and tender care, si 
Let Flavia be their model, who, 
could support any character, ass 
never misled by fancy or vanity, 
singly by reason ; whatever she s 
is the manifest result of a happy ni 
good understanding ; though she k 
ever women ought, and, it may be, 
they are required to know, she c( 
superiority she has, with as much ca 
take to display the superiority the; 
she conforms herself to the turn of 
ny she is in, but in a way of rathe 
to be distanced, than desiring to tal 
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those whe only a^ect to be 8o. As her good 
breeding proceeds jointly from good nature 
and good sedle, the former inclines her to 
oblige, ai& the latter shows her the easiest and 
best way of doing it Woman's beauty, like 
man's wit, is generally fatal to the owners, 
unless directed by a judgment which seldom 
accompanies a great degree of either : her 
beanty seems but the proper and decent lodging 
fox such a mind ; slie knows the true value of 
it, §Lnd, far from thinking that it authorizes im- 
pertinence and coquetry, it redoubles her care 
to avoid those errors, Uiat ore its usual atten- 
dants. Thus she not only unites in herself 
all the advantages of body and mind, but even 
reconciles contradictions in others ; for she is 
loved and esteemed, though envied by all. 



▲PDITIONAL RiniARKS ON AFFECTATION. 

Most people complain of Fortune, few of Na- 
ture ; and the kinder they tliink the latter has 
been to them, the more they murmur at what 
they call the iTijustice of the former. 

Why Iiave not I the riches, the rank, the 
power, of such and such ? is the conmion expos- 
tulation with Fortune : but why have not I the 
merit, the talents, tJic wit, or the beauty, of 
such and such others ? is a reproach rarely or 
never made to Nature. 

The trutli is, that Nature, seldom profuse, 
and seldom niggard] v, has cititributed her gi^Xe 
3 ^ 



*^ hucic cue |n/u3uuiuiyy ii i may use mac 
intic word, many Bac9iis, Lockes, Newti 
(Bsars, Cromwells, and Marlborougha, at 
ough tail, behind cunters, and, perhi 
ren among the nobility ; but the soil must 
iltivated, and the seasons favourable, for 
uit to have all its spirit and flavour. 

If sometimes our common parent has b 
little partial, and not kept the scales qi 
ren ; if one preponderates too much, we thi 
ito the lighter a due counterpoise cf var 
hich never fails to set all right Henc< 
ippens, that hardly any one man would, w 
It resen'e, and in every particular, cha: 
ith any otlier. 

Though an are thus satisfied with the 
nisations of Nature, how few listen to 
»ice ! how few follow her as a guide ! 
in she points out to us the plain and dii 
Ky to truth; vanity, fancy, affectation, 
shion, assume her shape, and wind us thro 
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itation 18 the only source, and at the same 
the only justifiable object, of ridicule, 
nan whatsoevery be his pretensions what 
win, has a natural right to be ridiculous : 
an acquired right, and not to be acquired 
lat some industry ; which, perhaps, is the 
m why 80 many people are so jealous and 
:ioas of it. Even some people's vices are 
aeir own, but affected and adopted, though 
B same time unenjoyed, in hopes of shining 
ose fashionable societies, where the repu- 
a of certain vices gives lustre. In thest 
I, the execution is commonly as awkward 
e deugn is absurd ; and the ridicule equals 
o^uilL 

his calls to my mind a thing that really 
ened not many years ago. A young fel- 
of some rank and fortune, just let loose 
the university, resolved, in order to make 
ure in the world, to assume the shining 
&cter of, what he called, a rake. By way 
aming the rudiments of his intended pro- 
on, he frequented the theatres, where he 
often drunk, and always noisy. Being 
night at the representation of that most 
rd play, the lAhtrHne destroyed^ he was so 
tned with tlie profligacy of the hero of the 
;, that, to the edification of the audience, 
wore many oaths that he would be the 
tine destroyed. A discreet friend of his, 
sat by him, kindJy represented to him, 
to be the liherHne was a laudable design, 



a iDsisted upon being the libertine, and 
oyed Probably he was so; at least 
esumption is in his favour. There are, I 
rsuaded, so many cases of this nature, t 
* my own part, I would desire no greater f 
vards the reformation of manners for 
xt twenty years than that our people she 
ve no vices but their own. 
The blockhead, who affects wisdom, beca 
ture has given him dulness, becomes hdi 
IS only by his adopted character ; whei 
might have stagnated unobserved in his 
e mud, or perhaps have engrossed de< 
Jected shells, and studied heraldry, or loj 
th some success. 

The shining coxcomb aims at all, and deci 
ftlly upon every thing, because nature 
en him pertness. The degree of parts i 
ma] Bjurits, necessary to constitute that c 
ter, if properly applied, might have mi 
I Ksefbl in miuiv iwiTtn of lifi> • hut hia «fl 
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most ridiculously spin out the rotten thread of 
his foraoer fsllantries. He dresses, langfuishes, 
ogles, ss he did at five-and-twenty ; and mo- 
destly intUDStes that he is not without a bonne 
fmtunt^ which hawnt fortune at last appears to 
be the prostitute he had long kept, not to him- 
self, whom he marries and owns, because ^ the 
poor girl was so fond of him, and so desirous 
to be made an honest woman." 

The sexagenary widow remembers that she 
was handsome, but forgets that it was thirty 
years ago, and thinks herself so, or, at least, 
very ItfceoUe, stilL The pardonable affectations 
of her youth and beauty unpardonably continue, 
increase even with her years, and are doubly 
exerted in hopes of concealing the number. 
AU the gaudy, glittering parts of dress, which 
rather degraded than adorned her beauty in 
its bloom, now expose to the highest and just- 
est ridicule her shrivelled or her overgrown 
carcass* ^e totters or sweats under the load 
of her jewels, embroideries, and brocades, 
which, lie so many Egyptian hieroglyphics, 
serve only to authenticate the venerable an- 
tiquity of her august mummy. Her eyes dimly 
twinkle tenderness, or leer desire ; Uieir laji- 
guage, however inelegant, is intelligible, and 
the half-pay captsun understands it. He ad- 
dresses his vows to her vanity, which assures 
her they are sincere. She pities him, and 
prefers him to credit, decency, and every social 
8* 
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oeli-love, kept within due boundi 
lal and usejful sentiment It is, in t 
love too, as Mr. Pope has very justly 
1^' it is the ^ring of many good actio 
^ '' no ridiculous ones. But self-flatte 
the ape or caricature of self-love, and 
it CO more than to heighten the ridicv 
other flattery, it is the most proflisely 
and greedily i^ivallowed, where it is 
deserved. I will conclude this sub^ 
the substance of a fable of the ingenit 
sieur De La Motte, which seems not i 
bic to it 

Jupiter made a lottery in heaven, i 
mortals, as well as gods, were allowed 
tickets. The prize was vngdom ; and 
get it The mortals murmured, and 
Uie gods of foul play. Jupiter, ta wip 
ai^rsion, declared another lottery foi 
singly and exclusively of the gods. 1 
was./bffi#. '^ 



m i 



CHESTERFIELD. 31 • 

80 obvious, and so nearly resembling those for : . 
which they were at first intended, that it is > ' 
surprising how they could have so long escaped : 
the sagacity of mankind. For instance, print- 
ing, though used but within these few centuries, -' 
has in reality been invented thousands of years ; <• 
and it is astonishing that if never occurred to .• 
those, who first stamped images and inscriptions 
upon metals, to stamp likewise their thoughts .- 
upon wax, boughs of trees, or whatever else ' 
they wrote upon. 

This example should hinder one from think- 
mg any thing brought to its ne plus vUra' of 
perfection, when so plain an improvement lay 
for many ages undiscovered. 

The scheme I am now going to offer to the 
public is of this nature, so very plain, obvious, ' 
and of sucli evident emolument, that I am : 
convinced my readers will be both, surprised 
and concerned that it did not occur to every 
body, and that it was not put in practice many " 
years ago. 

I took the first hint of it from an account a 
friend of mine gave me, of what he himself • 
had seen practised with success at a foreign ' 
court; but I have extended it considerably, 
and I flatter myself that it will, upon the strict- ,'• 
est examination, appear to be the most practi- ; 
cable and useful, and, at this time, necessary 
project, that has, it may be, ever been submit 
ted to the public. 
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wuose dominions and rovenues m 
as his birth was great and illust 
aro gome few such in the augu 
body. This prince made hhn p 
whenever he should return to j 
would take him in his way, and i 
visit in his principality. Accord 
time afterwards, about two years aj 
ed upon his serene liighne^s; > 
apprized a little beforehand of I 
resolved to receive him witli all poss 
of honour and distinction. 

My friend was not a little surpris* 
himself conducted to the palace, 
line of soldiers, resting tlidir firelocli 
drums beating a march. His higl 
observed his surprise, and who, by 
was a wag, after the lirst complim 
upon such occasions, spoke very grav 
tlms: 

« I Ark —«• 
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Bear me tiiet hu not made an augmentation in 
hie lbrGe% aoDie of fbar, some of eight, and 
sooB even of twelve men ; ao that you most 
be wenaiMe it woold have been consistent nei- 
ther with mj honour nor safety, not to have 
incr ea e e d mine. I have therefore augmented 
my aimy n^ to forty efiectivc men, from but 
eight-and-twenty, that there were before ; but, 
in order not to overburtlien my subjects with 
taaees, nor oppress them by the quartering and 
inadence of my tnx^, as well as to remove 
the least suspicion of my designing any thing 
against their liberties, to tell you the plain 
tnilii, my men are of wax, and exercise by 
clock-work. You will easily perceive,** added 
he, emiliogy'' that, if I were in any real danger, 
my fixity men of wax are just as good a secu- 
rity to me, as if they were of the very best 
flesh and blood in Christendom : as for dignity 
and show, they answer the purpose full as well, 
and in the mean time they cost mc so little 
that our dinner will be much the better for rt" 

My friend respectfully signified to him his 
sincere approbation of his wise and prudent 
measures, and assured me that he had never 
in his life seen finer bodies of men, better 
sized, nor more warlike countenances. 

The ingenious contrivance of this wise and 
wariike potentate struck me immediately, as a 
hint that might be greatly improved to the 
public advantage, and without any one incon- 
veniency, at least that occurred to me. \\lvi^ 



more skilled in military matten than I 

I ask but two po9i*'daia^ which I think 
be denied me ; and then my propoaal 
strates its own utility. 

First, that, for liiese last five-and- 
years, our land forces have been of no u» 
soever, nor even employed, notwithstand 
almost uninterrupted disturbances tha 
been in Europe, in which our interest 
been as nearly concerned as ever they a: 
ly to be for these five-ond-twenty yt 
come. 

Secondly, tliat our present army is 
great expense to the nation, and has 
jealousies and disccmtents in the minds c 
of his majesty's subjects. 

I therefore humbly propose, that, fr< 
afler the 25th day of March next, 17 
present numerous and expensive army b 
ly disbanded, the commissioned officers « 

#»fl- »r\A fKnf T\iv\Tw»F vtArarvna l»#» nnfKrkr 
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It appesn from my first poshUatuMj that 
tfaifl ibtare army will be, to all intents and pur- 
posea^ lur oaefol as ever our present one has 
been ; and how much more beneficial it will be, 
is what I now beg leave to nbaw. 

The coTunn are often at great trouble and 
expense to make imitations of things, which 
things are to be had easier, cheaper, Snd in 
greater perfection themselves. Thdi infinite 
(puns have been taken of late, bat, alas ! iff vain, 
to bring np our present army to the nicety and 
perfection of a waxen one : it has proved im- 
poanble to get such numbers of men, ail of the 
sjjne height, the same make, with their own 
' hair, timing exactly together the several mo- 
tions of their exercise, and, above all, with a 
rertaih military fierceness, that is not natural 
jo British countenances : even some very con- 
iiderable officers have been cashiered for 
wanting some of the propertiea of wax. 

By my scheme, all these inconveniences 
will be entirely removed ; the men will be all 
of the same si?!e, and, if thought necessary, of 
the same features and complexion : the requisite 
degree of fierceness may be given them, by 
the proper application of whiskers, scars, and 
such like indications of courage, according to 
the tastes of their respective cheers; and 
their exercise will, by the skill and care of 
Myn Heer Von Pinchbeck, be in the highest 
German taste, and may possibly arrive at the 
five motion that great desidirahvnx ia c^mx ^\Br 



reviews ana nmiiaiy ezerciiauoiis. 

I am here aware that the giave Mn 
borne* will aeriously object, that this i 
not being alive, cannot be uaefb]; and 
the iBaore lively and ingenious Mr. Wal 
ham* ifey possibly insinuate, that a w 
ann^ is not likely to stand fire welL 

To the lady, I answer thus beforehand, 
if, in the late times of war, our pnaemt i 
has been of no more use than a Waxen o 
waxen one will now, in time of peace, be ai 
ful as they ; and, as to any other reasons, 
she or her whole sex may have, for prefe 
a live standing army to this, they are com 
ations of a private nature, and must not v 
against so general and public a good. 

To the pleasant squire I reply, that 
army will stand its own fire very well ; t 
is all that seems reqtusite. 

But give me leave to say, too, that an 
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moiiiaTchB in the Tower are Be- 
iKit with the {npofixindest roepect and 
; tiul that bold and manly reproeen- 
Iflmy VnL never fails to raise the 
mages of one kind or another in its 
if both sexes. Such is the force of 
t, thouijh bnt in wax, upon the minds 
I and loyal subjects, 
ever saw the court of France lately 
here i» wax-work, without a duo 
flomndi that an habitual good cour- 
leerved respectfuUy bowing to their 
tian ffliyesties, and was at last only 
ef his error by the silence of the 
& amiy of the same materials will 
are stiU a stronger clEbct, and bo 
sufficient to keep the peace, without 
of breaking it. 

era will observe, that I only propose 
I of the private men, for, upon many 

would by no moans touch the com- 
f the officers. In the first place, 

of them deserve very well of the 
d in the next place, as they are all 
(nt, I might, by proposing to deprive 
leir commissions, be suspected of 
dws, which I protest I have not 1 
efore desire, Uiat the present set of 
y keep tiie keys, to wind up their 
giments, troops, or companies ; and 
ter key to the whole army bu lodg- 
lands of the general in chief for the 
4 



. «ifciituve, and gives unet 

many of his migesty's good subjects, th 
adi.'antages of my scheme will appear. 
The chief expense here will be « 
^ prime cost : and I even question whet 
' will exceed the price of live men, of the 
i proportions, and tremendous aspects, 
^ propose these should be of. But the 
saving will be so considerable, that I v 
peal to every sensible and impartial i 
the Icingdom, if he does not think this 
would be now much more flourishing atti 
erful, if, for these twenty years last pi 
had had no other army. 

Another considerable advantage cons 
the great care and convenience with 
these men will be quartered iu the cou 
where, far from being an oppression or < 
banco to the public houses, they wiU 
genteel ornament and decoration to them 
instead of being inflicted ba 
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i never for carr3riD«r my project too 
dd, for certain reuons, not extend 
aaoit, to Gibndtar, but would leave 
» there olive as long as it can keep 

ody put the Jacobite upon me, and 
am paving the way for the preten- 
banding this army. That argument 
readbare ; besides, let those take the 
I themselves, who would exchange 
JOB of the people for the fallacious 
* an unpopular standing army. 
I know I am suspected by some 
be no friend to the present ministry, 
DMMt carefhlly avoid inserting any 
!iis project that might look peevish, 
[esign to deprive them of any of the 
means of carrying on the govern- 
lave therefore already declared, that 
»ropo6e to affect the commissions of 
officers, though a very great saving 
:e to tlie public thereby. And I 
her provide, that, in the disbanding 
t army, an exact account should be 
very soldier's right of voting in elec- 
wherc, and that the like number of 
for the same places, shall be reserved 
egiment, troop, or company, of this 
; these votes to be given collective- 
officers of the said regiment, troop, 
y, in as free and uninfluenced a man- 



, . ..WM.U proYidey that Msni 
Dfty^flhall, u at present, have the entire > 
ing of this new army, so scrupulous am 
distressing the administration. 

People are generally fond of their own 
ects, and it may be I look upon this 
the partiality of a parent; but I protc 
cannot find any one objection to it. It 
save an immense expense to the nation, rei 
the fears that at present disturb the mind 
many, and answer every one of the purpc 
to wMch our present army has been appl 
The numbers will sound great and fbrmidi 
abroad; the indiriduals will be gentle . 
peaceable at home ; and there will be an 
crease to the public of above 60,000 hands 
labour and manufactures, which at present 
either idle, or but scurvily employed. 

I cannot, I own, help flattering myself, t 
this scheme will prevail, and the more so fi 
the very great protection and sunn#»«" ^^ 
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THE PRIDE OF BIRTH. 



The notion of birth, as it is commonly called 
and established by custom, is, .like duelling, 
the manifest rtsult oiLhtpr^udxctaqfiht many, 
and of the designs of a few. It is tiie child of 
Pride and Folly, coupled together by that in- 
dustrious pander, Self-Lo\'e. It is surely the 
strongest instance, and the weakest prop, of 
human vanity. If it means any thing, it means 
a long lineal descent from a founder, whose in- 
dustr}' or good fortune, whose merit, or perhaps 
whose guilt, has enabled his posterity to live 
useless to society, and to transmit to theirs 
tiieir pride and their patrimony. However, 
this extravagant notion, this chimerical ad- 
vantage, the ^efiect of blind chance, where 
prudence and option cannot even pretend to 
have the least share, is tliat flt, which, by a 
kind of Egyptian superstition, custom all over 
Europe has dei&ed, and at whose tawdry shrine 
good sense, good manners, and good nature, 
arc daily sacrificed. 

The vulgar distinction between people of 
hirih and people of no birth will probably puz- 
zle the critics and antiquaries of the thirtietli 
or fortieth centuries. whe:i, in their judicious 
or laborious researches into the customs and 
manners of these present times, they shall 
have reason to suppose, that, in the sixteenth, 
seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries, the 
island of Great Britain was inhabited \i^ Xn^c^ 
4* 



^ ^..^^^uitjT Will be how to accou 
and that, as it commonly docs, will ei 
attention of the learned. The case 
xnus's men will doubtless be urged as 
^^ point, to prove the possibility of th 
I * and the truth of it will be confirmet 

records of the university of Oxford, ' 
will appear that an unborn person, ct 
that reason Ttrrm FUius, annually ent 
that university with an oration in the t 

I therefore tako with pleasure this ( 
nity of explaimng and clearii^.g up this d 
to my remotest successors in the repu 
letters, by giving them the true meaning 
several expressions of grtat birth, ndti 
and fio hirih at aXL 

Great and illustrious birth is ascertaii 
authenticated by a pedigree, carefully p 
ed in the family, which takes at least al 
time to unroll, and, when unrolled, di 
twenty intennarria«r#»o r.^ — '" 
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repontoiy ^ good sense and useful knowledge. 
If this great birth is graced with a peerage, so 
much the better ; but if not, it is no great mat- 
ter ; fotf being so solid a good in itself, it wants 
no borrowed advantages, and is unquestionably 
the most pleasing sentiment that a truly gene- 
rotw mind is capable of feeling. 

Noble birth implies only a peerage in the 
family. Ancestors are by no means necessary 
fbr this kind of birth ; the patent is the midwife 
of it, and the vexy first descent is noble. The 
family arms, however modem, are dignified by 
the coronet and mantle ; but the family livery 
ia sometimes, for very good reasons, laid aside 

Birth, singly, and without any epithet, ex- 
tends, I cannot possibly Ray how far, but nega- 
tively it stops where useful arts and industry 
begin. Mexchants, tradesmen, yeomen, farmers, 
and ploughmen, are not horn, or at least in so 
mean a way as not to deserve that name ; 
and it is perhaps for that reason, that their 
mothers are said to be delivered, rather tliar. 
hrought to bed of them. But baronets, knights 
and esquires, have the honour of being horn. 

I must confess that, before I got the key to 
this fashionable language, I was a good deal 
pozzled myself with the distinction between 
lirih and no hirth ; and, having no other guide 
than my ov/n weak reason, I mistook the mat- 
ter most grossly. I foolishly imagined, that 
wtU-born meant bom with a sound mijad in a 
sound body ; a healthy, strong coiv?X\\.\xM\q^^ 



I ^genealogical tree* I communicated i 
ubts, and applied for information to my li 
trthy and curious friend, tlie celebrated Bf 
;nnon, whose valuable collection of fosE 
d minerals, lately sold, sufficiently proi 
r skill and researches in the most recond 
rts of nature. She, with tiiat frankness a 
imanity which were natural to her, assui 
3 that it was all a vulgar error, in whi 
»wever, tlie nobility and gentry prided the 
Ives, but that in truth she had never obsen 
e cliildren of the quality to be wholesor 
id stronger than others, but ratlier the c 
ary ; which difference she imputed to cert 
luses, which I shivll not here specify. 1 
itural, and I dare say, to the best of 
)servation, true account, confirmed me in 
•rmcr philosoi;hicaI error. But still, not t 
)ughly satisfied witli it, and tiiinking that th 
lUst be sometliing more in what was so \ 

11 - 1..-J T J^* :««J 4-,^. «•«** as 
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'A to him, he spoke to me in the follow- 
oer: 

lieve^'Mr. Fitz-Adam, you are not, for 
!, ignomnt of the antiquity of my family, 
f authentic records I can trace to king 
romie of whose hlood runs at this mo- 
my veins, and I will not conceal from 
; I find infinite inward comfort and 
ion in that reflection. Let people 
r^ laugh as much as they please at 
fdons ; they are not imaginary ; they 
; they are solid ; and whoever is vocU 

glad that he is so. A merchant, a 
an, a yeoman, a farmer, aud such sort 
le, may perhafe have c<»nmon honesty 
gfar virtues ; hut, take my word foi it, 
e refined and * generous sentiments of 
courage, and magnanimity, can only 
incient and nohle hlood. What shall 
a tradesman, or any mean-horn man, to 
at and lieroic virtues ? Shall it be the 
•« of his ancestors? He has none. 

it be that impure blood that rather 
»s than circulates in his veins ? No ; 
hirik and nohle hlood are the only true 
of great virtues. This truth appears 
long brutes, who, we observe, never de- 
e, except in cases of misalliances with 
iferiors. Are not the pedigrees of 
cocks, &c. carefully preserved, %8 the 
dling proofs of their swiftness and 
i ? I repeat it again, hirth is a.tv \rr^- 



of his facts, had entirely removed 
and convinced me of the unspei 
tages of illustrious birth, and u 
added that my own vanity was gi 
by it, in consequence of my beio 
scended from the first man. 
friend looked grave, and seemi 
pleased ; whether from a suspic 
jesting, or upon an apprehensior 
to out'descend him, I cannot deti 
contented himself with saying, 
necessary consequence, neither, ] 
since I have read somewhere or 
Adamites ; which opinion did i 
an absurd one.'* 

Here I took my leave of him, 
full of reflections upon the asU 
^c «Aif_i/>i«o that mn extract co 
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CHARACTER OF LORD BOLINOBROKE. 

Lord Bolingbroke has both a tongue and 
pen tc persuade ; his manner of speaking in 
rivate conversation is full as elegant as his 
Tilings ; whatever subject he either speaks or 
Tites upon, he adorns it with the most splendid 
loquence ; not a studied or laboured eloquence, 
ut such a flowing happiness of diction, which 
roQi care perhaps at first) is become so habit- 
al to hiui, that even his most familiar conver- 
itions, if taken down in writing, would bear 
le press, without the least correction either 
3 to method or style. If his conduct, in the 
>raier part of his life, had been equal to all 
is natural and acquired talents, he would most 
istly have merited the epithet of all*accom- 
lislied. He is himself sensible of his past 
rrors : those violent passions, which seduced 
im in youth, have now subsided by age ; and, 
ike him as he is now, the character of all- 
xomplished is more his due than any man's 
ever knew in my life. 

But he has been a most mortifying instance 
r tlie violence of the human passions, and of 
13 weakness of the most exalted human rca 
:^n. His virtues and his vices, his reason and 
k passions, did not blend themselves by a 
(ndation of tints, but formed a shining and 
iQdden contrast Here the darkest, there 
^ most splendid colours; and both ren- 
kred more striking from their proximity. Iixi- 



decorum. His fine imaginati 
heated and exhausted with h 
brating and deifying the p 
night ; and his cenvivial joys 
all the extravagancy of fhi 
Hiose passions were interr 
stronger, Ambition. The fom 
his constitution and his chara 
ter destroyed both his fortune a 
He ha* noble and generous & 
than fixed reflected principlei 
and firiendship ; but they are i 
lasting, and suddenly and ofl< 
opposite extremes, with regarc 
persons. He receives the cc 
of civility as obligations, whicl 
interest ; and resents with pas 
advertencies of human nature. 
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lies about hiin. It is his pocket-money, and iic 
never has occasion to draw upon a book for 
any sum. He excels more particularly in his- 
•x>ry, as his historical works plainly prove. 
The relative political and commercial interests 
of every country in Europe, particularly of liis 
own, are better known to him than perhaps to 
any man in it ; but kow steadily he has pursued 
the latter, in his public conduct, his eueujies, 
of all parties and denominations, tell with joy. 

He engaged young, and distinguished him- 
self in business ; and his penetration was 
almost intuition. I am old enough to have 
heard him sp.ak in parliament. And I remem- 
ber, that, though prejudiced against him by 
party, I felt all tlie force and charms of his 
eloquence. Like Belial, in i^Iilton, * he made 
the worse appear the better cause." All the 
internal and external advantages and talents 
of an orator are' undoubtedly his. Figure, 
voice, elocution, knowledge, and, above all, 
the purest and most florid diction, with the just- 
est metaphors and happiest images, had rrised 
him to the post of scnrretary at war at four-and- 
twenty years old ; an age at which others are 
hardly tliought fit for the smallest employments. 

During his long exile in France, he applied 
himself to study witii his characteristical ar- 
dour ; and there he formed and chiefly executed 
the plan of a greiit philosophical work. The 
common bounds of human knowledge are too 
narrow for his warm and apr.iring 'm\ag\ivivXJvcii\. 

3 ^ 6 
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the defect of unattainable know 
often usurp both its name and ii 

He has had a very handsome 
most engaging address in Iiis aii 
he has all the dignity and good-b 
a man of quality should or c 
which 80 few, in this country i 
have. 

He professes hunself a de 
in a general Providence, bul 
though by no means rejectmg, ^ 
supposed,) Jie immortality of t 
future state. 

Upon the whole of this extr 
what can we say, but, Alaa ! pooi 



CEREMONIES. 
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4 

them. The knowledge of the world teaches 
one to deal with different people differently, 
and according as characters and situations 
require^ The veraaiile ingenium is a most 
essential point ; and a man must he hroke to it 
while he is young. 



CORKECTION OF CHILDREN. 

As for my godson, who, I assure you without 
compliment, enjoys my next warmest wishes, ' 
you go a little too fast, and think too far before- 
hand. No plan can possibly be now laid down 
for the second seven years. His own natural , 
turn and temper must be first discovered, and 
your then situation will and ought to decide his 
destination. But I will add one consideration 
with regard to these first seven years. It is 
this. Pray let my godson never know what a 
blow or a whipping is, unless for those things 
for which, were he a man, he would deserve 
them; such as lying, cheating, making mis . 
chief, and meditated malice. In any of those " 
cases, however young, let him be most severely 
whipped. But either to threaten or whip him, 
for falling down, or wetting himself, or not 
standing still to have his head combed and his 
face washed, is a most unjust and absurd se< 
verity ; and yet all these are the common causes 
of^^ipping. This hardens the^m to punishment, 
anBlonfbunds them as to the causes of lt\ ^<^^ . 
if a poor child is to be equaWy \n\iv^'^^\ 1<^'< 



tbe law would punish him as a ma 



coMMON-]^xAC£ observat: 

Having mentioned common-pla 
lions, I will particularly caution 
either using, believing, or apprc 
They are the common topics of v 
coxcombs ; those who really have ^ 
utmfwt contempt for them, and sc( 
laugh at the pert things that thoE 
wits say upon such subjects. 

Religion is one of their favourite 
all priestrcrait ; and an invention c( 
caAied on by priests, of all religio: 
own power and profit : from this 
false principle flow the common-p] 
jokes and insults uoon the clerffv. 
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Another common topic for false wit, and 
cold raillery, is matrimony. Every man and his 
wife hate each other cordially ; whatever they 
may pretend, in public, to the contrary. The 
husband certainly wishes his wife at the devil, 
and the wife certainly cuckolds her husband. 
Whereas I presume that men and their wives 
neither love nor hate each other the more, 
upon account of the form of matrimony which 
has been said over them. The cohabitation, 
indeed, which is the consequence of matrimo- 
ny, makes them either love or hate more, ac- 
cordingly as they respectively deserve it ; but 
that would be exactly the same between any 
man and woman who lived together witliout 
being married. 

These and many other common-place re- 
flections upon nations, or professions, in general 
(which are at least as often false as true), are 
the poor refuge of people who have neither wit 
nor invention of their own, but endeavour to 
shine in company by second-hand finery. I 
always put these pert jackanapeses out of 
countenance, by looking extremely grave, when 
they expect that I should laugh at their plea- 
santries ; and by saying, Tfell, and so ? as if 
they had not done, and that the sting were 
stiU to come. This disconcerts them ; as they 
have no resources in tliemselves, and have but 
one set of jokes to live upon. Men of parts 
are not reduced to these shifts, and have the 
utmost contempt for them; they find ^to^x. 
5* 



L CONDOLENCE WITH LADIES or m 
ON THEIR ANNUAL RUSTICATION 

;h the separation of the parliament g< 
jspends the vigour of political alter 
doubt it creates domestic ones, not 1 
and acrimonious ; and, possibly, 1 
aals of both houses may find as ws 
s at home as any they have met ^ 
the course of the session. 
;ir motion for adjourning into the cou' 
believe, seldom seconded by their vi 
aughters ; and if at last they carry 
re by the exertion of their authority, 
e cogency of their reasoning, 
lis act of power, so strenuously with 
3t, and so unwillingly submitted to a 
hilt an indifferent foundation of doi 
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Nay, even in the female reigns of quf en Eliz- 
ibeth and queen Anne, I cannot discover that 
iny advice, or application of this nature, has 
ever been directed to the fair sex ; as if their 
oneasiness and dissatisfaction were matters of 
no concern to the peace and good order of the 
kingdom in general. 

For my own part, I see this affair in a very 
different light, and I think I shall do both my 
country and the ministry' good service, if, by 
any advice and consolation I can offer to my 
fair coun tr y w omen, in this their dreadful time 
of trouble and trial, I can alleviate their mis- 
fortunes, and mitigate the horrors of their 
retirement; since it is obvious, that the people 
in the countiy, who see things but at a dis- 
tance, will never believe that matters go right, 
^'hen they observe a general discontent in 
every one but the master of tlie family, whoso 
particular tranquillity they may, possibly, as- 
cribe to particular reasons, and not to the 
liappy state of the public. Besides that, my 
real concern and regard for the fair sex ox- 
cites my compassion for them, and I sympathize 
with them in that scene of grief and despair, 
which the prospect of their six mcni'is' exile 
presents to them. 

I own I have been so sensibly touched, as I 
have gone tdong the streets, to see, at the one 
pair of stairs windows, so many fine eye?, 
bathed in tears, and dismally fixed upon tlie 
fatal wagons loading at their doors, that I re- 



. ..^wu AUA uur condi 
rioua afflictions to which we \ 
bid U3 not bo grieved at inisfon 
yntli prosperity; and unden. 
those imaginary ills of old a 
loss of friends, fortune, &c. 
be ills, if we were but wise c 
affected ly them. But I have 
in tlieir writings, any consolatii 
fair sex, to support and strengt 
the rigours of a country life, 
barbarous custom of confining 
the year in tiie country waf 
among the ancien}^, whether tl 
looked upon as above comfort 
tion, or v.hether tlie Goths an 
not have deprived the learned 
valuable treatises, I cannot tell 

tain ♦l»"* T 1— 



1 tiTSt aildresB mjeelf to those Indies, whose 
dietuig^iahed beauty, delicacy, and accomplish- 
.te, juatlj place them at tlic head of the 
I pleasurea and Ta^ion of the town. Their wit) 
I is liie law, and their example the model, of the 
polite world ; possessed, one half of the year, 
' of nioTe than imperial sway, the other half, they 
groan tinder the usurped power of their hus- 
bands. N&y, even the superior beauty of mruiy 
ladies, like the superior mprit of many illuatii- 
OUB Athenians, haa often both caused and pro- 
longed their exile. Can kings deposed and iir - 
'prisoned experience a more cruel reverse of 
fortune than this? Their case te certainly above 
comfort ; and I own I am at a loss what to re- 
coinmend to them. Su^eeda.'.eathereBro none; 
I shall only eudoavour (o suggest lenitives. 

I am not absurd enough eveiyp hint the usual 
rural recreations, of fetching v walk, a horse 
race, an assize ball, or a sillibub under the 
red cow ; which must nil of them be exceeding- 
ly shocking to their delicucy. Besides, 1 know, 
that, at their first arrival in the country, they 
«llM^ glM ^ all hopet, not only «f pleanr^ 
IM of '«aaiift, mad, ftom a jost contempt of 
wfcilafW Oihy ue to me or bear, plunge th«ft- 
aahw into aa vogvat msluichriy, and a miUen 
dMpair, tike c^tSve ^inceNea in a tragedy. 

T-'wik 4 eoidd procim them a aix monlha' 

■IM^' at MBJMIattrw ; tot, u ihU la not in nr 

j&msi 4* beat adTioe I ou> gire them h, ts 

tmif tani a jmrnmoa of tbe tendereot books, 

C4 



*»cnptioii8 of the flowery -■ 
tender heroines «. often b2^ 

^ *^^ htae more «,pp„rt.hto- 
^^ius senous stndy mar 

tte French l,^g« fo„,i^ 
«w»ce. Here the catartroo*^ 
and nature has ^Bbu^^^\^ 
«o that a lady J^l^y^ 
happens to be in. """'«^** 

r (the hl^w T^^.l"'' "?»P & 



arc likewin t£ & 
r, ind can let tlMiB- 
J tecreationG ; Xh/ej io 
nring aosembl;:, norllio 
I wlio conuziUKls vX it. 
lit of red wine and n 
r, when hoeptlobly ten- 
's lady, or tie porsaD's 
:\o make up a country 
o help of the buljer, (be 
niple of chaiTE. 
e but condescensions too, 
lorribly sshsmed of, 
n tiie fact by any of 
but still, with 
ir foos off tolerably well, 
r, and long evenings, 
t Then comes (he dire do- 
y exposee with ^latire 
B pleasures tliat detain 
■ e husband retorts tbc 
lature, which, he con- 
bipuptotown: WB.rmth 
eloquent, the hiisbasd 
B, till Oie day ia fixed 
1, peace ia banished the 

e of sovereign etiiriicy in 
! tlie watera of Lethe, 

) remerah ranee of theso 
mts ; but, if that cannot be 
1 resort 1 can teconofflswl 




. . . w. *M%ilU Will V 

out the season. Besides thai, 
descriptions of the flowery vale 
tender heroines so often bewaile< 
of their much-loved heroes, may 
of a little imagination and an elegi 
render the solitary prospect of the i 
fields a little more supportable. 

This serious study may sometin 
sified by short and practical novc 
the French language furnishes 
dance. Here the catastrofrfie co 
and nature has ite share, as well ai 
80 that a lady mly exactly fit the . 
happens to be in. 

If a gentle languor only inspires 
timents, she may find, in the clc 
whatever can be said upon le oeu 

(the hlHirf •r*A ♦I.- - • '^ 
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of tlie country ; with thia jiist exception only, 
^ that one could bear with it well enough for 
two or three months in the summer, with the 
company one liked, '.nd without the company 
one disliked.^ 

As for the more secret and tender letters, 
which are to go under two or three directions, 
and as many covers, the uppermost to be di- 
rected by trusty Betty, and by her given into 
the postman's own hand, they of course furnish 
out the most pleasing moments of confinement ; 
and I dare say I need neither recommend then^, 
nor the attentive and frequent perusal of the 
answers returned to them. 

But, as these occupations will necessarily 
meet with some interruption, and as there will 
be intervals in the day, when thoughts will 
claim their share, as at dinner with my lord or 
his neighbours, or on Sundays at church, I 
advise that they should be turned as much as 
possible from the many disagreeable, to the 
few agreeable prospects, which the country 
affords. 

Let them reflect, that these absences, how 
ever painful for the time, revive and animate 
passions, which, without some little cessation, 
might decay and grow languid. Let them 
consider how propitious the chapter of acci- 
dents is to them in the country, and what 
charming events they may reasonably flatter 
themselves with, from the effusion of strong 
beer and port, and the friendly \xilQT^osv>i\QTv^iL 



J 
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M, ouuuia Hope they may pass, o 
the tedious time of their banishi 
very great anxiety; but, if tha 
there is but one expedient more i 
to me, and which I have often kno 
with success, that is, the colic, a 
the stomach, to such a degree as \ 
require the assistance of the Bath, 
in the stomach I mean, is a clean, 
temper, and by no means below wt 
first condition, and they should alw 
by them, to be used as occasion 
for, as its diagnostics aie neither 
certain, it is pleadable against husba 
hours, and relations, without any pc 
being traversed. 

As for those ladies who move but 
sphere in town, their r* 
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an their modeL They are likewise of a 
TO accommodatiiig temper, and can let them- 
▼ee down to coontiy recreations ; they do 
: difldain the neighbouring assembly, nor the 
itain of dragoons who commands at it 
ey can swallow a glass of red wine and a 
caxooa, in the evening, when hospitably ten- 
»d them by tlie squire's lady, or the parson's 
fe ; and, npon a pinch, can make up a country 
see at night, with the help of the butjer, the 
isekeeper, and a couple of chairs, 
[t is true, these are but condescensions too, 
ich they would be horribly ashamed of, 
>uld they be detected in tlie fact by any of 
iiT London acquaintance; but still, with 
me helps, the summer goes off tolerably well, 
bad roads, bad weather, and long eveningR, 
inge the scene. Then comes the dire do- 
Stic struggle ; the lady exposes with satire 
I contempt tlie rustic pleasures tliat detain 
m in the country ; the husband retorts the 
ftsures of a different nature, which, he con- 
/es, invite her ladyship up to town : warmth 
ues, the lady grows eloquent, the husband 
rse, and from that time, till tlie day is fixed 
going to I«ondon, peace is banished the 
lUy. 

The Batli would be of sovereign efficacy in 
I case too, and, like tlie waters of Lethe, 
old wash away the remembrance of these 
igreeable incidents ; but, if that cannot be 
upassed, the last resort I coji le^ooac^TA 
6 
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How useful these my endeavc 
service of my fair count^rwomon i 
cannot pretend to say ; but I hope^ c 
will be acceptable to them, and tht 
for my good intentions, they wiU ac 
per, with their tea-tables, to dissipa 
the tedious moments of their retirex 



DECORUII. 



We are accused by the French, an 

^^ but too justly, of having no word is 

guuge, which answers to their wo 

which theretbre we have been o1 

adopt, not having, as they say, the tl 

It does not occur to me, that we 
one word in our language, I hope not 
same reason, to express the ideas wl 
comprehend under their word le$ mau 
ners are too I5m« — 
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thing, however, is unquestiaiiably of 
nee, 1^ whatever word it may be dig- 
r degnded, distingaished or migtaken ; 
therefore be the anbject of this paper 
ain and recommend it ; and upon thia 
1 1 ahaU adopt the word decorum. 
as I have eome private reasons for 
; not to lessen the sale of these my lu- 
ns, I must pmnise, that, noCwithstand- 
serioos introduction, I am not going 
:h either religious or moral duties. On 
trary, it is a scheme of interest, which 
to commnnicate, and which, if the sop- 
haractenstic of the present age be true, 
should apprehend, be highly acceptable 
feneraUty of my readers, 
e it for granted that the most sensible 
>nned part of mankind, I mean people 
ion, pursue singly their own interests 
isures ; that they desire, as far as pos- 
• enjoy them exclusively, and to avail 
ves of the simplicity, the ignorance, 
prejudices, of the vulgar, who have 
the same strength of mind, nor the 
dvantages of education. Now it is 
that nothing would more contribute to 
lirable end than a strict observance of 
>rtt«t^ which, as I have already hinted, 
t extend to religious or moral duties, 
; prohibit the enjoyment of vice, but only 
Bi veil of decency between it and the 
conceals part of its native delLonrnX:)^ 



Those who would be respected by oth 
first respect themselves. A certain 
purity and dignity of character comm; 
spect. procures credit, and invites con 
but the public exercise and ostentatioo 
has all the contrary effects. 

TI^ middle class of people in this < 
though generally straining to imitate tt 
tersy have not yet shaken off the prejui 
their education ; very many of them i 
lieve in a Supreme Being, in a future 
rewards and punishments, and retai 
coarse, home-spun notions of moral gc 
evil. The rational system of material 
not yet reached them, and, in my op 
may be full as well it never should ; f 
am not of levelling principles, I am for | 
insf a due subordination from infprinni i 
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w the general traneacticms of life ; which ad- 
vantage, frequently repeated, as it must be in 
the course of the year, amounts to a very 
considerable object. 

To proceed to a few instances. If the 
courtier would but wear the i^^iearance of 
truth, promise less, and perform more, he would 
acquire such a degree of trust- and conhdence, 
as would enable him to strike on a sudden, and 
with soccess, some sjdendid stroke of perfidy, 
to the infinite advantage of himself and his 
party. 

A patriot, of ail people, should be a strict 
observer of this i^ecorum, if he would, as it is 
to be presumed he would, bear a good price 
at the court market. The love of his dear 
countiy, well acted and little felt, will certainly 
get him into good keeping, and perhaps pro- 
cure him a handsome settlement for .Ufe ; but, 
if his prostitution be flagrant, he is only made 
use of in cases of the utmost necessity, and 
even tlien only by cullies. I must obser\'e, by 
the by, that of late the market has been a 
little glutted with patriots, and consequently 
tiiey do not sell quite so well. 

Few masters of families are, I presume, de- 
sirous to be robbed indiscriminately by all their 
sen'ants ; and as servants in general are more 
afraid of the .devil, and less of the gallows, 
than their masters, it seems to be as imprudent 
as indecent to remove that wholesome fear, 
either by their examples, or their phvlo^Q^VvSaTi^. 
6* 



. — .w..»iLvuiaAj \fkuy lu lilt; IT respc 
letationa : but, take away those checks an 
ktraints which the prejudices of their educ 
■have laid them under, they will soon 
lindiscriminately, and ont of their several 
irtments ; which \yould probably create i 
ttle confusion in families, especially in 
Tmerous ones. 

; I cannot omit observing, that this decc 
'extends to the little trifling offices of coiA 
life ; such as seeming to take a tender 
affectionate part in the health or fortum 
your acquAlntance, and a readiness and alac 
to serve them, in things of little consequc 
to them, and of none at all to you. Tl 
attentions brmg in good interest; the w 
and the ignorant mistake tiiem for the 
sentiments of your heart, and give you t 
esteem and friendship in return. The vi 
indeed, pay you in your own coin, or by a tr 
of commodities of eaual vnlnp ni^r* «-»k 
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most unfeigned concern ; and I lay 
9 opportunity most earnestly to re- 
y them the strictest observance of 
n. I will admit that a fine woman 
1 rank cannot have too many real 
at the same time/ 1 do insist upon 
essentially her interest, not tc^ have 
Ace of any one. This decorum, J 
I conceal her conquests, and prevent 
IS ; but, on the other hand, if she 
used to reflect that those conquests 
sooner or later, always to end in 
)fi9at, she will not upon an average 
' a loser. There are, indeed, some 
f such humane and hospitable dispo- 
t they seem determined to share all 
oess with their friends and acquaint- 
lat, with regard to such husbands 
decorum were useless : but the far 
nber arc of a churlish and uncom- 
disposition, troublesome upon bare 
and brutal upon proofs. These arc 
nflicting upon the fair delinquent the 
lenaltics of exile and imprisonment 
;adful mansion-seat, notwithstand- 
3st solemn protestations and oaths, 
^1 the most moving tears, that nothing 
dual has passed. But it must be 
, of all negatives, that is much the 
be proved. 

deep play be a very innocent and. 
(lendablc amusement in itself, it ij, 



«vj , 11 uniortunate, of debt ; and ir 
case, the ways and means for i 
supplies necessary for thQ curren 
sometimes supposed to be unwarrant 
what is still more important is, that t 
of an ill run will disfigure the fine 
the world, and cause most ungraceful 
I have known a bad game suddenly 
upon a good game, for a deep stake 
or commerce, almost make the verm 
pale, and elicit from lips where the i 
Hybla dwelt, and where the loves ai 
played, some murmured oaths, whic. 
minced and mitigated a little in Uieir 
tion, seemed to me, upon the whole, to 
unbecoming. 

Another singular advantage, which 
to my fair countrywomen of distinct 
the observance of this decorum^ is, 
will never want some creditable led-< 
attend t.born «♦ - - * 
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aracter, who by no means graced their 
Ato public places. 

16 yoimg, munarried ladies, I beg leave to 
en^ that this decorum will make a differ- 
>f at least five-and-twenty, if not fifty 
Qt. in their fortunes. The pretty men, 
ive commonly the hmiour of attending 
ire not in general the marrying kind of • 
khey love them too much, or too h^jtle, 
hem too well, or not well enough, to think 
rrying them. The husband-like men 
et of awkward fellows with good estates, 
ho, not having got the better of vulgar 
ices, lay some stress upon the characters 
ir wives, and the legitimacy of the heirs 
Ir estates and tiUes. These are to be 
t only by les maurs ; the hook must be 

with the dtcwum ; the naked one will 
>. 
ust own that it seems too severe to deny 

ladies the innocent amusements of the 
it times, but I beg of them to recollect 
mean only with regard to outward ap- 
ices ; and I shall presume that titt h 
nth the pretty men might be contrived 
rought about in places less public than 
Qgton gardens, Uie two parks, the high 

or the streets of London. 
niig thus combined, as I flatter myself I 

the solid enjoyments of vice with the 

appearances of virtue, I think myself 
id to the thanks of my counXrj m ^^iv^'>>^-> 



xaa liKAMA. 



I could wish there were a ti 
tween the French and the En 
in which both parties should mal 
concessions. The English oug 
their notorious violations of a 
and all their massacres, racks, d< 
mangled carcasses, which they 
exhibit upon their stage. The 
engage to have more action, ani 
tion ; and not to cram and 
together to almost a degree o 
from a too scrupulous adherence 
The English should restrain the 
of their poets, and the French < 
erties of theirs : their poets ar< 
slaves in their country, and that 

*ll ours arft th« mo«t. tiimiiUnmia an 
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affirm, are as probable as four-and-twenty -\ 
hoars and the same room. 

More indulgence too, in my mind, should he*" 
shown, than the French are willing to allow, " . 
to bright thoughts, and to shining images ; for . 
though, I confess, it is not very natural for a 
Hero or a Princess to say fine things in all the 
violence of grief, love, rage, &c. yet I can as^ 
well suppose that, as I can that they should* • 
talk to themselves for half an hour ; which - . 
they must necessarily do, or no tragedy could >; 
be carried on, unless they had recourse to a < 
much greater absurdity, the choruses of the " 
oucientsl Tragedy is of a nature, that one ' 
must see it with a degree of self-deception ; 
we must lend ourselves, a little, to the delu- 
sion ; and I am very willing to carry that com- • 
plaisance a little farther than the French do. 

Tragedy must be something bigger than . 
life, or it would not aflfect us. In Nature the 
most violent passions are silent; in Tragedy ^ 
they must speak, and speak with dignity too. . 
Hence the necessity of their being written in., 
verse, and, unfortunately for the French, from 
tlie weakness of their language, in rhymes. 
And for the same reason, Cato, the Stoic, ex- 
piring at Utica, rhymes masculine and feminine ■ 
at Paris ; and fetches his last breath at London, 
in most harmonious and correct blank verse. 

It is quite otherwise with Comedy, which " 
should be mere common life, and no\ oiv^ y^V 
bigger. Every character sUoxxV.^ a^^^ xx^RsiSk 



-....Mvw ojMjw rnynii 
dy, unless they were put into the 
came out of the mouth of a mad 
it is impossible to deceive one's s 
(nor is it the least necessary in < 
suppose a dull rogue of an usurer c 
gros Jean blundering, in the finest 
the world. 

As for Operas, they are essential 
surd and extravagant to mention : I 
them as a magic scene, contrived to 
eyes and the ears, at the expense o 
derstanding ; and I consider singing, 
and chiming Heroes, and Prince 
Philosophers, as I do the hills, the 
birds, and beasts, who amicably join* 
common country dance, to the irresie 
of Orphei'5' lyre. Whenever I go to 
I leave my sense and reason at the < 
my half guinea, and deliver myself ^ 
eyes and my ears. 



I P«ople do a« we). . 
we„^ r ' ^'^e affect thJ. ®^ ^^er 

I <• t . Manner »« .l "^''^s as well «nj 
' f^bion of tlie ni ""^ people of ' ** 
sses better 't P'"<=« where bn • *'®"«« 
'. be is f^„^ 'ie tbiu-«, th^t^° '«• If he 

^«tberVv?t7oV '"^ °f ^e ±7 
too Jittle dresae/Tf ^'^^O"' too 2c/ 
I'?-: »«; With a ]i«,e ::r«« on thaS 



*^ gxfkward air. When you arc once 
^^^d for the day, tliink no more of it a 
\\^ . and, without any stiffness for fei 
.jgpijiuposing that dress, let all your mol 
be casf ^^ natural, as if you hod no clc 
on at all- So much for dress, which I n 
^ to be a thing of consequence in the p 

world- 



THE DRINKING CLUB. 

An old friend and fellow student of mil 
the university called on me the other mon 
and found me reading Plato's Symposion 
jaid down my book to receive him, which, i 
the first usual compliments, he took up, saj 
««you will give me leave to see wlnit was 
object of your studies." — " Nothing less • 
the divine Plato," said I, "that amiable ph 
opher" — ^**with wliom," interrupted my fri 



nen, of the politest times, of the politem ' 
TGicece. And, with all due respect to the ' 
rns, I much queation whether ao account 
nodeni Syinposioo, though written by the 

hand, could be read with so oiuch pleos- 
id improve Dienl." — " I do not know that," 
d my friend; "for, Uiough I revere the 
its na much bb you poa^bly can, and look 
the moderns as pygmies, when comp&red 
ae giuits, yet, if we come Op te or near 
in any thing, it is in the elegance and 
-cy of our convivial intercourse. 
as the more surprised at thia doubt of 
iend's, because 1 knew that he implicitly 
ribed to, and auperstitiously maintained, 
e artidga of the claseical faith. I there- 
jakeil him, "whether he wts serious." 
iswered me, "that he was: that, in hia 

Plato spun o<]t that ailly affair of love 
teaad too long t u>d dMt, if I wsoU tmt 
a jntrodnM ma tothaolidt cf wUah be 
It vawviQtj mendkw, ha l^riimwl I Aoidd 
It entertain Ute wme Mkt, or periwpa 
decide in (kvmir of Uie medmB." I 
ti my fHend fin hia tandasM, hot added 
n wbatenr Kcie^ be was an nn wro rth y 
■tt, I thoaU be'rtiD a mote ua wof ti qf 
. That, iiiw»oyer,ity retired and'dww ■ 
ID of life was as JMBOiMiatanl widi liie 
jementa of a club, aa wj natand taotbir- 
noag atTBDgera wniU be ni^laMd ia^e 
«f«Uthatlbetaliaartha»dfiiX«l!f, <^\«n. 



wont Silent pec^e never spoil comptny : 
on the contrary, by being good hearers 
courage good speakera." — ^'^But I have an 
difficulty," answered I, <* and that, I doubt, f 
solid one, which is, that I drink nothing 
water." — ^*«So much the worse for yon,** 
ed my friend, who, by the by, loves his 1 
most academically ; '^you will pay for the < 
you do not drink. We use no compu 
every one drinks as little as he*plfl«p 
** which, I presume,** interrupted I, *< 
much as he can.'* — ^ That is just as it h^ 
said he ; ''sometimes, it is true, we make 
ty good sittings, but, for my own part, I c 
to go home always before eleven : for, tal 
word for it, it is the sitting up, and nc 
drink, that destroys the constitution.** 

■i ...13 1 A«U^« « 
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en among them. You must kiiow, then, that 
r club consiste of at least forty memben 
en complete. Of these, many are now in 
i country ; and, besides, we have some va- 
Kies, which cannot be filled up till next 
iter. Palsies and apo^exies have of late, 

not know why, been pretty rue among us, 

1 carried off a good many. It is not above 
veek ago, that poor Tom Toastwell fell on 
udden under the table, as we thought only 
ittle in drink ; but he was carried home, and 
ret spoke more. Those whom you will 
tbably meet with to-day are, first of all, 
rd FeebLdy a nobleman of admirable sense, 
roe fine gentleman, and, for a man of qual- 
, a pretty classic. He has lived rather fast 
merly, and impaired his constitution by sit- 
^ up late, and drinking your thin, sharp wines. 

is still what you call nervous, which makes 
) a little low spirited and reserved at first ; 
. he grows very a£^ble and cheerful, as soon 
he has warmed his stomach with about a 
de of good claret 

Sir Tunbelly Guzzle is a very worthy nortli- 
intry baronet, of a good estate, and one who 
B before*hand in the world, till, being twice 
isen knight of the shire, and having, in con- 
uence, got a pretty employment at court, he 
. out considerably. He has left off house 
>ping, and is now upon a retrieving scheme. 
10 the heartiest, honestest fellow living ; and, 
ugh he is a man of very few ^oi^\ ^vaoL 
7* 



:xig but plain meat, and very little of 
drinks no thii wines, and never sits u 
he has his full dose by eleven. 

« Colonel Culverin is a brave, old, ez 
<^ccr, though but a lieutenant-colon 
Between you and me, he has had great 
done him, and is now commanded by d 
were not bom when he first came 
army. He has served in Ireland, Mil 
Gibraltar, and would have been in aJ 
battles in Flanders, had the regiix 
ordered there. It is a pleasure to 
talk of war. He is the best natured i 
but a little too jealous of his honoui 
apt to be in a passion ; but that is e 
and then he is sorry for it I fear he 
cal, which I impute to his drinking yi 
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riy, and loves the crack of the whip still 
our newsmonger ; for, being a gentieman 
! privy chamber, he goes to court every 
nd consequently knows pretty well what 
ng forward there. . Poor gentleman ! I 
'e shall not keep him long ; for he seems 
ne in a consumption, though the doctors 
is only a nervous atrophy, 
/ill Sitfast is the best natured fellow liv- 
nd an ex^llent companion, though he 
1 speaks ; but he is no flincher, and sits 
man^s hand out at the club. He is a 
rood scholar, and can write very pretty 
verses. I doubt he is in a declining way ; 
tmralytical stroke has lately twitched up 
ic of his mouth so, that he is now obliged 
:e his wine diagonally. However, he 
up his spirits bravely, and never shams 
iss. ^ 

octor Carbuncle is an honest, jolly, merry 
I, well affected to the government, and 
of a gentleman. He is the life of our 
nstead of being the least restraint upon 
[e is an admirable scholar, and I really 
e has all Horace by heart; I know he 
m always in his pocket. His red face, 
ed nose, and swelled legs, make him 
ally thought a hard drinker by those who 
: know him ; but 1 must do him the jua- 
) say, that 1 never saw him disguised 
iquor in my life. It is true he is a v^x^^ 
man, and can hold a great de;j\, ^\v\Ocv 



Ji 



i 



" ^e lafft and leitsf »» n^^^i j 
"is your humble serSt. H ''?' 

onner-W. I .g^d, and Se eV 

gi'-e Li. charlete" H ^ °" " ''" 
rear lit Sf ^ i , "^ ^'ere of 

was a younger brotlier of a a-ood fi 

ShJhJ^^ <=o»ef . when, his elde 
3' «« succeeded to an easy foi 
resolved to make lua>self easy wii 
ado nothing. As he had reidJd lo 

Jidices the laziness, theso3kin<r, the i 

certaTntn^o^ °' "'^' cloister, ^S 
certain tunc, are never to be rubbed' 

considerod tJ.e critical knowledge of tl 
and Latin words us the utmoft eff" 



water for k moatti, bj the prescriptioB of Iko 
late Doctor Cheyne, and by DO meuiistoatlMflt 
two quarts of claret a -ay, for tlieae but Olitlf 
years. To raturn to my friend : " I am *<9 
mucli mistaken," aaid he, aa we wer* WhUllH 
in the paik, " if you do not thank m« fiw fto- 
ttarof yMrtlua'Aij^wCaitaiiiBwiit; teant 
oT vorthin gudlMMl^ to be Mffe^ tMvar lirad." 
— **! nttlra Bododit c^it," mdi I, ,*'uid un 
thergitira tta ■on-eaaMraBd, wyp I nflMt 
thit ^dtf eUb^«f wortir g Mfl"* ni^)^^ 
yntrvm «MoaBltbe not Hii|mp«tr calM a 

l&«U«)Mt'ji^iHt labMr nadar ■one ohraaica] 
•ad iriBrtttj jMampwr." — "I aee what fott 
woald te<l^*«Wrw»d my ftimd ; "jdu wwdj ~ 
indimM lliat it ia ill owing ta wins: htt lat 
me aMore jtm, Mr. Fib-Adam, that wine, ea- 
peciaCy daret, if rich and good, can hurt wt 
man." I did not nidjr to this apfaoriam of my 
fHaod's, triiicli I knew would draw on too long 
a ffisGDMioii, especially ib we wore jn^t going 
into the clnlt toom, where I took it for granted 
H waa one of the great conatitntional p^ioci^es., 
Uy ftiend [wesentad me to the compete in 
what he thought the thoat obliging manner ; but 
wliich, I aaSom, pat me a little out of counte- 
a^soe. "Qire me leave, gentlemon," laid he, 
•■ to preeont to you n^ old IHend Mr. Fiti- 
Adam. *^ inganioiia antiior of The WwU." 
n« w«d wtboriaftantly attracted the attan- 
tliiK era* wHa MJuMT, aad dnw a!^ «»« 



..^vu tviui tnoee ^eatup 
; ajid I, on mjr put, te. 
t«nd BOOK of those nothings, w 
stead of the aomethiog one st 
pertapa do full na wcIL 

The ncather being hot, the gi 
refreshing themselves, before din, 
they called a cool tanhard ; in wl 
cossiToty drank to me. When il 
turn, I thought I could not deci 
drinking the gentlemen's healths, 
aggregately : but how was I loi 
upon th6 first taste I diMovered tl 
ing and rafreahing draoght was i 
the stTMigest mouatnin wine, low 
ikith a veiy little lemon and wat 
heigfatened again by a quanti^ <d 
fiutable ovomatics, nutmeg and gii 
ner, which had been culled for mo 
with some iinpaticnco, was at last 

upon the colnnol'- *i • 
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^1 my Borprise ceased when I saw the tremu- 
U8 hands that took them, and for which I 
ipposed they were intended as ballast. Bnt 
/en this precaution did not protect the nose 
: Dr. Carbunclo from a severe shock, in his 
;tempt to hit hb mouth. The colonel, who 
)served this accident, cried out pleasantly, 
Why, doctor, I find you are but a bad engi- 
ser. While you aim at your mouth, you will 
3ver hit it, take my word for it. A floatAUg 
ittery, to hit the mark, must be p<Hnted some- 
lug above, or below it. If you would hit 
>ur mouth, direct your four-pounder at your 
irehcad, ur your chin." The doctor good 
imouredly thanked the coloAel for the hint, 
id promised him to communicate it to his 
iends at Oxford, where he owned that he hfid 
^en many a good glass of port spilt for want 
' it. Sir Tunbelly almost smiled. Sir George 
ughed, and the whole company, somehow or 
her, applauded this elegant piece of railler}*. 
it, alas! things soon took a less pleasant 
m ; for an enormous buttock of boUod salt 
«f, which had succeeded the soup, proved 
it to be sufficiently corned for Sir TunbeUy, 
\ko had bespoke it, and at the same time Lc^ 
seble took a dislike to the claret, which he 
irmed not to be the same that they had drank 
B day before ; it ^ had not silkiness, went 
ugh off the tongue,** and his lordship shrewd- 
suspected that it was mixed with "^ Benecar- 
, or some of those black wines.*' TV»& ^%a 



... ...«»«ci ui ine house was imi 

fer up, examined, and treated i 
Sir Timbelly reproached him Mrith 
<^ the beef, while at the same 
others fell upon him for the be 
wine, telling him that it was not 
e jch good customers as they wt re 
threatening him with a migration 
to some other house. The crim^. 
blame of the beef's not being cci 
upon his cook, whom ho promised t 
and attested heaven and earth, tb: 
was the very same which they had 
ed of the day before, and, as he hf 
be saved, was true Chatc^au Margo 
teau devil !^ said the colonel with so 
** it is your d— d rough chaos (Call 
Will Sitfast, who thought himself 
articulate upon this occasion, said, 
sure it was a mixed wine, but inde 
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\ very favourably of your Portingal 
l^eneral, if neat Upon this some was 
sly brought up, which I observed my 
1 the doctor stuck to the whole even- 
Hild not help asking the doctor if he 
sferred port to lighter wines. To 
answered, "You know, Mr. Fitz- 
Lt use is second nature, and port is in 

mother's milk to me ; for it is what 
MaUr suckles all her numerous pro- 
J' I silently assented to the doctor's 
irhich I was convinced was a true one, 
attended to the judicious animadver- 
;he other gentlemen upon the claret, 
ire still continued, though at the same 

continued to drink it I hinted my 
.t tliis to Sir Tunbelly, who gravely 

me, and in a moving way : ** Why, 
we do ?"— " Not drink it,'* replied I, 
is not good." — "But what will you 
>, and how shall we pass the evening ?' 
the baronet. — " One cannot go home 
;lock.'' — " That depends a great deal 
" said I. — " It may be so to a certain 
said tlie doctor. — " But give me leave 
3U, Mr. Fitz-Adam, you, who drink 
mt water, and live much at home, how 
»cp up your spirits ?" Here we were 
2d by the coloners raising his voice 
'nation against the burgundy and the 
;n, swearing that the former was ropy 
atter upon the fret, and r»ot. wXJmsvs. 

8 



— <rao a snamey he t 
tleznen could have no good bu 
champaigns, for the sake of some 
the revenue, the manufacture of 
and such sort of stuff. Sir Geor| 
the same, adding that it was scai 
the whole agreed, that the nen 
would certainly repeal so absurd 
very first session ; but, if they di 
hoped they would receive instruct! 
purpose from their constituents. ^^ 1 
said the colonel. — ^ What a d-— 4 
made about the repeal of the J^ 
which nobody cared one farthing 
the way," continued he, <^ I think 
has done eating, and therefore had 
ter have the dinner taken away, ar 
set upon the table." To this tli 
gave an unanimous ay. While it. 
ing, I asked my friend, with seemi 
ness, whether no nnrf /^^ ^' 
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i this, that he attempted no reply, but stared 
te with as much astonishment as he would 
3 done at my great ancestor Adam, in his 
litive state of nature. 

lie cloth was now taken away, and the bot- 
, glasses, and dish-clouts, put upon the table, 
n Will Sitfast, who, I found, was perpetual 
trmaker, took the chair, of course, as the 
I of i4>plication to business. He began the 
f8 health in a bum|)er, which circulated in 
same manner, not without some nice exam- 
ions of the chairman as to day-light. The 
le standing by me, I was caUed upon by 
chairman, who added, that, though a water- 
iker, he hoped I would not refuse that 
1th in wine. I begged to be excused, and 
I him that I never drank his majesty^s health 
ill, though no one of his subjects wished it 
e heartily than I did ; that hitherto it had 
appeared to me that there could be the 
It relation between the wine I drank and 
king's state of health ; and that, till I was 
vinced that impairing my own health would 
Tove his majesty's, I was resolved to pre- 
fe the use of my faculties and my limbs, to 
>loy both in his service, if he should ever 
e occasion for them. I had foreseen the 
sequences of this refusal, and, though my 
nd had answered for my principles, I easUy 
covered an air of suspicion in the counte- 
ices of the company, and I overheard the 



w neip me off as well as he cou 

mo aloud, <«Mr. Fitz-Adam, this i 

singularities, which you have cont 

ing so much alone." From this 

company gave me up to my od 

took no farther notice of me. 1 1 

ly upon the table, waiting for, th 

the truth, without expecting, sc 

festal gayety, that urbanity, and : 

mirth, of which my fiiend had 

large a share ; instead of all whii 

versation ran chiefly into narrativ 

duller and duller with every be 

Feeble recounted his 'former achi 

love and wine; the colonel comp 

some dignity, of hardships and in 

George hinted at some important 

which he had made, that day, a 

cautiously avoided naming names 

belly slept between glass and 
dor.t/»r "•»'' — " * 



'ciock, and went home; when reScctions 
jian liic cntertaiiiment of the day crowdod 
ito my mud, and may perhaps be the subject 



The entertainment, 1 do not say the diver- 
LOi., which I meattoned in my last paper, ' 
tinbled my imagination to sucJt a degree, &Qd 
igg^gteA such s variely of indistiact ideas 
) my mind, that, notwithstanding all the pains 
tocJc. to sort ajid digest, I eoulil not reduce 
hem to method. I shall therefore throw them 
uC in this pa{>er ivitliout order, and juat ea 
jay occurred to me. 

When I conaiilcreJ lliat, perhaps, two mil 
ons of niy fellow subjeots passed tuo parts in 
iree of tlieir lives in the very same manner in 
Uch the worthy muabeis of mj fttend'a 
[uk paswd theiis, I wt/tM ^ i""- to diKover ' 
1*1 attnctiTe, ivreuatible, sad invisiU* c^tim, 
>r [ confew I aaw none, to wioeh. lliey m de- 
hentely and asudiumsly aaArificed tbair tinte, 
tetr hMlth, asd their leuon; til|, d^^iug 
xidentally into Honaieor Pucal, I quid, opoa 
le subject of hunting, the tdUttwiag pw- 
tge : "What, unless to drown thoDfU," aaya 
utt BiceUent writer, "can raabe .mon throw 
rajr ao much time npoa » sil^ uUioal, which 
toy Kajbaymucbchever intbcnwrkM^f.It' 
inina iu ftooa looking iiito.onnttV'rw,*«^V 



.» -w**, twu, mat, if the jolly sj 

thus vigorously runs away from 
not break his neck in his flight, he 
health, at least, by his exercise 
other motive can possibly be assi 
soaker's daily and seriously swallo 
destmction, except that of ^ drown 
and hindering him from looking i 
which is a view he cannot bear ?" 

Unhappy thexman who cannot ^ 
frequently converse with himself; 
ble in the highest degree is the ma: 
not ! In one of these predicament 
man be, who soaks and sleeps awa, 
life. Either tired of himself for w 
reflections at all, or dreading hims< 
of the most tormenting ones, he fl 
uge from his folly or his guilt to tl 
of his fellow-sufferers, and to the i 
of strong liquors. 

Archbishon Tiiin**. 
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, and then to like them, by the folly 
lis parents, who promise them as an en- 
•agementy Imd give them as a reward. 
iHien the coroner's inquest examines the 
r of one of those unhappy wretches who 
m themselves in a pond or river, with com- 
ly a provision of lead to make the work the 
r, the verdict is either yefo dt «e, or lunatic, 
then the water, or the suddenness of the 
ge, that constitutes either the madness or 
a^flt of the act ? Is there any difference 
^een a water and a wine suicide ? If there 
t is evidently in favour of the former, which 
sver so deliberate and premeditated as the 
T. The soaker jogs on with a gentler 
\ indeed, but to as sure and certain destruc- 
, and, as a proof of his intention, would, 1 
;ve, upon examination, be generally found 
Lve a good deal of lead about him too. He 
ot allege, in his defence, that he has not 
ling, since he daily sees, in the chronical 
impers of all his fellow soakers, the fatal 
ts of that slow poison which he so greedily 
les ; for I defy all those honest gentlemen, 
is, all the hard drinkers in England, a nu- 
lus body I doubt, to produce one single 
nee of a soaker, whose health and faculties 
not visibly impaired by drinlcing. Some, 
3d, born much stronger than others, hold it 
longer, and are absurdly quoted as living 
& even of the salutary effects of drinking ; 
though they have not yet any 6f th^ xwci^ 
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^ but moderately mangy, and though the 

m ing dropsy may not yet appear, I will 

111 to affirm, that ttie health they boast of i 

>i but an awkward state between sickn 

^ health : if they are not actually sick, 1 

i not actively well, and you will always j6 

^ complaint or other, inadvertently dropp 

■^ tlie triumphant soaker, within half an i 
ter he has assured you that he is neit] 

% nor sorry. My wife, who is a little supei 

f and perhaps too i^t to point out and i 

3 judgments, otherwise an excellent 

-i llrmly believes, that the dropsy, of wh 

.: soakers finally die, is a manifest and ji 

f mcnt upon them ; the wine they so m 

c cd being turned into water, and thi 

^ drowned at last in the clement they 

< abhorred. 

w 

A rational and sober man, invited b; 

i\t\t\ rrovrrtf ir rtf rrnnH f^ninnnnv. n M/l Viiirr 
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BtupUying, and petrifying, not the 
; and exMlarating, qualities of the 
aUona of the Nepenthe would be loat 
The more he drinks the duller he 
ie pditics become more obscure, and 
Lves more tedious and less intelligible ; 
, mmutftn, he emj^ys what little ar- 
he has left, in relating his dideftd tale 
oDtfible audience. I fear my country- 
been too long noted for this manner 
ng« since a very old and eminent 
istorian, (Froissut,) speaking of the 
vho were then in possession of Aqui- 
piomised land of claret, says, '^ Ds se 
it graadement, et se divertirent moult 
1 1 la mode de leur pais, 
r skilful surgeon of my acquaintance 
le, that, haying opened the body of a 
lio died of an apoplexy, he had found 
3r tubes and vessels plugged up with 
of the wine he had swallowed, so as 
the circulation of the blood abeolute- 
ble, and the folds of the stomach so 
with it, that it could not perform its 
He compared the body of the de- 
a syphon, so choked up with the tartar 
[ of the wine that had run through it, 
impervio:is. I adopted this image, 
med to me a just one, and I shall for 
e typify the soaker by the syphon, 
jing equally the business of both. An 
3 wed at once, and in its full extent, 



I 

/ 



a calculation, of whicn uivj . . 
truth, and will not, I believe, deny 
ation ; and yet, perhaps, they will bi 
when they see the gross sums of 
suck, of the money they pay for it, 
time they lose, in thts course of seven 
I reckon that I put a stanch ay 
low, when I put him only at two bol 
one with another. This in seven yea 
to four thousand four hundred and t 



f which makes twenty hogsheads a 

t bottles. 

Supposing this quantity to cof 
shillings a bottle, which I take to 
est price of claret, the sum amou 
hundred and eighty*two pounds 
every syphon but six hours a da; 
two bottles in, which is a short a 
time amounts to six hundred an 
davs, eighteen hours, one full 

-V/^vA.mentioned 
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I am well aware that the numerous society 
of .syphons will say, like Sir Tunbelly, '< What 
would this fellow have us do ?^ To which I 
am at no loss for an answer. Do any thing 
else. Preserve and improve that reason, which 
was given you to be your guide through this 
world, and to a better. Attend to, and dis- 
charge, your religious, your moral, and your 
social duties. These are occupations ^'orthy 
of a rational being ; they will agreeably and 
usefully employ your time, and will banish 
from your breasts that tiresome listlessness, or 
those tormenting thoughts, from which you 
endeavour, though in vain, to fly. Is your re- 
trospect uncomfortable ? Exert yourselves in 
time to make your prospect better ; and let the 
former serve as a back ground to the latter. 
Cultivate and improve your minds, according to 
your several educations and capacities. There 
arc several useful books suited to them all. 
True religion and virtue give a cheerful and 
happy turn to the mind, admit of all true pleas- 
iires, and even procure the truest. 

Cantabrigius drinks notliing but water, and 
rides more miles in the year than tlie keenest 
sportsman, and with almost equal velocity. The 
former keeps his head clear, the latter his body 
in health. It is not from himself that he runs, 
but to his acquaintance, a synonymous term 
for his friends. Internally safe, he seeks no 
sanctuary from himself, no intoxication for his 
mind. His penetration makes him discover 



ottence : cfieenui auruou, ucv^e 
home ; and thus happy, because 



DUELLING. 



I The cufltom of duelling is r 

I ** the result of the passions of th< 

the designs of a few ;" but here 
stops ; since, fax from being *^ it 
son," it prevails in open defiance 
the manifest ofibpring of barbaxi 
monstrous birth, and distinguish^ 
shocking and ridiculous marks c 
rents. 

I would not willingly give • 
politer part of my readers, whc 
edge to be my hesit customers, f 
will not so much as hint at the : 
practice ; nor will I labour to sh 
r nant it is to instinct, reason, an 

*%*%A orwviol nMi«mtinn. AVen to t 



Hit iBo/aMm xmut.certeiiily have had very 
imy e g fe c t aotipini of Mmottrj ftr they had Done 
of dneniil^V' -<hie rettds,it k trae^ of xuurden 
coninidttdV tfveijr BOW *^^ tJran among the 
Gtt^w and Bomaiw^'prepqilea only hy intezeai 
or re?eiigey aad 'pwfinoBed witfaoijit the 3aet 
Attk polSenew^-of Somaii tahaiiity. ' No let- 
ten of j^ntiB^liivifcatioD trere seiit to &ny man. 
to eome iad.httfe'yfMthroatoiit the nextmorn- 
ingfl and wi» ittfcf^iBteerTe that MUohad sot 
the eoDomoft deetafliDy to i^e €3odiu%the most 
profligate of .]oeii» the Bioet dangerous of citi- 
zeui, tind his omi* inveterate, en^y, ui equal 
chaitee of davtooying him; 

Thia d<Jhnytf Bentimenty.tiuMi refioemeot/ 
of mairndta^wWiceseryed ^ the pcditer Goths, 
Viaigothi^XMrcigdtha, Vandalsi &c. to intro-t 
dttce^ ooMMtey^ and estaUisk I miust confess 
that they have generally been considered as 
hariwioiMi hationa ; and to be sure there are 
some cirpmnatances which se^n to favour that 
opiniff^. They: made c^en war upon learning, 
and- gave no quarter even to the monuments of 
arts and sciences. But tlienit must be owned, 
on the other hand, that upon those ruins they 
established the honourable and noble science 
(^Aomtcu^ dignified, exalted, and ascertained 
frwe hMmwar^ worshipped it as their deity, and 
saisriftced to it hecatombs of human victims. 

In those h7.ppy days, hcmour, that is, single 
^Gmbat, was the great and unerring test of 
civil rights, moral actions, and sound do^tdu<^«« 
' 9 ' X ^ 



duels Detween men ana pnesu. vn 
without appeal, the infallible test 
chastity. If a princess, or any lady 
tion, was suspected of a little incontin 
brave champion, who was commonly 
or perhaps the author of it, stood fc 
defenc<9, and asserted her innocenci 
point of his sword or lance. If, by 
ty, skill, strength, and courage, he 
the accusler, the lady was spotless ; 
champion fell, her guilt was manif 
heroic gallantry in defence of the : 
sume, occasioned that association 
otherwise seemingly unrclative to € 
of the hrave and the fair : for inde' 
days, it behoved a lady, who had th* 
gard to her reputation, to choose 
uncommon activity, strength, and cou 
notion, as I am well assured, still 
many reputable families about Cove 
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eatimttamtf, ted Wureea « jnui of Utttim- 
timtiBid s^iif'y.iB tk» yoar 1871, in i^rwiaaMr 
of Kfey Cfciiln T. cf Fnom. Botir the 

haanp BttBwhwgi i po tt i r , who lu^bm nteiiif 
^ar#o&Hr4igBl* . flUbk mflpiom axoM fitwKtlie 
imifcii MtsMNbgr: of 4fa«,ifiieiit pencniV dof ^ c^ 
liirgoviiiilift.fiMiMAd, who witb anflomtrnwi 
rag«v«ttfiel|idj»ian. «q^poaed miBtetr wImv^ 
et)69^hd jbu^'Uqb Ab^' he wev a ywilieiHaHf 
•adia muiai Wrf am honeor^ilMUf h bf tbi^ 
weyW»M%jbitfiuuj d eiedtiwFii^ 
noCbdMllte ipdeF eor dafaoBBlGaibte a tu»» 
pkio&^iMtil^1|Utf0re applied te tte king Ibr 
leave^te jiflti^'hie hmoeeiioe by etagle'cmnbat 
.wiliithe«i]i/d(%« TheldiiigvlMdiig^afzeatlo^ 
ey Off jiietice).8rBPtbdf hkwiit, dptoed lists to be 
maderaBMkfvappoiiited the time^-aad naitied the 
weepcoBi Thei^eniieman was to have an of- 
fmuwa olabr he hu- beaiMhe dog: m !de^eiisive' 
tub to lesort to occaaiaHlf:. TJ^ Irish- 91^- 
'hoelid ^yUigif mettiuBTMr invAinr at the time 
a]|dldeee*.a9|ieinted:;ibr^it hae alwajte beom 
o b ee iw rable oB 'that psrtieul&ir Jxreedy that tbeyi 
. hsHMr air iinoooiimon /idaGrity at sitigie ceitdNBb 
Tktf fought^ tiie dog- pi^vafledy and dnieBt< 
kffled thi9 henotBrabfo- geatkliaui, Who hadi 
timl the honour to'ctnatfess his-ffiHlt,>andp of bei^ 
ii||.h>tffd>^fi« itin a hm dayst 
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n the other, it acquired great precis: 

.ess, and beauty, by the car^ and pa 

ery best Italian and Spanish author 

uced it into a regular body, and del 

7orld with their admirable codes 

^amdects, and reports, della eaveU 

:ome hundreds of volumes. Ahnost 

lie cases of hotumr were consid 

itated; two-and-thirty different soi 

vere distinguished, and the adequate 

ion necessary for each was, with gre 

ind precision, ascertained. A ki?k ^ 

'hoe was declared more injurious 1 

hough not so painful to the part ki< 

L kick with a thick shoe ; and, in she 

and other discoveries of tiie lili 

iqually beneficial to society, were coi 

:;d to the world in tham voluminous 

3f honour. ^ 

In t>i« nr<>(9Ant dnirenerate aee. ' 
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to which it is now in a manner confined ? I 
am of opinion that there are more men in the . 
world who lie, and fight too, than there are 
who will lie and not fight ; hecause I believe 
there are more men in the world wlio have, 
than who wont, courage. But, if fighting is ' 
the teat of veracity, my readers of condition 
will, I hope, pardon me when I say, that my 
future inquiries and researches after truth ■ 
shall be altogether confined to the three regi- 
ments of guards. ' 

There is one reason, indeed, which makes me ' 
suspect that a duel may not always be the in- 
fallible criterion of veracity, and that is, that 
the combatants very rarely meet upon equal 
terms. I beg leave to state & case, which may 
very probably, and not even unfrequently hap- , 
pen, and which yet is not provided for, nor even 
mentioned, in the institutes of lionour. 

A very lean, slender, active young fellow of 
great honour, weighing perhaps not quite 
twelve stone, and who has from his youth ta- 
ken lessons of homicide from a murder-master, 
has, or thinks ho has, a point of honour to 
discuss with an unwieldy, fat, middle-aged gen- 
tleman, of nice honour likewise, weighing 
four-and-twenty stone, and who in his youth 
may not possibly have had the same commen- 
dable application to the noble science of 
homicide. The lean gentleman sends a very 
civil letter to the fat one, inviting him to come 
and be killed by him the nextmoTOav^\\3k:"^A?3^^ 
9* 



this state of the case, might not 
tleman, consistent with the rule 
return the following answer to t 
of the lean one ? 

" Sir, I find hy your letter that 
the justice to believe, that I have 
tions of honour that become a 
and I hope I shall never give yo 
change your opinion. As I e] 
same opinion of you, I must suppc 
would not desire that we should 
unequal terms, which must be the 
we to meet to-morrow. At presi 
tunately weigh four-and-twenty e 
guess that you do not exceed tw< 
this circumstance singly, I am doul 
that you are ; but, besides this, yo 
and I am unwieldy. I therefore 
you, that, from this day forwards, > 
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time, our gradations of increase or decrease, to- 
wards the desired medium, in which, I presimie, 
two or three pounds, more or less, on either 
side, ought not to be considered." 

This, among many more cases that I could 
mention, sufficiently proves, not only the ex- 
pediency, but the necessity, of restoring, 
revising, and perhaps adding to the practice, 
rules, and statutes, of single combat, as it flour- 
ished in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. 
I grant that it would probably make the com- 
mon law useless ; but little, trifling, ^nd private 
interests ought not to stand in the way of 
great, public, and national advantages. 



EAR-TICKLING. 

Human nature, though every whefe the 
same, is so seemingly diversified by the various 
habits and customs of different countries, and , 
so blended witli the early impressions we re- 
ceive from our education, that they are often 
confounded together, and mistaken for one an- 
other. This makes us look with astonishment 
upon all customs that are extremely different ' 
from our own, and hardly allow those nations » 
to be of the same nature with ourselves, if they 
are unlike in their manners ; whereas all hu- 
man actions may be traced up to those two 
great motives, the pursuit of pleasure, and the 
avoidance of pain ; and, upon a strict exairuiia- 
tion, we shall often find, thaX Wvo's^ ^w^gcsroa^ 
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What more particularly Bugge 
thought to me, was an account whk 
tlcman, who was lately returned frc 
gave, in a company where I happe 
present, of a pleasure held in hig 
and extremely practised by that luxi 
tion. He told us, that the tickling c 
was one of the most exquisite sensatic 
in China ; and that the delight admii 
the whole frame through this organ, c( 
able and skilful tickler, be raised to 
degree of ecstasy the patient should 

The company, struck witli this nt 
pressed their surprise, as is usual on 
sions, first by a silly silence, and the 
silly questions. The account, too, cc 
so far as Gliina, raised botli their w 
their curiosity much more than if it 
from any European country, and 
l:irorpr field for pertiuout questions 
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^ This pleasure, strange as it may seem to 
you, is in China reckoned almost equal to any 
that the senses afToid. There is not an ear in 
the whole country untickled; the ticklers have, 
m their turn, others who tickle them, insomuch 
that there is a circulation of tickling throughout 
that vast empire. Or if, by chance, there be 
some few unha|^y enough not to find ticklers, 
or some ticklen7clumsy enough not to find bu- 
siness, they comfort themselves at least with 
self-titillation. 

" This profession is one of the most lucrative 
and considerable ones in China, the most em- 
inent performers being either handsomely re- 
quited in HKHiey, or still better rewarded by the 
credit and influence it gives them with the 
party tickled ; insomuch that a man's fortune 
is made, as soon as he gets to be tickle^ to any 
considerable mandarin. 

" The emperor, as injustice he ought, enjoys 
this pleasure in its highest perfection ; and all 
the considerable people contend for the honour 
and advantage of this employment, the person 
who succeeds the best in it being always the 
first favourite, and chief dispenser of his imperi- 
al power. The principal mandarins are al- 
lowed to try their hands upon his majesty's 
sacred ears, and, according to their dexterity 
and agility, commonly rise to tlie posts of first 
ministers. His wives too are admitted to try 
their skill ; and she among them, who holds 
him by the ear, is reckoned to have the surest 



I miyeBty'H ews, as i b^. ._ 

I mciuiB of & delicate texture, ani 
I nut quick of aeiiBation, so tJiot 
I sxtremcly difficult to nick the 
tbe lightest and finest hands h«vi 
I and many have miacorricd, wh 
fear oi respect, did not treat thi 
roughly OH wna necessary, I 
I rei^ under the hands of a bun) 
' whom for his clumsiness he » 
v/OB iiilerwards attempted bj 
tickler ; but he gomeUmes fail' 
being able to hit the humour 
cars, hie own have often sufiei 
" In this public dietreee, ani 
jcsty laboured under the privi 
* joys, tJie empress, who, by lo 
und frequent little trials, jud{ 
the texture of the royal en 
'Iprtako it, and succeeded p( 



«mBJ«n^'lrtMi ty' tiMrt «m—i Mtatned to 
nnboimdM ud nncontHitied power, »aA g«- 
verned ou by ear. ;, 

" But, 03 &)I the mandarins have dtMT car> 
ticklers too, with the aame degree of ndnelKe 
over them, n-nd hs this muBdsrin wa» pvtic.s- 
larly remarkable for his extreme seiui&ilitf ID i 
thodu p&rts, it is hard to say tVom what oii(iiul^ 
titiUation the hnperial power now Bowm." 

Tht! conclusion of the gentlemim'e atotj vu 
etteiided with thtj usual interjectionE o£ iraader 
and surpriae from the company, b'omft called 
it stTinge, some odd, ami some very comical ; 
and thoBc, who thought it the most improbable,' 
' found, by their questions, were the ntoitt de- 
-rous to believe it, I observed too, tllB^«riiil8 ■ 
ne etory lasted, they were moat of them trying jj 
the experiment upon their oivn esra, but with- 7, 
out ajiy viaible effect that I could poreeivo. 3 

Boon afterwuda tiia ttompaay broke up, and 9 
I went home, wbeie I conM not hslp r«flectiiig, § 
wiUi Mme degree of tmadeT, at JiU wonder of 7 
the reet, becatue I c«iild iM fiothiug eiitraordi- i 
nary in the power, wluch ttie eu ezerciaed in S 
' Chijia, when I cooKdered the eitteoKve influ- 1 
ence of that inlprvtaiit orgsn in Eurofe. Here, c 
M in Cl^u, it ia dw eoaree -of both jdeaaure f 
and power; the mauwi of applying to it is | 
only diHbreot. Hare' the tttilMkm ia tociI, I 
tfeere it ia intBMli hot the eftcta an ti»| 
MM} utd, bf the bjr. Bnt^evi «*n ar* notl 



stances of the sensibility and 
tlic cars of Great Britain. 

The British ears seem to be \ 

sensible of titillation as tJie Chii 

bly be ; nor is the profession of 

\ here any way inferior, or less luc 

^ are of three sorts, the privat 

I public tickler, and the self-tickh 

\ Flattery is, of all methods, 

produce that vibration of the all 

the auditory nerves with the 

- - titillation ; and according to ^ 

^ thinner texture of those orga 

must be more or less strong. ' 

mediate province of tlie private 

^reat skill consists in tuning hi: 

gj car of his patient ; it were end! 
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The bar has at present but few proficients of 
tliis sort, the pulpit none, the ladder alone 
seems not to decline. 

I must not here omit one public tickler of 
grreat eminency^ and whose titiilativc faculty 
must be allowc^d to be singly confined to the 
ear;. I mean the great Siguier Farinelli, to 
whom such crowds resort, for the ecstasy he 
administers to them tlirough that organ, and 
who so liberally requite his labours, that, if he 
will but do them thf ikvour to stay two or three 
years longer, and have two or three benefits 
more, they wiU have nothing left but their ears 
to give hhn. 

The self-tickler is as unhappy as contempti- 
ble ; for, having none of the talents necessary 
for tickling of others, and oonsequentiy not 
worth being tickled by others neither, he is 
reduced to tickle himself; his o^vn cars alone 
receive any titillation from his own efforts. I 
knew an eminent performer of this kind, who. 
by being nearly related to a skilful public tick- 
ler, would fain set up for the business himself, 
but has met with such repeated discourage- 
ments, that he is reduced to the mortifying 
resource of self-titillati^n, in which he commits 
the most horrid excesses. 

Besides the proofs above mentioned, of the 
influence of the ear in this country, many of 
our most common phrases and expressions, from 
whence the genius of a people may always be 
collected, demonstrate that the ew \a i^Orwii- 
JO 



P«-lM the grounds of my. 
The honert plaio gpecl 
glaasee were fonueriy the 
decftyed eyes; they accom 
Md, ,n some mewure, eha. 
Uioy magnified the object a 
Kpresented it in its true 
WheresB now the i-ariety of 
thiB first usefiU invention ha 
youngest, the strongest, wd 
the world out of their facul 
them, that, for the true diic. 
they must have recourse to , 
A« .■ nay, into such disrepu 
sight now fallen, that we mr 
Me eye is employed in tlie 
iscarefuliycovered with the 



nonaequeatlj, n it unpiohable tfaut an adminis- 
tratioa Bhoold think it wo^ iu while, even at 
« ]atgc expense, to Hecnre those few that eefs 
to see for the whole bulk of the natkon. TJiii 
snralj deserves our ftttention. 

It id most certain, that great numbers of' - 
people already see objecta in a very different 
light from what they were ever seen before, 
bj* the naked and undcluded eye, which can 
only be ascribed to the mierepresentattoiw of 
aome of tiieee artilicial media, of which I ehall^ 
eaomeraie the di&ereet kinds that faa^'e come 
to my knowledge. 

The looking-glsss, which for many ages waa 
tfae miniHter and coonaellor of the fair sex, hu 
now greatly extended iti jitrisdiction : eveiy 
body knows that tb&t glass is backed wi^ 
ijuicksilver, to hinder it from being diaphajioua; 
eo that it stops the beholder, and presents him , 
again to himself. Here his views centre aU 
ialipMiC wtd-jnr Mffaloiw ja fto eig«et ot 
hifl MBlttiipIatkiiM. Thlt laitd «f '^nW-I «» -' 
unm^ M now the mcMt eMnmi gf ivqr, w- 



H«t am in ten afftB' g b itM -fliat m.duly 
MS IsMilBd At the rMe ■» in d««lity net 
ilblJwiiiinii. lit tgnmrty ntomtbe luker 
H hmmV, wialB hte nttratfavi mhb* to be 
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engine of dangerous consequ 
in vogue : it swells the mil 
most monstrous size, height 
and even deforms the be 
When the finest hair appeal 
the finest pore like an abyss, 
representations may it exhil 
mistakes may it mutually occ 
two sexes ! Nature has fon 
that point of view in which 
native eye ; their perfection 
tion as tiiey leave out that ] 
Venus would cease to sppea 
lover, were she, by tlie help 
to be viewed in the ambient 
spiration. I bar Mrs. Osbo 
microscope upon me, since I 
possession of the spactaclos 
reading glasses, if she can : 
Tlicre is anot^.er kind of 
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of by ninisters to their friends, and ladies to 
their husbands. 

The smoked glass, that darkens even the 
lustre of the sun, must, of course, throw tlie 
blackest dye upon all other objects. This, 
though the most infernal invention of all, is 
far from being unpractised ; and I knew a gen- 
tlewoman, who, in order to keep her husband 
at home, and in her own power, had his whole 
house glazed wijth it, so that the poor gentle- 
man shut up his door, and neither went abroad, 
nor let any body in, for fear of conversing, as 
he thought, with so many devils. 

The dangers that may one day threaten our 
constitution in general, as well as particular 
persons, from the variety of these mischievous 
inventions, are so obvious, that they hardly 
need be pointed out : however, as my country- 
men cannot be too much warned against it, 
I shall hint at those that terrify me most. 

Suppose we should ever have a short-sighted 
prince upon the throne, though otherwise just, 
brave, and wise : who can answer for his glass- 
grinder, and, consequently, who can tell through 
what medium, and in what light, he may view 
the most important objects ? or who can answer 
for the persons that are to take care of his 
glasses, and present them to him upon occa- 
sion ? May not they change them, and slip a 
wrong one upon him, as their interest may 
require, and thus magnify, lessen, multiply, 
deform, or blacken, as they think pio'j^i S'^M'k 



lu %MK uofruw circle oi a a< 
On the other hand, should 
by arts of a designing mini 
of a corrupted glass-grinder, 
perversive glasses slipped 
might they see ? or what mi 
Nobody can tell. I am sure 
to fear they might possibly I 
standing army in time of peac 
and pleasing object, nay, as 
liberties and properties. T 
riches increase by new debts 
high duties; and they might 
rupt surrender of their ownp 
as the best protection of the r 
Should this ever happen to b 
be sure it must be by the inl 
strange medium, since th 
never viewed in this light 1 
unassisted eyes of our ance 
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erable perscma, are, by great age,, loag study, 
or a low, mortifisd way of living, reduced to 
have recourae to glasses. ^Now, should their 
tntdia be abused, and political translative -ones 
be slipped upon tiiem« what scandal would their 
innocent but misguided conduct bring upon 
religion, and what joy would it give, at this 
time, particularly, to the dissenters ! Such as, 
I am sure, no true member of our church caa 
tiiink of without horror ! I am the more ap*' 
prehensive of this, from the late revival of as 
art that flourished with idolatry, and that had 
expired with it, I mean the staining of ghiss* 
That medium, which throws strange and various 
colours upon all objlects, was f<»rmerly aaosedi 
to our churches^ and consequently may, for 
aught I know, in the intended revival of our 
true church discipline, be thought a candidate 
worthy of our favour and reception, and so & 
stained medium be established as the true, or- 
thodox, and canonical one. ' 

I have found it much easier to point out 
the mischiefs I apprehend, theok the means of 
obviating or remedying them, though I have 
turned it every way in my thoughts^ 

To have a certain number of persons ap- 
pointed to examine* and license all the glasses^ 
that sliould be used in this kingdom, would be 
lodging so great a trust in those persons, that 
the temptations to betray it would be exceed* 
ingly great too ; an^ it is te be fbared. that: 
people of quality would not take the tiora&f^^ ^'l 



to conununicate to the public. 

At last, despairing to find out a 
method that should prove effectual, 1 
to content myself with an earnest e: 
to all my country folks, of whatsoev 
sex, to see with their own eyes, or i 
all, blindness being preferable to err 

See then with your own eyes, y< 
though weak or dim : they will still 
a fairer and tmer TepreeentAtion oi 
than you wiil ever have by the interp< 
any medium whatsoever. Your sub 
placed in their proper point of view 
natural sight : viewing them in that j 
will see that your happiness consists 
your greatness in their riches, and yo 
in their affections. 

See likewise with your own eyes, y 
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In short, let the natural eyes retrieve their 
credit, and resume their power, we shall then 
see things as tliey really ore, which must end 
in the confusion of those, whose hppes and in 
tercsts are founded upon misrepresentations 
and deceit. 



POWKR or EDUCATION. 

1 hold for the force of education, tJiough I 
allow that natural disposition has some share in 
what we arc. Education certainly does not 
give wit, where nature has refused common 
sense ; but education gives a right turn to the 
scn^e we have, and even influences the heart, 
which is not indeed .created, but fashioned by 
education. To tliat it ii^ undoubtedly owing, 
that butchers, executioners, and inquisitors, 
have less sensibility ^ and are more bloody-mind- 
ed, than other men. As for those fine senti- 
ments of natural affection, which we meet with 
in novels, tragedies, and even in your modern 
weeping comedies, nothing caaF6e more absurd. 
A father, a mother, a husband, a wife, children, 
who have never seen one another, jknow each 
other, at once, by a certain emotion, a thrilling, 
a— whatever you please, occasioned by that 
sympathy at the sig]it of the object If such 
a sentiment did really exist, what discoveries^ 
and consequently what confusion, would it Bot 
occasion in Paris and London! How many 
citizens would change fcthers, and nhed t^ci^Mft 
11 Y 






FACK-I'.VI>'TI.N 

Ai I aiii desirous of beginn 
well, I siiali dovott? tliis pope: 
iiiv fair countrvwonicu, for 
tender a concern, that 1 ex 
conduct willi a kind of paren 
affection. I sincerely wish t 
the same time am determined 
reprimand, whenever, for th 
think it necessarv. I will ni: 
lies, suffer the errors of their 
those beautiful dwellings in 
lodj^ed : nor will I, on the ot 
allow the affectation and abufl 
to reflect contempt and ridi 
derstandinj^s. 

Native, artless beauty hi 
peculiar distinction of my fa 
Our poets have lonjr sunnr tl 
nml rn«P5. rnd our naintcrs li 



poets, and servilely oopytheirpaiiitera; degrad 
lag and diguiaiiig' themselvea into worse copies 
of bad copies of thetnaelveB, It ia even whisper- 
ed B.1)out town of tiiat excellent attiet, Mr. Lio- 
tard, that he lately refiised a fine woman to draw 
her picture, alleging that he never copied any 
body's worka but hia own ond God Almighty's. , 

I have' taken gteat paloe to inform myself 
of the gcowth and extent of this heinous crime 
of self-pointing, — I hod shnoat given it a harder 
name, — nndl amsorry tosny, thatlhave found 
it to be extremely epidemical. The present 
stale of it, in its several degrees, appears to be 
this: 

The inferior clnsa of women, who always 
ape their betters, mHhe use of a sort of rough- 
cast, little superior to the common lath and 
plaster, whicli comes very cheap, and can be 
afibrded out of the casual profits of the evening. 

The class immediately above these paint 
occasionally, eiOier in size or oi!, which, at six- 
pence per foot square, comes within a moderate 
weekly allowance. 

The generality of women of fashion make 
use of a superfine stucco, or plaster of Paris 
highly glazed, which does not require a daily 
renewal, and will, with some slight occairional 
repairs, last as long as tlieir curls, and stand 
a pretty strong collision. 

Ab for the transcendent and divine powder, 
with in exquisite varnish snperniftwceft. ^o %!. 
it, it ia bf no means common, tul la iwwTvfe 
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ve obseived tbal manj of the sagacious 
loTdB of this great metropulia, who let lodg- 
, do, a.t the beginning of the winter, new 
p, paint, and stucco tho ironta of (heir 
les, in order to cat£h the eye of passeDgers, 
engage lodgers. Now, to say the truth, I 
lot help suspecting that this a rather tbe 

motive of my fair country womeo, when 
' thus incruet Ibcmsclves. jlut, alas 1 those 
rord repairs will never tempt people to in- 
B vritliiii. Tfie cases ure greatly different ; 
IB former they both adorn and preserve, :n 
latter they disguet and destroy. 
1 order, therefore, to put an efiectual atop 
lis enormity, and save, as Isr as 1 am aUe, 
native carnations, the eyes, the teeth, the 
ith, and the reputations of my beautiful (si- 
subjects, I here give notice, that if, within 
calendar month fi'om the dato Ijeroo^ (I 
// that time for the consumption of the stock 
land,) I shall receive any autlientio teati- 
ies, (and 1 liave my spies abioad,] of this 
listication and adultcnition of the &ircet 
ks of nature, 1 am resolved to publish at 
length the names of (lie delinquents. This 
' perhaps at first eight seem a bold meaetue, 

ectioiu of scandal and defamation may be 
ight of : but 1 go upon safe ground; for, 
irc I took this resolution, I wse determined 
mow bU the worst poasible consequences 






order to give me ms vcij uv.»» ^^ 

publishing the names at full leng 
paper, I humbly conceive, said h< 
avoid all the troublesome consequei 
n%kcndot8, But the present question 
hend it aright, seems to be, whethc 
thereby be liable to any other actior 
which, for brevity's sake, I will not 
merate. Now, by what occurs to r 
and without consulting my boob 
apprehend that no action will lie a 
j| but, on the contrary, I do conceive 
\ take upon me to affirm, that you xi 
against these criminals, for such I 
^ to coll them, either by action or 
the crime being of a public and a 
ture. Here is not only the #uj 
which is highly penal, but the cm 
An ooHoTi popvlaVj or of qui tam 
tainly lie ; but, however, I shoi 
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pretty often ; however, I remained silent, ob- 
serving plainly by his countenance that he had 
not finished, but was thinicing on. In a ^ little 
time he resumed his discourse, and said, *< All 
things considered, Mr. Fitz-Adam, I would 
advise you to bring your indictment upon the 
Black jid, 9 Geo. I. cap. 22, which is a very 
fine penal statute." I confess I couid not 
check the sudden impulse of surprise, which 
this occasioned in me, and, interrupting him 
perhaps too hastily, "What, sir," said I, "indict 
a woman upon the Black Act for painting 
white ?" Here ray counsel, interrupting me in 
his turn, said, with some warmth, " Mr. Pitz- 
Adam, Mr. Pitz-Adam, you, like too many 
others, have not sufficiently considered all the 
beauty, good sense, and solid reasoning, of the 
law. The law, sir, let me tell you, abhors all 
refinements, subtleties, and quibblings upon 
words. What is black or white to the law ? 
Do you imagine that the law views colours by 
the rules of optics ? No, God forbid it should. 
The law makes black white, or wliite black 
according to the rules of justice. The law 
considers the meaning, the intention, the qiio 
animo of all actions, not their external modes. 
Here a woman disguises her face with white, 
as the Waltham people did with black, and 
with the same fraudulent and felonious inten- 
tion. Though the colour be different, the 
guilt is the same in the intendment of the law. 
It 13 felony without benefit of cI^i^'j^^tA. ^^ 
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IbttaAtm iit^Vf'^ 'their mmt 

hj Ida i^Mm^ maAm»i04Af^l4matn^ 

deisireto-fi**.- ■•" ■■ •■'.^''. • ■■.-"■ '■■."'•■■ 

^ ■ ■■■■■■ • : • •;ftt^-^-V :;r.-r-'«' ; , - . ■,■> 

The RdMtitf <hiij 4to t»y MPjjMNfe ArBvicis 
or, yoo iriKjr ki iwir » ^ Id^^bot, ki^ 

mtttii^ tliAt one iiAj|^^ili6aiu^^ the 

whole br it j^- f eettili%* I wii4i^aQlf veiy 
apt to jtt^#Wlrtilii|ttM^ tad 4017, without 
pret^di^^»p<Ai#^il^^ ihate^oT eafirw»tgr^ 
say, tln^F !fewi^<f ^tf y WI>la^fc^ n^ielf bouk* 
taken in f^ f t^f* fiflnrt w fc eaatto fbrm to ono^ 
self s(mie'ibij[»i]ilba cf fM^^e, the first tipie one 
s^es tbemj'ihMta tltOfr^ and dress ; and & snit 
of clothes hits often iiDfonned me, with the u^ 
most certainty, Hiat the wearer had not common 
sense. The Grefc^s '(to dii^nlay my learning) 
said ifjbftrcov avv)|, or; th^ dress shows the man; 
and it is certain that^ of all triflinf tilings, there 
is none liy whieh peiiple so mneh discover their 
natdral turn of mind as by their dress. In 
greater nrntters they proceed more cantioosly ; 
nature is disgnsed/Und wettKbeSBee are con- 
cealed by art'or is^tion; bat in dress they 
give a loose to tilKeir IkniBy, -ind Irf declaring 
itnui httknaterid tiliing, thiM^k«t the same time 
th^ Ho tfiot thittk it' so^- j^ltoilitfxtiiflttSMABitni itki 
letM fimpawtyf in their f^ m%e i <t oSccuMnM 
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As dress is more immediately t 

not to say the pleasure, not to sfl 

study, of the fair sex, I make m 

cation to them; and I humbb 

indulgence, if the rules I shall lay 

prove a litUe contrary to those th« 

erto practised. There is a prop 

every rank, age, and figure, whic 

deviate from are guilty of petty tr 

comnon sense; to prevent which 

future, I have some thoughts of 

proper parts of the town, a certa 

babies in the statutable dress, fo 

age, and figure, which, like the 2£ 

i ni. shall reduce th&t matter to a 

Dress, to be sensible, must 
adapted to the pcr&on, as, in writ 

(must be suited to the subject, 
may not unaptly be carried on 
several branches of it I am fa 



roica. But I hereby notify to the pro (use 
wives of iBdustrioufl tradeameu aod honeat 
yeomen, that all they get by dreaBing above 
themselves is the envy Dud hatred uf their in- 
feriors and their equals, with the contempt and 
ridicule of their superiors. 

To those of the iiret rank in birth luid 
beauty, I recommend a noble simplicity of 
dresH ; the subject eupporta itself, and wiuits 
none of the borrowed helps of externa] orna- 
ments. Beautitiil nature may he disfigured, 
but cannot be improved, by art ; and as I took 
upon a tery hBtidaomc woman to be the finest 
subject in nature, her dress ought to be epic, 
riodeat, coblei and entirely free from the mod- 
ern tinsel. I therefore prohibit all concetti, ' 
and luxuriances of tsJicy, which only depreci- 
nlo GO noble a subject; and I must do the 
handsomest women I know the justice to say, , 
that they keep the clearest from these cxtrav- 
agancoa. Delia's good sense appears even 
in her dress, which she neither studies nor 




sonnet, the madrigal, anii sucn ui 
poeitions. Flavia may serve fo 
this kind ; her ornaments are he 
not her care ; though she shines 
and glittering images of dress, 

a of the subject warrants all the ^ 
the fancy. And if slie owes to 
^i which, it may be, she would not 
, f, them, she returns them graces t 
^ ' nowhere else. 
; • There is a third sort, who, v 

!i^ neutrality of face, are neitlier 
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ugly, and who have notliing lo re( 
but a certain smart and genteel 
figure, quick and lively. Thes^ 
\\- dulgc in a higher style than 
. :'' which should be neat, clever, i 
"*'« *ha wimlo in lie in the stinsr, a 



m 

kg9 reqoizey.thilf ifli0qbtiix?ne4 of thirtjFf'Ui^ 
nk9tecir4im^iitim^li^ and ftM» 

when tMH^ d^ f fi ^a r^ ^aPW*^ «U 

th^ vtilCMkii tfaiJBwwiliwp iwlW"^Viiiiii but a^v^ 

mtt yfcbff. W» < gptt Mw »i S ; »l»ii» tfa^ ciUMe of 
iMwrnwH i MMftii^AJMifesMMMaBttdiiiiiUlalMU 
DvociMd withfiiiMiflJt Ttortho flMiMiniiiiinr an ^ 

numeroovft^wrtoliBay^mint^^ I most, 

fov their pyx^ wlnn^frquttthaiai witli Mine lig- 

ndkiiliybiit iip4icMM^ not 

zilMb^ve yl»i»iiqSti|#«proa^»iyid My a tt en y t a 

W9^ «i(eite langiiiteKi.^ 49 lu^. 9!»»aii. sii^ot^ 
beV' sU ■ •p^Mttm jTflid aav ^unfauui^ that mav 

^Wir «y«s Ufoa hff». i^Mil^f^dliWUl i^QMTtaiii 
8fhil)ir .JButif ahfi^fiM<Bi|9WHP>W4ili^of d^^ 
t« c(nii».im:idaftqiity lifwi^ mufciwdj the ip- 
aptoac^ ^ of . tiM( .i n> ^ fl >j »l H i^ ;'i» jo aa nto d, and 
wib^ Avfioqron j^l^.tnf a«a^«p,^ charm the 
jiYBm i^A MunlA ihaiTft jaBi raaaoB ■ ta ^wnl^in if 
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anotner way; they should endc 
honest, good-humoured gentlemc 
amuse themselves with field s; 
cheerful glass, and^ if tliey could 
liament, I should, for my own p 
o^^jection to it. Should I be t 
woman shall know she is ugly, a 
measures accordingly ; I answer, i 
to judge right, she must not belie 
but her ears, and if they have noi 
warm addresses and applications, 
pcnd upon it, it was the deform 
the severity, of her countenance, tl 
them. 

There is another sort of ladies, 
insults upon common sense call fo 
est correction, and who may most 
Btylv j old offenders. These are tlu 
fair ones, and upwards, who, w 
were handsome or not in the 1 
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looked niore liko thft ctoei^red worms m the 
oddiBtof ikfik .^nm iiHjitj> Jiy^^I have seoA 
them proudly diiitey withiM ijinlni ■hrif nlltid 
and decoje^ like 1iigfe<gw^<iifitii^]oiw»itfii, 
and whkdf no hoiid^JM^IiMPX^UJiiiii-eC time, 
had visitAd ,the8e-jfi!i1ap.iiyfMg». i.. ISIm -vliflMt 
indiilgoso«l I QUI «Ho|ff ]iMp». k 0|4MPM.«lfiaii!> 
linefs, that thoir may 9oi oflbnii «Me ^aenoM 
than the sight; Ira^liHritiw dvaoil it most be 
confined to^the eleggr- aad the iHWhti 

What hat beea^MM ..wift f^htiwi ta the 
fiiir sex holds' txae 11^ i«kdoiftt|^^ .other, 
only with still gwwter. ««stiietiqff% ■•• soch 
irregulanties Aie lees yaidjniisklio.W .aien than 
in ladies. A yosjoaaMa jinmiiiiiT s wUh the 
fiuahionis no itiapairagiwaant t» the, best imdef 
standing, and an af^ted mgokaiij would be ; 
but an excess, beyond wlmt age, rank, and 
character will justify, is one oi the worst signs 
the body can hang out, and wiU never tempt 
people to call in. I see with indulgence the 
youth of our nation fiaely bounds and. gilt <m 
the back, and wish they were lettered into the 
bargain. I f<H|giye them the unnatural scan- 
tiness of their wig% and- the immoderate 
dimensions of their bag%-tB e<nHBderati<9i that 
the fashion has prevailed^ «iid ths^ ^he opposi- 
tion of a few to it wonld bttfaa greater aifec- 
tatkm of. the two. Though 1^ the way,l 
veiymueh doubt wiMtherl^ are all of than 
gMipt ^ ahowitig thsir aa^ it is said 

that ICdasy after a eertain aeeatoDds.f'vi^a^ ^^^b» 
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imaaveraioa upon one prevaumg loiiy. 
both 86X68 are equally guilty, and wl 
tended with real ill consequences to tl 
I mean that rage of foreign fopperies, 
so considerable ar sum of ready mon 
nually exported out of the kingdom, : 
which ought not to be suffered to be 
even gratis. Ih order, therefore, to 
as far as I am able, this absurd and mi 
'practice, I hereby signify, that I wil 
greater indulgence than ordinary to t 
only expose themselves in the mai; 
of their own country ; and that they 
joy a connivance, in the nature of a c 
to those excesses, which otherwise I 
tolerate. 

I must add, that if it be so genteel i* 
French, even in their weaknesses. 



CHESTERFIELD. 137 

fine women emulate that spirit, and assert, as 
they might do with much more truth, that the 
foreign manufactures are not to be compared to 
the English, such a declaration woidd be worth 
two or three hundred thousand pounds a year 
to the kingdom, and operate more effectually 
than all the laws made for that purpose. The 
Roman ladies got the Oppiah law, which re 
strained their dress, repealed, in spite of the 
unwearied opposition of the elder Cato. ] 
exhort the British ladies to exert their power 
to better purposes, and to revive, by their cred 
it, the trade and manufactures of their own 
country, in spite of the supine negligence of 
those, whose more immediate care it ought to 
be to cultivate and promote them. 



FIRMI^ESS AND GEXTX.ENESS OVOHT TO BE 

COMBir^ED. 

I mentioned to you, some time ago, a sentence, 
which I would most earnestly wish you always 
to retain in your thoughts, and obser^'e in your 
conduct : It is, 9uaviter in modojjbrtith' in re. 
I do not know any one rule so unexceptionably 
useful and necessary in every part of life. 1 
shall therefore take it for my text to-day ; and 
as «ld men love preaching, and I have some 
right to preach to you, I here present you with 
my sermon upon these words. To proceed, 
then, regularly and pulpitically, I will first shou 
you, my beloved, the necesatLiY ^oiff\»TKvsya. ^S. 
12* 



degenerate and sink into a mean, tii 
pSaisance, and passivencss, if liot sunpt 
dignified by the fortitlr in re ; whi 
also run into impetuosity and brutali 
tempered and softened by tlic suavitkr 
however, they are seldom united. T] 
choleric man, with strong animal sp 
spises the siuiviUr in modo, and thinkb^ 
ail before him by the foiiiter in re. 
possibly, by great accident, now and t 
ceed, when he has only weak and timid 
deal with ; but his general fate will be, 
offend, be hated, and fail. On tlie otl 
the cunning, crafty man thinks to gai 
ends by the suamth in inodo only ; ht 
all things to all men ; he seems to 
opinion cf his own, and servilely ad 

nreF.ent Oninion of thp nrnunnf nn-n 
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command, your commands, delivered suaviUr 
in modo, will be willingly, cheerfully, and con- 
sequently well obeyed ; whereas, if given only 
fortUery that is, brutally, they will rather, as Ta- 
citus says, be interpreted than executed. For 
my own part, if I bid my footman bring me a 
glass of wine, in a rough, insulting manner, I 
ehoujd expect that, in obeying me, he would 
contrive to spill some of it upon me ; and I am 
sure I should deserve it. A cool, steady res- 
olution should show, that where you have a 
right to command, you will be obeyed ; but, at 
the same time, a gentleness in the manner of 
enforcing that obedience should make it a 
cheerful one, and soften as much as possible 
the mortifying consciousness of inferiority. If 
you are to ask a fayour, or even to solicit your 
due, you must do it auavith in modo, or you 
will give those who have a mind to refuse you 
either, a pretence to do it, by resenting the 
manner ; but, on the other hand, you must, by a 
steady perseverance, and decent tenaciousness, 
show thefortU^ in re. 'The right motives are 
seldom the true ones of men's actions, especially 
of kings, ministers, and people in high stations, 
who often give to opportunity and fear, what 
they would refuse to justice or to merit. By 
the suavithr in modo engage their hearts, if you 
can ; at least, prevent the pretence of offence ; 
but take^care to show enough of thefortiter in 
re to extort from their love of ease, or their 
fear, what you might in vain hope iV*' ^\^\sv 



^^ uoi Know which a^'e r 
Other sentiments are thci 
to, tlian those of mere jas\ 
their favour must be captive 
|| ' in modo : their love of easi 

^ wearied importunity, or th< 

V upon by a decent intimation ( 

1 resentment; this is the tri 

< Tliis precept is tlie only wa 

world of being loved without 
and feared without being hate« 
the dignity of character, whici 
must endeavour to establish. 

Now to apply what has b> 
conclude : 

If you find tliat you have a ] 
temper, which unguardedly br 
discreet sallies, or rot^-*- 
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e of pleasing on your part, uo wheedling, 
Log, nor flattery, on oUier people's, make 
recede one jot from any point that reason 
irudence have bid you pursue ; but return 
e charge,. persist, persevere, and you will 
most things attainable that are possible, 
elding, timid meekness is always abused 
insulted by the unjust and the unfeeling ; 
when sustained by the/ortitir in re, is al- 
I respected, commonly successful. In your 
dships and connexions, as well as in your 
ties, this rule is particularly useful ; let 
firmness and vigour preserve and invite 
hments to you ; but, at the same time, let 
manner hinder the enemies of your friends 
iependents from becoming yoiirs ; let your 
lies be disarmed by the gentleness of your 
icr, but let them feel, at the same time, the 
liness of your just resentment; for there is 
t difference between bearing malice, which 
ways ungenerous, and a resolute self-de- 
i, which is always prudent and justifiable, 
legotiations with foreign ministers, re- 
ber the fortiikr in re ; give up no point, • 
[>t of no expedient, till the utmost necessity 
:e8 you to it, and even then dispute the 
ad inch by inch : but, then, while you are 
mding with the minister forttUr in re, 
mber to gain the man by the suavith' in 
• If you engage his heart, you have a 
;hance for imposing upon his understand- 
and determining his will. T^V^sssvew 



-. , uiiu that, 01 all 
make a good friend of so g 
these means you may and \ 
gainer : you never can be a 
pie cannot gain upon then 

r- » ' and civil to those who are e 
competitors, or opposers, thou 
I of those accidental circunist; 

, like and esteem them. They 

I and an awkwardness in com 

and catch at any little iliing 
and so, from temporary and 
opponents, make tliem their p 
This is exceedingly weak and 
indeed, is all humour in husir 
only he carried oti successfully 
good policy and right reasonir 
nations I would he more nnr* 
hlemenf ''"••' 
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to the sucniUr in fnodo^ and great dignity to the 
foHitkr in re ; and consequently they deserve 
the utmost attention. 

From what has been said, I conclude with 
this observation, That gentleness of manners, 
with firmness of mind, is. a shdrt, but full de- 
scription of human perfection on this side of 
religious and moral duties. 



FRIENDSHIP. 

i 

People of you; age have, conunonly, an 
unguarded frankness about them ; which makes 
them the easy prey and bubbles of the artful 
and the ezperiepGed: they look upon every 
knave or fool, who ^ella them that he is their 
friend, to be really so ; and pay that profession 
of simulated .friendship, with an indiscreet 
and unbounded confidence, always to their loss, 
often to their ruin. iBeware, therefore, now 
that you are coming into :the world, of these 
proffered friendships. Receive them with ' 
great civility, but with great incredulity too : 
and pay them with compliments, but not with' 
confidence. Do not let your vanity and self- 
love make you suppose that people become 
your friends at first sight, or even upon a short 
acquaintance. Real friendship is a slow grow- 
er ; and never thriv(!S, unless ingrafted upon' 
a stock of known and reciprocal merit There 
is another kind of nomiaal. friendship^ ojmAiD^ 
young people, Which is 4lhuna ^ot ^^ Njasiw^, 



rather be called a conspiracy i 
and good manners, and be pun 
by the civil magistrate. Howe 
the impudence, and the folly, tc 
federscy a friendship. They le 
money, for bad purposes ; they € 
rcls, offensive and defensi -^i, fo 
plices ; they tell one another i 
and often more too, when, of e 
accident disperses them, and 
more of each otlier, unlesB k In 
laugh at their imprudent confide 
her to make a great differ 
compa^iions and friends ; for a 
sant and agreeable compamon i 
does, prove a very improper ai 
gerous friend. People will, in i 
urtA nnt. withnnt reason, form 1 
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knaves and foola, if it can be called fiiendship, 
there ie no occuuon to make either of tJicm 
your enemies, nantoolf and unprovoked ; for 
they are numeroua bodies ; and I would rather 
choose a. secure nentralitfi tbtm alliance, or 
war, with cither of them. You may be a de- 
clared enemy to theirricet and fblliea, without 
beinf; raarked out by them as a penonal oca. 
Their enmity is the next dangerous thing to 
Iheir friendaliip. Have a real reserve with, 
almost every boily ; lutd have a seemiDg reserve 
with almost nobody : for it is very disagreeable 
to seem reserved, and very dangerous not to 
be so. Few people fiud the medium ; many 
nre ridiculously mysterious and reacrvcd up07i 
trifles : and many imprudenOy commumcativc 
of nil they know. 

There is an incontjnency of fricniltliip 
among young teUows, who are associated by 
their mutual pleasures only ; which has, very 
frequently, bad coneequencea. A parcel of 
warm hearts, and unexperienced heads, heated 
by convivin] mirth, and possibly a little too 
much wine, voiv, and really mean at the time, 
eternal friendships to each other, and indis- 
creetly pour out their whole Boula in common, 
and wiiliout tlic least reserve. These confi- 
dences are as indiscreetly repealed aa they were 
made ; for new jrieasures, and new places, soon 
diflBolvc this ill-ccroentei.^Opiexion ; and then 
very ill us-cs aro n-.ad^jSr.y'S** ra^h confi- 



more ex^rienced than yourself, 
ingr in a different walk of life ft 
likely to become your rival : for 
advise you to depend so much u] 
virtue of mankind, as to hope, o: 
your competitor will ever be y 
to the object of that competitior 
• *###* 
I am convinced that true frier 
ter distinguished in small than is 
We dare not be wanting in the 
of friendship ; our reputation wo 
much; but then we often fulfil 
from selfishness than from sentin 
a thousand pretences might be 
avoid little attentions, which v 
very troublesome, if sentiment d 
them even delightful. 
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to form a firiendahip, but there muat also be 
sense on both sides to cany it on. 



OOOD-B&EEDIHO. 

Civility and good-breeding are generally 
thought) and often used, as synonymous terms, 
but are by no means so. 

Good-breeding necessarily imj^es civility, 
but civility does not reciprocally imply good- 
breeding. The former has its intrinsic weight 
and value,^ which the latter always adorns, and 
often doubles, by its workmanship. 

To sacrifice one's own self-love to other 
people's is a short, but, I believe, a true defi- 
nition of civility : to do it with ease, propriety, 
and grace, is good-breeding. The one is the 
result of good nature ; the other of good sense, 
joined to experience, observation, and atten- 
tion. 

A ploughman will be civil, if be is good- 
natured, but cannot be well-bred. A courtier 
will be well-bred, though perhaps without 
good nature, if he has but good sonde. 

Fktttery is the disgrace of good-breeding, 
as brutality often is of truth and sincerity. 
Good-breeding is the middle point between 
these two odious eictremes. 

Ceremony is the superstition of good-breed- 
ing, as well as of religion; but' yet, being an 
outwwk to both, shouldUj|tt|^ ab8o}^tely de- 
molished. It is alwaydjHi^ certain dcg^»e 



ing the best company. It is not t 
mere speculation, and cannot be 
fined, as it consists in a fitness, a 
words, actions, and even looks, ad 
infinite variety and combinations 
places, and things. Tt is a mode 
stance : for what is good-bree 
James's would pass for foppery o: 
remote village, and the home-spu 
that village would be considered 
at court 

A cloistered pedant may form 
of civility ; but if, amidst the cob^ 
cell, he pretends to spin a specula 
of good-breeding, he will not be 
than his predecessor, who judicic 
took to instruct Hannibal in the 
The most ridiculous and most awlr 
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the bounds of decency, which the former are 
too apt to tTBusgresa, and which the ktter 

Courts are unquestionably the aeats of good- 
breeding', and muHt necesBarily be so ; otherwiije 
they would be the seats of Tioleuce and deso- 
lation. There all the passions are in their 
highest state of foTmentotion. AU pursue 
what but few can obtain, and many seek what 
but one can eiyoy. Good-breeding alone re- 
strains their excesses. There, if enemies did 
not embrace, they would stab. There, smiles 
are often put on to concenl tears. There, 
mutual services are professed, while mutual 
injuries are intended ; and there, the guile of 
the serpent simulates the gentleness of the 
dove : all this, it is true, at the expense of sin- 
cerity, but, upon the whole, to the advantage 
of social intercourse in general. 

I would not be misapprehended, and suppoij* 
ed to recommend good-breeding, thus profaned 
and prostituted to the purposes of guilt and 
perfidy ; but I iJiink I may justly infer from it, 
to what a degree the accomplishment of good- 
breeding must adorn and enforce virtue and 
truth, when it con thus Boften (he outrages 
and deformity of vice and falsehood. 

I am sorry to be obliged to confess that my 
native country is not perhaps the seat of the 
most perfect good-bree^W, though I really 
believe it yields to nontt V0Mi1|Bfiul sincere 
civility, as fkr u ciTilitjrw, ui^ tn^«. %«M^\s^ 



tiJ^^and I believe very tnHy 

in the world, it is oiuy 

ing and attentions, by flatten 
setf-love of others, repay the 
est^ Itisageneralcommer. 
onbyabarterofattenuons, 

one grain of solid merit, by 
make up the balance. 

It were to be wished t 
were in general thought a , 
of the educauon of our y 
distinction, than at present 

might even be f^Sl, 
academical "tudie*, that ta 

of time to very httle purj 
.1-1,* ...ofiillv share some < 
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ness and inattention, to the diminution, I will 
venture to say, even of their own pleasures, if 
they know what true pleasi^res arc. 

Love and friendship necessarily produce, and 
justly authorize, fai^iarity; but then good- 
breeding must mark out its bounds, and say. 
Thus, far shalt thou go, and no farther ; for J 
have known many a passion and many a friend- 
ship degraded, weakened, and at last, if I may 
use the expression, wholly slatterned away, by 
an unguarded and illiberal fSuniliority. Nor is 
good-breeding less the ornament and cement 
of common social life : it connects, it endears, 
and, at tlie same time that it indulges the. just 
liberty, restrains that indecent licentiousness 
of conversation, which alienates and provokes. 
Great talents make a man famous, great merit 
makes him respected, and great learning makes 
him esteemed; but good-breeding alone can 
make him be loved. 

I recommend it in a more particular manner 
to my countrywomen, as the greatest ornament 
to such of them as have beauty, and the safest 
refuge for those wlio ha\e not It facilitates 
the victories, decorates the triumphs, and se- 
cures the conquests of beauty, or in some 
degree atones for the want of it. It almost 
deifies a fine woman, and procures respect at 
least to those who have not charms enougli to 
be admired. 

Upon the whole, though good-breeding can- 
not, strictly speaking, be called a wV»fe^^^^. 



trUUl^ C U.MX'.l.i -• 



Good company is not what r 
of company are pleased either :i 
tliemselves, but it is tliat comp! 
the people of the place call, and 
to be, good company, notwiths 
objections which Uiey may form 
individuals who compose it. It c 
(but by no means without oxccp 
of considerable birtli, rank, and i 
people of neither birth nor rank 
and very justly admitted into it, il 
by any peculiar merit, or ciiiinen 
ral art or science. ' Nay, so mol 
pood company, tliat many people 
rank, or merit, intrude into it by 
wardness, and others slide into it 
tlon of some considerable pers< 
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company ; th«re being no l«gal tribunal to as- 
certain either. 

A company, consisting wholly of people of 
the first quality, cannot, for that reason, be 
called good company, in the common accepta-- 
tion of the phrase, unless they are, into the 
bargain, the fashionable and accredited com- 
pany of the place ; for people of the very first 
quality can be as silly, as ill-bred, and as worth- 
less, as people of the meanest degree. On the 
other hand, a company consisting entirely of 
people of very low condition, whatever their 
merit or parte may be, can never be called 
good company ; and consequently should not 
be much frequented, though by no means de- 
spised. 

A company wholly composed of men of 
learning, though greatly to be valued and 
respected, is not meant \iy the words good com- 
pany ; they cannot have the easy manners and 
Ummure of the world, as they do not live in it. 
If you can bear your part well in such a com- 
pany, it is extremely right to be in it sometimes, 
and you will be but more esteemed in other 
companies, for having a place in that But 
tlien do not let it engross you ; for, if you do, 
you will only be considered as one of the lite- 
rati by profession ; which is not the way either 
to shine, or rise in the world. 

The company of professed wits and poets 
is extremely inviting to most young men ; who, 
if they have wit themselves, are pleased ^ir^ 

CV1 
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< a very unpopular denominat 
i]",| terror along with it; and p 
■ y. are as much afraid of a live 
as a woman is of a gun, whic 
go off of itself, and do her a 
acquaintance is, however, wc 
their company wortli frequen^ 
clusively of others, nor to su 
be considered only as one of 1 

But the company, which 
should most carefully avoid, 
ny, which, in every sense of 
:: ■ indeed ; low in rank, low in 
ners, and low in merit Yc 
surprised, that I should thi 
warn you against such com 
not thirii it wholly unneces 
-- ^v.{/kii J have see 
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Upon it, you will sink or rise to the level of 
the compoDj which you commonly keep ; peo- 
ple will Judge of you, and not unreasoDsbly, by 
that. There is good senaa in the Spenieh 
aayinj, " Tell me whom you live with, bhA I 
will toll you who you ore." Make it therefore 
your buaioees, wherever you are, to get ioto 
that company, which every body of the plsce 
ullou's to be the best company, next to tlieir 
own ; which ia the beat definition that I can 
give you of good company. But here, too, one 
caution ia very neceaeaiy; for want of which 
many young men have been ruined, even in 
good company. 

Guod company ((u I have before observed] 
is composed of n great variety of fashionable 
people, whose charactera and morals ore very 
different, though their manners are pretty much 
the same. When a j'ouug man, new in the 
world, first geta into thai company, he very 
rightly determines to conform to, and imitate 
it. But then he too oflen, and fatally, mistakes 
the objects of his imitation. Ho has often 
I^.eard that abaurd term, of genteel and fashion- 
able vices. He Uiere aeea aomc people who 
shine, and who in general are admired and 
esteemed ; and obaervea, Umt these people are 
whoremnaters, drunkorda, or gamesters: upon 
which he adopts their vices, mistaking their 
defects for their pcrfectJopa, and thinking Uiat 
they owe their iBahion and their lustre to those 
genteel vices. Whereia it is exoctlv tb» ^^ 



vices. A whoremaster, in a flu 
nose, IB a very genteel perso 
woU worthy of imitation ! A d 
ing up at night the wine of the 
fied by the headache all thft nex 
' a fine model to copy from ! Ai 
tearing his hair and blasphemi 
lost more than he had in Uic wc 
most amiable character ! No : 
lays, and great ones too, which c; 
any character, but will always d< 
To prove this ; suppose any man 
and some other good qualities, t 
whoremaster, a drunkard, or a g 
will he be looked upon by all so: 
Why, as a most contemptible an 
mal. Therefore it is plain, tliat, : 
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■iter alt the pains I have taken to find out 
what was meant by the woH, and whether 
those i(f 10 use itoftenett had anjr clear idea 
annexed to it, I have only been able negatively 
to discover, that they do not mean tUeir own 
natural Itate '; but, on the contrary, that they 
have sacrificedittoanimaginary one, of which 
they call give no^iccount They build houses 
in taste, which they cannot live in with coji- 
venienc; ;• they suffer with impatience the 
miuic tlioy pretend to heat with rapture, and 
the^ evoii eat nothing thdy like, for tie e«ke 
of eatint; in taste. 

Not Ibr b:mseir hs tea, or hears, or ealt; 

AniBU id:uI choaK bii pkiurei, oniuc, meati. — Pof E. 

It is cerbiin the Commandments, now so much 
neg]ect«Hl, if not abrogated, might be observed 
with muJi'i less self-deuial, than these inuigin- 
ary laws <if taste, to which bo exact am! scru- 
pi^cus a>i obedience is paid. 

I tiike taste, when not used for the sensation 
of the pnldte, which is iu proper signification, 
to be a iiie^phar to expreas that judgment 
which eaiih man forms to himself of those 
tilings, u liich are Oct contained in any certain 

' ThianBEibemsc of a general, who, hai^ng applied 
to an Engtili nobleman, eelefimttKi (or his lasle in arehi- 
uctura, 10 direct the bafUuig- of ahoase tbrhimsetrihad 
one condlHT^iod indeed with ^cBlelf^gtmcc and regiilanry 
on the ouuiilr , bvt altoerther drMilulE of every navenience 
farK&nil} t"Uvctn. Lord ClicsterfidU, upon aeeiiig h, j 
l9lilOiagen(?BJ, "If I hno your home, I wonld hire the i 
cfipo^e one 10 live in^ bta! cnijoy the pni^^^^ 



building, there are certain 
founded upon nature, as that 
support the weaker, &:c. ; bu 
and convenient parts are the 
Hence arises the propriety 
because taste in every thing 
and personal, as in tlic palat< 
senses ; nay, even our minds 
affected as our palates, by 
when those things are not o 
ascertained and demonstrate 
However, this right of tas 
which seems to be tlie nal 
mankind, is now totally sun 
the proper sense of the woi 
would be well received in i 
must eat, though with reluct 
iJie laws of some eminent gl 
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constitutions, without hearing at least the rep- 
resentations and admonitions of common sense. 

Eating, itself, seems to me to be rather a 
subject of humiliation than of pride, since the 
imperfection of our nature appears, in the daily 
necessity we lie under of recruiting it in that 
manner. So that one would think, that the 
only care of a rational being should be, to re- 
pair his decayhig &bnc as clieap as possible. 
But the present fashion is directly contrary ; 
and eating, now, is the greatest pride, busi- 
ness, and expense of life, and that, too, not to 
.support, but to destroy nature. 

The frugal meal was anciently the time of 
unbending the mind by cheerful and improv- 
ing conversation, and the table-talk of inge- 
nious men has been thought worth transmitting 
to posterity. The meal is now at once the 
iriost frivolous and most serious part of life. 
I^he mind is bent to the utmost, and all the 
attention exerted, for what ? The critical ex- 
amination of compound dishes : and if any two 
or three people happen to start some useful or 
agreeable subject of conversation, they are 
soon interrupted, and overpowered by the ec- 
static interjections of excellent! exquisite! de- 
licious ! Pray taste this ; you never eat a bet- 
ter thing in your life. Is ^at good ? Is it ten- 
der ? Is it seasoned enough ? Would it have 
been better so ? Of such wretched stuff as 
this d9es tJie present table-talk wholly consist, 
in open defiance of all convetBoAioTv ^tv^ ^qasv- 
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spirit 
h' My lord) having tasted and < 

the Bechamele, shook his heai 
fered as his opinion to the 
the garlic was not enough 
j earnestly desired to know th 
and hegged they would taste 
tion. 

The company, after proper < 
plied, that they were of his lor 
and that the garlic did indeed 
*•' self too much : but the maitre. a 

ing, represented that they wer 
than ever in garlic at Paris ; u 
company one and all said, tl 
case. 

My lord, having sagacious! 
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heir mbbita much sooner now than thej used 
o do at Puia. " Are you sure of that ?" add 
ny lord, with some vivacity. " Yes," replied 
he maitre d'h^ld; "the cook had a letter 
i.bout it la3t night." — " I am not sorry for 
hat," rejoined my lord ; " for, to tell you the 
rath, I naturally love tq eat my meat before 
t stinka." The rest of the company, and even 
he colonel himself, contessed the same. 

This ingeoLOUs and edifying kind of conver- 
atiou continued, without the least interruption 
rom common aenee, tirough four courses, 
vhiuh lasted four hours, till the coinpany could 
leither swallow cor utter imy thing more. 

A very great person among the ancicntii 
vas very properly asket.if he was not asham- 
ed to phy so v:e\\ upon the Bddle. And oue 
nay surely with oh much reason ask these ii- 
Ujtrious modems, if they are not aahamed of 
>eing svicli good cooks. 

It ij really not to be imagined with what 
irofound knowledge and orudition our men of 
|uality now treat these culinary subjects, and 

cannot but hope that such excellent critics 
vill at last turn authors thamaelvea ; nay, I 
liuly expect to see a digest of tlie whole art 
if cookery by some person of honour. 

T cannot help hinting, by tlie way, to these 
iccurate kitchen critics, that it does not he- 
roine them to be facetious and satirical upon 
JiojM dissertations which ladies sometimsa 
11' 



pardonable in tiiose wnu a 
the animals they devour, 
frugea eoiuumere nati, I an 
when I see men of parts 1 
not only suspends the cxei 
for bhe present, but imp> 
with their health, for.the i 
could contrive, I should tJ 
trived this method of brir 
down to them ; for it is < 
company is thus gorged, 
there is not the least difF 
most stupid and the witti( 

What life iu all Usat ample 
What heavenly particle ins 
The nKMil sLibtiides, aud wici 
To seem but mortal even ii 

Though an excess in 
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frith the juHt rewards of «J1 chroaicri distem- 
pers ; the gont, the stone, the scurvy, and the 
paley, are the never-fkiliug trophies of their 
achkvements. Were these bonoora, like eun- 
ple knighthood, only to be enjoyed by those who 
had merited them, it would be no gieeX. mat- 
tet ; but unfortunately, like baxonetBhip, they 
descend to and virit fheii insocent children. 
It is already very easy to distingiusb, at sight, 
the pany son of a compound enlremttt from 
the lusty ofispring-of beef and pudding: and, 
I am persuaded, the ncict generation of the 
nobilitj will be a race of pale-faced, apindle- 
shanked Lilliputians, the most vigorous of 
whom wiU not come up to an abortion of John 
de Gaunt'a. Nor does the mischief even stop 
here, for as the m.-n of ftshion frequently con- 
descend to communicate themselves to families 
of inferiour rank, but hftter conatitutiona, they 
enervate thoee families too, and present them 
with Bickly, helpless children, to the great 
prejudice of the trade and manufactures of this 

Some people have imagined, and not without 
tome degree of probability, that animal food 
' communicates its qualities with its nourish- 
ment In this anpposition it was, that Achil- 
les, who was not only bom and bred, but fed 
up too, for a hero, was nourished with tbe mar- 
row of lions i and we all know what a fine 
lion he turned out at last Should this rule 
hold, it must be a melancholy t^^^'Cwitt. ^^ 



ttiey dieted tbeir Kings, and prescnoc 
both the quality and quantity of their 
is much to be lamented, that those bil 
are not preserved to tliis time, si] 
might have been of singular use ir 
narchical governments ; but it is reas 
be conjectured, from the wisdom of 1 
pie, that they allowed their kings no 
of a bilious or a choleric nature, and < 
as sweetened their juices, cooled the 
and enlivened their faculties, if they 
The common people of tliis kinr 
dieted by laws ; for, by an act passed j 
years ago, not less advantageous to t 
than to the people, the use of a liqu 
destroyed both their minds and the 
was wisely prohibited, and, by repei 
of parliament, their food is reduced 
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Suppose, for ioetauce, a number of persons, 
not over lively &t beat, sboold meet of an eve- 
ning to concert and deliberate upon public 
measures of the utmost coniequence, grunting 
under the load and repletion of the Htrongest 
BieatB, panting, almoat in vain, for breath, but 
^te in vain for thought, and reminded only 
of their existence by the nnsavoui; retuma ot' 
an olio ; what good could be eicpected from 
such a consultation ? The best one could hope 
for would be, that they were only assembled 
for show, and not for use ; not to propose or 
advise, but silently to submit to the orders of 
some one man there, who, feeding like a ra- 
tional creature, might have the use of his un- 
dcrstanding. 

1 would therefore recommend it to the con- 
cideration of the legislature, whether it may 
not be necessary to pass an act to restrain 
the licentiousness of eating, and assign certain 
diete to certain rants and stations, t would 
humbly suggest the strict vegetable as the 
pioperest ministerial diet, being exceedingly 
tender of those faculties in which the public 
is BO highly inteai^ated, and very unwilling 
they should be clogged or incumbered. 

But I do most seriously recommend it to 
those who, from their rank and situation in 
life, settle the fashions, and whose eTamples 
will, in these sorts of thingi, always be follow- 
ed, that they will, by their enmple, which 
will be more effectual than any law, not onl^ 



> "[^ . tuae, into this nasty and ruinou 
\l'. their example, then, at last, rec 
tho^e who are able to bear the 
known not to grudge it, give tl 
this extravagant folly; let thi 
own natural taste, for nature is 
' plaiS and simple, and gratify i 
frugal and wholesome table, ii 
chasing stupidity and distemp< 
pense - of thei? time and their 
they may depend upon it, that a 1 
venient, as to the fortunes and tb 
of their fellow subjects, will ch( 
lowed, and universally prevail, 
advantage of the public. 



THE MANNER OF EEADING 
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loading their momorieB with every put alike. 
But I Aould have you read it in a difierent 
manner : take the thorteat general history you 
can find of every country; and mark dow>in 
that history the most important periods, such 
Bs conquests, chuigea of Kinga, and alteTations 
of the form of government ; and then have re- 
course to more exteniiTe historiea, or particular 
treatises, relative to these great pointa. Con- 
aider them well, trace np their causes, and fol- 
low their conaequencea. 



Those, who attack the fundamental laws of 
virtue and morality, urge the uncertainty of 
them, and allege their variations in diSerent 
countries, and even in different ages in the 
sa^iie countries. Uorality, say they, is local, 
and conaequenrly an invi^uary thing, since 
what is rejectea in one climate as a vice, is 
practised in another as a virtue ; and, accord- 
ing- to them, the voice of nature speaks as 
many different languages as there are nations 
in the world. 

The dangers and ill consequences of this 
doctrine are obvious, but surely the falaity of 
it is not less so ; and the moat charitable c^in- 
ioQ one can entertain of those who propagate 
it is, that they mistake fashion and cuatom for 
nature and reason. The invariable laws of 
'ustice and morality are the first and uoiveraal 




men, may think to me cui 

standing. 

Belville is supposed to be 
most consummate honour that 
ever produced. The men i 
acquaintance, and the women 
his party glories in heing cour 
and his honour is frequently < 
tion for their conduct. But i 
ters, which I shall give my rca 
X J more intimately into the part 
& \' ing a character, than mere < 

I do 

' . He had run out a considei 

' .} life of pleasure, particularly 

• ■" ; ?■ * being delicately scrupulous ii 

'i I j i| he ^vrote the following lette 

! =' after an iU run at play : 



CHESTEKFIELD. 171 

to ruin Bome of them, before the; con bring 
UB to trial. Ybura, Sic. 

, Belville. 
" To Mr.Tho. Goosetree, attarney, 
in Furaiv&I'a Inn." 

But, lest the endaavoura of Kt. Goosetree 
should prove ineffectual, Belville, from the 
same principle of honour, resolved, at all 
events, to secure ^at sum collaterally, and 
therefore wrote the following letter to the first 
minister : 

"Sir, — I was applied to yesterday in your 
name by * * * to vote for the point which 
is to cotne into our house to-morrow ; but, as 
it was extremely contrary to my opinion and 
j>rinciples, 1 gave him do explicit answer, but 
took some time to consider of it. I h&ve 
tlierefore the honour now to acquaint you, that 
I am determined to give my concurrence to 
this affair ; but must desire, at the same time, 
that you will immediately send * • * to roe, 
witli the fifteen hundred potmda he offered me 
yesterday, and for which I have a pressing 
occasion this morning. I am persuaded yo't 
know me too well to scruple this payment 
beforehand, and that yon will not be the first 
person that ever questjoaed the honour of^ sir, 
your most ftithfiil humble aerrant, 

Bblville." 




i-t^i am very sorry lor ine uueasiucoe j vf 
Ikt.*; behaviour has given you of lati 
cannot be of your opinion, that he 
connexion. We have been bred 
from children, and have lived in 
, . I friendship ever since ; so that I 
I -if would as soon suspect me of a de 
|:;^ der, as to wrong him this way. Ai 
'-' it is to that confidence and securil 
I owe the happiness that I enjoy 
' in all events, be convinced that yi 
• : hands of a man of honour, who ^ 
'- '. ' you to be ill-used ; and should m; 
ceed to any disagreeable extremil 
depend upon it, I will cut the cue 
t • .1 for him. Yours most tenderly .** 

! .1 The fourth and last letter is to 



ctiwrtMneUt. ITS 

I whiapeiod hka to be in Hjrde Paik thu moro- 
ing, aad to hmg ai fiieitA-v^ iaxa, if lie Ind 
such K tfaing in the irorU. 0^ beoKf wts . 
hardly worth my reienM C n l ; but you linow 
my d«lieiicy,' Whsn * Uonanr ii concemad. 

^•^^ ■ .. .; to«,LL.." . 

It t:ppevttn>Ali*m wdiantie ideeu, that 
Mr. Behaie, ABM- "fHtk the nobltM aenti- 
menti of heaot^ii^d .all dflbtslnit hie juit 
ones ; kept faiB word •cmpoloiMly in the flagi- 
tioQe sale of ^ Iiia .i!6nideiice to a miniater ; 
WM raady to 'protect, st thb expeass of his 
Mend's life, U> fiiead'a iHft, whtHOfliy tha op^ 
portnnitiea that ftiendah^ had given him, he 
had cormpted ; and pnniiked troth with death, 
when it Intamatad, howeror jnatly, the want of 
it in Umsell^. 

ThiaftersoD of r^ned hmiou^, conccioue of 
hie own merit and vfatae, ia a moat uomercifiil 
censor of the lener vicea and failinga of 
othera ; and Isviahly beatom the epiAeta of 
scoim^l aikd" raacal on all those, who, in a 
anbordinate raiA of lift, aeem to H|nre to any 
getttecl degree of immorality. An awkward < 
coontiy gtfnUBDian, who sella hia silent vote 
cbei^ if witit Idm a aad dof . The indnatrious 
tradeameB Sre a patdc of oheotiaff raacala, who 
■iiOJM b« betUr regnlUsdf and nDtsQAred to 
iinpoH nptn pec^ of conditiMi; aodaemntt 
are a pueol OT idle aooBBdrttlat OU-t oo^ta. 'wiVik 



admired, and, consequently, inu 
only immediately corrupts his 
acquaintance, but the contagioi 
to infinity, as circles in watei 
another^ though gradually less 
' S'-T proportion as they are remoter 
i j of the fii'st 

f-jfi To such practice and such ex 

?r.1. . er life may justly be imputed t 
/ ' ruption and immorality wliich 
this kingdom. But, when sue] 
,1 ('. fashion, and when the examples 
\'^ I' first rank in a country are so 
\,. ■ dignify vice and immorality, in 
;. ; divine and human, liow popi 
make virtue, if they would exc 
its cause ! and how must the^ 
moments, reproach themselves 



•» It 
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with the literal diich«Tge of the duties uf & inu) 
and ft citisoa ; beniamaiad AgnifieB thbm intn 
roagnaaimity. He gi?e« Vhvn he may with. 
justice tefaae i be fcrpv^a wlierp be may ^th 
joetice resent; (Lud bis w&de ediidnct is di- 
Tected by the noble Bentimeiita of his own. 
uDvitiated hear t ■urei ' lutd mote acrapnlpua 
guides tbsa the Iwtaof the land, Kiiich, being 
calculated fat th«. jlMMnliQr of maoUnd, must 
necessarily >e iiwr» a T^atMint upon vice* in 
general, than .ta invitation and lenard of 
particolar viitoee. But theae extensive uid 
compound notiona of honour have been long 
contracted, and lednccd to the single one of 
personal conrage. Among the Romans, hon- 
our meant no more than contempt of danger 
and death intke service, whether just or unjnst, 
of their coontry. Their succesBOrB aai con- 
querors, the Goths and Vandals, who did not 
deal much in compde;! ideaa, aimplified Utose of - 
honour, and reduced them to this plain and 
single one, of fighting for fightjug'a sake, and 
upon any or all, no matter whsl^ occasions. 

Our present mode of honour is something 
more compoonded, u will appear by the true 
character vahich I riuS DOW give of a &«hioDr. 
able man of hanoor. 

A genttemaii,* whieh is now the geutee 



cnowv that ha will be trgatfd •■.nd, ud thai be will cu 



0U8 of his honour, and more oi 
He may lie with impunity, : 
detected nor accused of it : foi 
lie tells, but the lie he is told of 
him. In that case he demon 
city by his sword, or his pistol 
or is killed with the greatest I 
He may abuse and starve 
daughters, or sisters, ^.nd he i 
of other men, particularly his 
violate honour, because, as 
^ .^ very justly obsen-es, he wears 
At .i" i By tlie laws of honour he ; 
j ' '. pay his sen'ants or Iiis tradesi 
I '.•'} are a pack of scoundrels, the 
1 !i. £ insolence demand their due 
but he must punctually pay 1: 
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promoting the worst ; provided a very lucrative 
consideration be known to be the motive of 
his conversion ; for in that case the point of 
honour turns singly upon the quantum. 

From these preraises^ which the more they 
are considered the truer they will be found, 
it appears, that there are but two things which 
a man of the nicest honour may not do, which 
are, declining single combat, and cheating at 
play. Strange ! that virtue should be so diffi- 
cult, and honour, its superior, so easy to attain 
to! 

The uninformed herd of mankind are govern- 
ed by words and names, which they implicitly 
receive, without either knowing or asking 
their meaning. Even the philosophical and 
religious controversies, for the last three or 
four hundred years, have turned much more 
upon words and names, unascertained and mis- 
understood, than upon things fairly stated. 
The polite world, to save time and trouble, re- 
ceive, adopt, and use words in the signification 
of the day ; not having leisure or inclination 
to examine and analyze them : and thus, often 
misled by sounds, and not always secured by 
sense, they are hurried into fatal errors, which 
they do not give their understandings fair play 
enough to prevent 

In explaining words, therefore, and bringing 
ihem back to their true signification, one may 
sometimes happen to expose and explode those 
errors^ which the abuse of them both, occ.^&vjtca 



I 



,-,": < men of Jtionour, u^r^^ — 
i j;' j that word I And how fatal to ( 
^i'l to the young and inexperiem 
• l^v i ample and euccess in the y 
' heartily wish, that some goo 
would exhibit at full length 
colours upon the stage, this n 
I of a laan of honour, of wl 
slightly and hastily chalke 
Upon such a subject, I am ap 
good poet might be more usi 
preacher ; his audiences woi 
and his matter attended to. 

Scgnius irritaiit anlinos, demiss 
Q^iam <yuR sunt oculis subjects 
jypae aibt tradit spectal<»-. 

I 
I. 

P. S. To prevent mistak 
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distinguished and superior excellency of theirs, 
the meaning at present of a person of honour 
is reduced to the Btmple idea of a person of 

iUuatrious birth. 



Humour ia a, just and striking repieaeDtstion 
of ^^-hatevec singularity and ridicule there may 
be in any character ; and a man of humour ie 
one who strongly seizes the distinguiihing' pe- 
culiarities of that ciiacacter, and exposes them -, 
in the strongest colours. It is genersU; im- 
agined that we Englishmen are solely and ex- 
clueively pMseased of this faculty ; but there 
y not the least truth in the supposition. No 
man ever had so much of it aa Moliire, of 
wiiich his miser, his Jealous man, and his hmir- 
gtois gentUhomme, are convini^ing proofs ; and 
French comedy furnishes a multiplicity of in- , 
stances besides these. If, indeed, it be said, 
tiiat tJiere ia no country in Europe, which ■ 
abounds in such a variety of singular char- 
acters, I believe the assertion may be true, i 
B'Jt humour docs not consist in this. The 
person, in whom the singQlarity or the ridi- 
cule ia, has no humour ; it is his natural char- , 
acter : but it ia the man who feels and de- 
scribes this ridicule or Qua oddity, who haa 
tlie htuuont. 



xiuiiy z j\ luuii ui sense may o 
can never be in a hurry, becai 
that whatever he does in a '. 
necessarily do very ill. He mi 
to despatch an afikir, but he wil 
to let that haste hinder his doin, 
tie minds are in a hurry, wh 
proves (as it commonly does) toe 
they run, tliey stare, they puz 
and perplex themselves ; they \vi 
thing at once, and never do it i 
man of sense takes tlie time, ne< 
ing the thing he is about, well ; 
to despatch a business only ap 
continuity of his application to i 
it with a cool steadiness, and fin 
lie begins any other. 



will not* . I lemember a very awkward fellow, 
who did not know what to do with his swtxti, 
and wbj] always took it off befoie dinner, eaj- 
iag, thkt Tie coiild not posBioly dine with bi( 
Bword on ; upo.i which I could not help telling 
him, that I really believed he could, witlimit 
any probfcble danger either to himaelf or oth- 
en. It is a. shbine and n.n abeur<)ity for my 
man tony, that he cannot do all thoee things 
which are commonly done by sU the rest of 
muikind. 



IliATTXHTHUt' 

There ii no mm aigo lit the vfoiii of a 
little, weak tnind, tliui inattention. Whatcrei 
IB worth ioing at aU, ia itforth doing well ; and 
nothing can be done weQ widioat attention. 
It is the Biire uuwer t£ a fool, when yoa ask 
him about any thing that was said or done, 
where he w»s preaent, that " truly he did not 
mind it" And why did not the fbol niind it ? 
What had he else to do ther^ but to nund what 
was dmn^? A man of aenae sees, hears, and 
retaim, ^ery t^isg that paow* where he ia. 
I deain I may jUnet b&at you tklk of not 
ntinding, tnr conqiiain, ta mOit fixdi do, of a 
traadwrooa meuiiry. Uidft, sot nily what 
ftagie wy, btit how tbey wKf it ) anil, if yon 
bttiTO any sagaei^, yon ibbj discover ' more 
trvthbj your eyes tluii1^yonT«0s. Peoria 



pt;opie's faces, what they 
I could not hear one wo 
most niAterial knowledge 
knowledge of the world, is 
ed without great attention 
old people, who, though the 
in the world, are hut childn 
knowledge of it, from their 1 
tion. ' Certain forms, which } 
with, and certain arts, which 
hide, m some degree, the tr 
h '-. general exterior resemblance 
•^ . ' f body. Attention and sagacity 
that veil, and discover the nal 
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Hook upon in*1-i- 



cnxin&te, never pnt off till to-morrow what 
yoa can do to-day ; and never do two things 
Bt a time ; pureue your object, be it what it 
will, steadily and indefatigably ; and let any 
diflculties (if surmountable) ratiier animate 
tJian Blacken your endeavours. Perseverance 



A]i}dktti<intob«adMi%«ttaad«dwith tpjaa- 
bation and MXe^a^ tbtten uiS .ufimcitM the 
mind ; wlaeh, m HloiW and inactkm, stag- 
nates and paMtM. I oooU-wiah that every 
ratioHMl atan'tradd^Vmf id^rt'wliflnbe goes 
to bed, Mk lumvelf tUt^aMSni, "Wliathave 
■ I done to-dByi* Have I done af^ thing that 
can bfi of iiae to mjwdt at others ? Have I 
employed my time, or have I squuidered it ? 
Have I lived onf tb» iaj, «r have I doied it 
away in alodi ant toinew ?" A thinking be- 
ing mnet be pleaeod or confiMuided, according 
as he can answer himaeir t^eae qnestiona. 

KMoWLUMn or th wobxv. 

Search, with the greateet care, into the char- 
acters of all thofle whom you converse with ; 
endeavour to discover their predominant pas- 
siOBs, their prevailing weakneGses, their voni- 
tiea, their foUiee, and their humours, with all 
the right and wrong, wise and silly springs of 
hanan actions, which make such inconsistent 
and whimeical beings of uh ralionol Q,Te'ii.\>ii«a- 



■ z^^ "*. ■ Ul*w 



nobody ever yet knew by 
BMMt travel through It one 8 8. 

cd with it. The scholar, w 
his closet, talta or vmtea of 

BO more of it than that orat 

judiciously endeavoured to 

in it. Courts and camps a 

to learn the world in. Th« 

of characters resort, and M 

in all the various shapes 

education, custom, and hab3 

in all other places, one lo< 

.1 i- ' prevails, and produces a s. 

Sili a real, sameness of charac 

; - • 1 one general mode distmg 
' •■ another a trading town, at 
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l i!' and so on-, whereas, at < 
i ' ?1 _^.,-.» Ar the supreme po' 
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will take vory different methods lo gratify it. 
Civili^', which is a disposition to accommodate 
aad oblige others, is easeiitially the same In 
every country, hut good -breeding, as it ia call- 
ed, which ia the manner of exerting' that dis- 
posMoii, h different in ahnoat every country, 
and mnrely local ; and every man of gensc 
imitates and conforms lo that local good-breed- 
ing of the [dace vhltcb he ii at A cbnfbrmity 
and flexibility of'ptaitiifmJd necMauy in the 
course of the wi>dti ; that ia, ifith regard ta all 
thingi9 which are not wrdng' 'in themselves. 
The veraalilt iitgtmwm is the most UBeful of 
all. It can turn itaeif instaAtT; ftopi one object 
to another, aanmiing the proper manner for 
each. It can be Beriona with the grave, cheer- 
f.J with the gay, and trifling with the frivolous. 
Endeavour, by all means, to acquire this talent, 
for it is a very great one. 

I would try a man's knowledge of the world 
as I would a schoolboy's knowledge of Horace:. 
not by making bini construe Meeencu ataaig 
edile TtgHna, which he could do in ^e first form : 
but by examining him is to the delicacy and cu- 
notaftiixitai of t!iat poot. A man requitea very 
little kaowledge aud experience of the world, 
to undentand glaring, high-coloured, and de- 
cided characters ; they are but few, and' thef 
stritce at first: but to distinguish the almott 
imperceptible shades, and the nice gradationa 
of Tirtpe and vice, sense and folty, itrenfjdi 



the success commonly turns : — A 

studied the world knows when 

where to place them; he hath 

characters he applies to, and adi 

dress and his arguments to them 

i of what is called plain, good sei 
ft only reasoned by himself, and n 

mankind, mis-times, mis-places, 
tately and bluntly at the mark, i 
his nose in the way. In the con 
. . of social life, every man of comm 

tlie rudiments, the A B C of civili 

1 not to offend, and even wishes to 
if he hath any real merit, will be 
tolerated in good company. Bi 

^: from being enough; for, tliougl 

y received, he will never be desire 
does not offend, he will never b 
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colour i whu can, ax the proper timcB, cuploy 
&U the eeveral means of persuoduig the under- 
Btandtng, and eogaging the heart ; uia.y (uid 
will have eaeuiios; but will and must have 
friende: he may be opposed, but he will lie 
supported too i his talents may excite the jeal- 
ousy of same, but hia engaging arid wiU mako 
him beloved by many more ; be will be con' 
sider&ble, he will be considered. Many t! life rent 
qualificatioDB must conspire to form such a 
man ; and to make him at once respectable 
and amiable, tlie least must be joined to tlie 
giealest ; the latter would be unavailing witli- 
out tlie former, and the former would be futile 
end frivolous without the latter. I.earning is 
acquired by reading books ; but the much more 
necessary learning, the knowledge of the world, 
is only to be ac<|uire(i by reading men, and 
BtadyingilltiieTuiouBedJtJoiiBofthem. Many 
woi'da in evei^ languce are generaBy thought 
to be BynoDyiooiu ; bat tiuiee who atudy the 
langDAge atteatirely will Oiid, that there is no 
such thing ; they will discover soma little dif- 
ference, some distinction between all those 
words that are vulgarly called synoDfinouB ; 
one hath always more energy, exteat, or deli- 
cacy, than onolheri it is the same with men ; 
all are in gcnerd, and yet no two in particular, 
exactly alike. I'hose who have not aceuratoly 
studied, perpetually mistake them ; they do not ~ 
discern the shades and grailutions that distin- 
guish characterE seemingly alike. OnecQix^', 
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erly in all companies; 
truly, that a man that hal 
plishments is not of the w< 
the best ppjts are ineffici* 
and freedom offensive. A 
' ^|p ing in his cell at Ozforc 
V?f; reason admirably well upc 

• ' will profoundly analyze th 

reason, the will, the pasi 
sentiments, and all tho» 
,r know not w^hat; and y 

§i, '■ ^ knows nothing^ of man, f 

witli him; and is ignora 
;., modes, habits, prejudices 
^ ways influence, and oflei 

i; views man as he does cole 

? ton's prism, where only 
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k(MiwB MtUag at it badt his wwm ihoatj ; Ua . 
pnctioe ia dwA Md ifftOfia, and Iw acU 
Ba twkwMf M ft ttiB irtold iiatee, whv bad 
never Mm oOttm iuob, aa^.laBnwd of a'dan- 
cii^-iDtttOT; bat vtba-'buit mitf'Mt^ti the 
netM b)' which daneea ^ ^jMr^ptiekad down 
u weU u tonw. ObenM'Upl- intete, then, 
the addMM, A» «rtii aMlfllB iBKmsn of thcwe 
9tw vat Ai RMMfef «■ Vj* what metboda thef 
fint make, and aftonrallik intpiOT^ iuipiesuoDa 
in dieir &Toar. Thoae iiii|it«M&aa( are Wnch 
oftener owing to HtQe cumM^ than to inbimnc 
merit ; which ia leaa TolatilB, and hadl not so 
sudden an eflbct Btrdng unitdi hava nndoabt- 
edly on ascendant over weak rawo, aa Oaligai 
Mareehile d'Ancis rety Jnatly obaerred, when, 
to the dbgraee.and rejwoach of tiioae times, 
she was ezeeoted ibr having' gorcnied Huy 
of Uedicis bjtfaearlBof witchcraft and magic' 
But then an ascendant is to- be faioed by de- 
greea, and by thoaa aito-mily which experience 
and the knowledge of the world teach; for 
few are mean. enough to be bullied, tlioiigh 
most are weak enon^ to be btAbled. t have 
oft^a NOB people of n^erior, govaned by peo- 
jde of noMh iofinivrpait^ wittoat knowing or 
ew> wyaiting llMt. tiief ware- ao gtnMrned. 
•pUe can- ealf happeof when tfaoae petqde of 



ezperimee Ami AMe th^'gomnt ' They see 
the «Mk and liigtMrded |kiti and ^ply to it 
tbe)>-«ika;il,andant)k«ra>tfi)B«wa. WonH 




been in any company at all. Y 
of all those languages, which J( 
dom speaks at all, and never well 
ly you need be a stranger nowh 
the way, and the only way, of hav 
1 but if you have it not, and have s 
p3 ' rusticity about you, may not one 
the rusticus expectai of Horace ? 
This knowledge of the worl 
more particularly two things, bo 
of infinite consequence, and to nei 
nature inclines us ; I mean the 
our temper, and of our countena: 
who has no monde is inflamed w 
annihilated ydth shame, at every 
' ; incident : the one makes him act 
f a madman, the other makes him 
fool. But a man who hna //« *»»'»* 
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to Ekow whit titer hKno/wuiM enoog'h not to 
tell. - lathe cpuMrf tha,;v(^d,a mui raiut 
very otlan poton ui Maj^ftwik conntettuM^ 
upon ,reiT diaagmeaU«.4»eMao>ai he must 
aeem {deuod whenhe-ie fo^ mudi othenriee ; 
he must be abJe te.eiseofb ami receire with 
sinilea thoee,wliaHi,he wmUmn^ imther meet 
with awords. In cgortt tua moat not torn him- 
self inaida ooL 'AH ,lUa may , tUf , nuut be 
done, without ftlaahebd and tirauheiy ; for it 
must go no ftrthsr. than ptStteneea and good 
manneit, and mut.etop ahort of aaaunnces 
andprofesaioiiiifMaiLlated'&ieiidahip. Good 
mannerB, to thoM one doep not love, ue not 
more a breach of trath, tMn M joar humble 
aervant" at the bottom of a ohtQenge is ; they 
are usiversaUr agreed aima, and understood 
to be thinaa^f course. They are necessarj 
guaids of the decencf and peace of society : 
they must oidy act defensively ;. and then not 
with srma pweoasi with jwrfidy. Tnith, bat 
not the whole >trutht must be thq invsiiable 
princifd^e of evsiy min, who hatb either reli- 
gion, honour, or prudence. Thoee who violate 
it maybe cimiiiDg,bot thejr are not Kbie. Lies 
and perfidy are the-iafiigeof ^bolt and cowards 



I hare this evening b«ni.ti»d, jaded, nay, 
tormeiAsd, by- the , cofttpanr of a' most wprthy. 



talk sillily, he only talks by book ; - 
general conversation is ten times woi 
has formed in his own closet, from bo 
tain systems of every thing, argues te 
ly upon those principles, and is both s 
and angry at whatever deviates fro: 
His theories are good, but, unfortuna 
all impracticable. Why ? because he 
read, and not conversed. He is ac< 
with books, and an absolute stranger 
Labouring with his matter, he is deliv 
it with pangs ; he hesitates, stops in hi 
ance, and always expresses himselfHne 
ly. His actions are all ungraceiul; i 
with all his merit and knowledge, I wou] 
er converse six hours with the most fi 
tittle-tattle woman, who knew someth 
the world. tl»»n ^;*i- *•-- •^' 



CHESTERFIELD. 193 

ignorant, of custom and manners, they violate 
them every moment They often shock, though 
they never mean to ofiend; never attending 
either to the general character, nor the partic- 
ular distinguishing circumstances of the people 
to whom, or before whom they talk ; whereas 
the knowledge of the world teaches one, that 
the very same things which are exceedingly 
right and proper in one company, time and 
place, are exceedingly absurd in others. In 
short, a man who has great knowledge, from 
experience and observation^ of the characters, 
customs, and manners of mankind, is a being 
as different frotn, and as superior to, a man 
of mere book and systematical knowledge, as 
a well-managed horse is to an ass. Study, 
therefore, cultivate and frequent, men and 
women ; not only in their outward, and conse- 
quently guarded, but in their interior, domes- 
tic, and consequently less disguised, characters 
and manners. Take your notions of things 
as by observation and experience you find they 
really are, and not as you read Uiat they are 
or slipuld be ; for they never are quite what 
they should be. 

A man of the best parts, and the greatest 
learning, if he does not know the world by his 
own experience and observation, will be very 
absurd ; and consequently very unwelcome in 
company. He may say very good things: 
but they will probably be so ill-timed, misplaced^ 
17 \ 
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particular circvuuww... . 
.. ;£ I company, he vents it indis 
' I : i. *i some people out of coux 
' ^ ij^y ;{ -others ; and frighten&i all, 
' "■ ' come out next The moj 
• ^ . can give you for the world 

periencc will convince y< 
. ^' Never to give the tone to 
..•» ' ^' '. take it from them ; and 
them in conceit with the] 
them admire you. Thos 
like themselves hettor, w 
you very well. 
f ■' » A system-monger, v 

any thing of the wor] 
formed a system of it i 
' , j. down, for example, thai 

turc of mankind) flat 
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doee to the constitutiaii of the ^tient. He 
flatters by apidicatioD, by inference, by com- 
pariaoD, by hint ; and seldom directly. In the 
course of the world there ia the same difier" 
ence, la every thing, between system and 
practice. 



There Is one vice into which people of good 
education, and, in the inain, of good principles, 
sometimes fell, ftwa mistaken notions of skill, 
dexterity and self-defence ; 1 mean lying : 
though it is inseparab^ attended with more in- 
famy and loss than any other. The prudence 
and necessity of often concealing the truth, in- 
sensibly seduces people to violate it It ia the 
only art of mean capacities, and the only ref- 
uge of mean spirits. Whereas, concealing 
the trutli, upon proper occasions, is as prudent 
and as innocent, as telling a lie, upon any oc- 
casion, is infomouB and foolish. I will state 
you a cose in your own department. Buppose 
you are employed at a foreign court, and t^at 
the minister of that court is absurd or imper- 
tinent enough to uk you what your instructions 
are ; will you tell him a lie, which, M soon aa 
found out, (and found out it certamly will be,) 
must destroy your credit, blast your character, 
and render you useless there ? No. Will you 
lellhimthe tri^ then, and betray your trust? 
As certainly. No. Bat you will answer, with 
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which opinion you may ailerw 
honest and fair advantages, 
tiations, you are looked upon : 
trickster, no confidence will bt 
. nothing will be communicated 
'. '.tr will be in the situation of a mi 
' J ■^. burnt in the cheek ; and who, 
' ^ cannot afterwards get an hon 

he would, but must continue a 
Lord Bacon, very justly, ma 
between simulation and dissin 
' * lows the latter rather than 
still observes, that they are 
'- r of politicians who have recou 
; . I man who has strength of mil 
; . |( of parts, wants neither of thei 
■ ii, says he, "the ablest men that e 
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clearneM of dealing, .matle them alraoBt invra- 
ible." 

There are people who indulge themselves 
in a sort of lying, which they reckon innocent, 
and which in one sense ia bo ; for it hints nO' 
body but themselves. This sort of lying is 
the apurious ofiapring of vanity, begotten upon 
foUy : these people deal in the marveUous ; they 
have seen some things that never existed ; 
' tliey have Been other things which they really 
never saw, tbongh they did exist, only because 
they were thought worth seeing. Has any 
thing remarkable heen said or done in any 
place, or in any company ? they immediately 
present, and declare themselves eye o 



selves, unHbmpted, or at least unperformed, 
by Pthera. They are always the heroes of 
their own fkbles ; and think that they gain 
consideration, or at least present attention, by 
it. Whereas, in truth, al! they get is ridicule 
and contempt, not without a good degree of 
distrust ; for one must nataraUy conclude, that 
he who will tell any lie from idle vanity will 
not scruple telling a greater for interOsL Had 
r redly seen any thing so very extraordinary 
as to be almost incredible, I would keep it to 
myself, rather than, by telling it, give any one 
body room to donbt fbr one minnte of my ^- 
racin. It is most certain, that the reputation 
of chasti^ is not so necessary for a woman, 
as that of veracity ia fbr a man-, anAvvSiv 
17* 



liars. For my own part, i juag 
truth by his degree of underst 
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I fear and suspect, tliat y( 
into your head in most cases, 
is all, and tlie manner little or 
have, undeceive yourself, ar 
that, in every thing, the mam 
portant as the matter. If yoi 
of an angel, in bad words and 
ble utterance, nobody will lnji 
can help it If you write e 
Cicero, but in a very bad \ 
spelled, whoever receives wi 
and if you had tlio figure o 
awkward air and motions, it 
ctpnrl of nleasinsr. Study r 
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body, and yet not know the reason why. I 
Sank I cooceire Martial'* meuung very clear' 
ly, thoQgh the nature of the e^gram, which 
ia to be abort, would not allow lum to e^lain 
it more fully ; and I take it to be this ; O Sabi- 
die, you ue a very worthy, deserring mat. ; 
you have a tbousand good quaJitieB, you have 
a great deal of learning ; I eateem, I respect, 
but for Che eoul of me t cannot love you, 
though I cannot particularly say why. Yoit 
are not amiabk : you have not those engag- 
ing mannera, those pleasing attentions, those 
graces, and that address, which are absolutely 
necessary to please, though impoiaible to de- 
fine. I cannot say it is this or that particular 
thing that hinders me from loving you ; it is 
the whole ti^fether ; and upon the whole ycJ 
are not agreeable. 

How often have I, in the course of my life, 
found myself in this situation, with regard to 
many of my acquaintance, whom I have hon- 
oured and respected, without being able to 
love ! I did not know why, because, when one 
is young, one does not take the trouble, nor 
allow one's self the time, to analyze one's sen- 
timents, and to trace them up to their source. 
But subsequent observation and reflections 
have taught me why. There is a man, wboiie 
moral character, deep learning, and superior 
parts, I acknowledge, admire, and respect ; but 
whom it is BO iu^>ossible for me to love, that I 
am almoet in a fever whenever I am in lua 
\2, 
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to be in, but constantly emplo 
acts of hostility upon the gr 
any where, but down his thi 
means to drink, and only i 
means to carve. Inattentive 
. of social life, he mistimes oi 
i jij' thing. He disputes with he 
nately, mindless of the ran 
situation of those with wl 
absolutely ignorant of the ; 
of familiarity or respect, ! 
/ . . same to his superiors, his e< 
* riors; and therefore, by j 
i'.' quence, Absurd to two of 
-. ^ possible to love such a ma 
f >> ■ most I can do for him is to 
«' = respectable Hottentot. 
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which aeans they will require very little time, 
sod you can never be much cheated. What- 
ever letters and pspen you keep, docket and 
tie theiu up in their rsspective classes, so that 
you may inatantly have recourse tn any one. 
Lay down a method aJao for your reading, for 
wtiicli you allot a certain share of four morn- 
ings ; let it be in a consistent and consecutive 
courae, and not in that desultory and inunethod- 
ical manner, in which many people read scraps 
of different authors, upon different subjects. 
Keep a useful and short common-place book 
of wliat you read, to help your memory only, 
and not for pedantic quotations. Never read 
history without having maps, and a chronologi- 
csJ book, or tsblss, lying by you, ajid constajit- 
ly recurred to; without which, history is only 
a confused heap of facts. One method more 
I reccHuniend to jou, by which I have found 
great benefit, even in the moat dissipated part 
of my life ; that is, to rise early, and at the 
same hour every morning, bow late soever 
you may have sat up the night before. This 
secures you an hour or two, at least, of read- 
ing- or reflection, before' the common interrup- 
tions of the morning begin ; utd it will save 
your constitution, by faroiog fou to go to bed 
early, at leaat one night in three. 

You will say, it may be, as many young 
people would, that all this order and method 
is very troublesome, only fit for dull people, 
end a disagreeable ,'e!<bwnt upon the n!^-%. 
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bownesB can never be ioi 
it TUBCB the spirits for pie 
iadt, a. b&ll, in Bssembly, 
nUf tSect a. man who h( 
nun who hM lost, the p. 
dajr ; laj, I will venture ti 
wSl aeem to have more < 
■tody or businesB, than tc 
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IneSeient in every tiling 
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I virtueB did honour 



^nmy, aai Khrtly <fni> Jfaw fl a BtiwM t. Hu 



the tne^tet of-l»l!% iWl In uaieMoai, 



Tl» iKte ]^;,i^^MBi^. lijiKMt the 

aiidiiioitpaiidbtf mw..vi ttw IdjngdaaL I£a 
ediiuti4iiincovt».,«B4^>)>T>rjp'<>od. ta an 
ttBiJt gffftljift HfltfiDfi hij giy f rn-^ ^ thftt hfltut' 
ual aSUtilityt thow) .Uganiif spnnen, and 
thoM inecbfidcal attentiwM, tjtat.aJiiMMt auHili- 
ed tlie ^ace of eiwy UlaiA be .wwted ; and 

III iimiliiil iiliiiiit ji liiiii Tii^pracaied 

him the Ian o! !iSl mm, viimat the eMeem 
of u.f . ^e vu nnpBaelied »ft«i the death 
of QiMen Anae, only beceue tbatr having 
been engaged in th9 eMaenxieemee with those 
who weie naaamvitf to . be inoMeched, his 
impeachmenl, for fonn'a auke, became neceE- 
sary. But he was irapeachod without acrimonj, 
and without the least intention that he ehould 
Bufler, notwilliEtanding the party violence of 
those times. The question for his impeach-' 
ment, in the hoaee of commons, was carried by 
many tewer votes than any othei question of 
impeachment ; and Earl Stanhope, then Mr. 
~ Stanhope, and secreCaiy of state, whi impeach- 
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might Mi^r by loBing 
went in all haste, luid p: 
weaji nun to run away, 
woa onlj to be gulled ii 
misaion, and not to be pa 
of it. When bis subw 
it excited moba and diet 
had not a personal ene 
had a thousand friends, 
owing to his natural i 
to the mechanical meai 
not his parts, had given 
other instance is the lat« 
vho studied the art ot 
well knew the import) 
and used it more tha 
gained whomever hp h 
lie had a mind to gain 
knew ^ftt every body ' 
gaining. Though his 
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avaiice, the moet nnuniable of all vices. He 
had wound up end tuned hie whole mscbine to 
please and engage. He bad an inimitable 
sweetnees and gentlenese in his countenance, 
a. tenderness in bis manner of speaking, a 
graceflil dignity in every motion, and an uni- 
versal and minute attention to the least things 
that could possibly please the least person. 
This was all ut in him ; art of which he well 
knew and ei^oyed the advantages ; for no man 
ever had more interior ambition, pride, and av- 
arice, than hs had. 

Of all the men that ever I knevr in my life, 
{ and I knew him extremely weU,) the late Duke 
of Marlborough possessed the graces in the 
highest degree, not to say engrossed them ; 
and indeed he got the moet by them ; for I 
will venture (contrary to the custom of profound 
liistorians, who always assign deep causes for 
great events) to ascribe the better half of the 
Duke of Marlborough's greatness and riches 
to those graces. He was eminently illiterate ; 
<A'rote bad English, and spelled it atill worse. 
He had no share of what is commonly called 
parts; that is, he had no brightness, nothing 
shining in his genius. He had, most undoubt- 
edly, «n excellent good plain understanding, 
with sound judgment. Bat these alone would 
probably have raised him but something higher 
Ihan they found him ; which was page to King 
James the Second's ijucen. There the Qiifte* 
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mediately Doiigui an aimuAvj ..w. 
five hundred pounds a-year, of my 
Halifax ; which was the foundatii 
sequent fortune. His figure w 
hut his manner was irresistible, I 
or woman. It was by this enga^ 
manner, that he was enabled, d 
war, to connect the various and j{ 
of the Grand Alliance, and to a 
to the main object of the war, no 
their private and separate vie\ 
and wrong-headedness. What( 
went to (and he was obliged to 
some resty and refractory ones) 1 
]y prevailed, and brought them i 
ures. The Pensionary Heinsiu 
old minister, grown gray in bus; 
had governed the Republic of th 
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some degree, comforted by hia manner. With 
all hia gentleness and grBcefolneas, no man 
living woa lOore coDacious of his situatjon, nor 
niaintdned hts dignity better. 



There ia a pordcular maxim among parUea, 
whicli alone is aufficient to comipt a whole 
nation ; which ia, to countenance and protect 
tho most infamous fellows, who happen to herd 
amongst them. There is no man, let hia pri- 
vate charoeter be ever so scandoloua, that can 
be of some use to serve a turn, but immediately 
grows to be a man of consequence with his 
party. 

It is something shocking to common sense 
to see the man of honour and the knave, the 
m^in of parts and thd blockhead, put upon an 
equal foot ; which is often the caae amongst 
parties. In the struggles that happen about 
elections, when aome candidate of a fair char- 
actor has been set np on one side, how often 
have you seen the most abandoned knave of 
til e other party put up to oppose him, and both 
supported with equal zeal ! Parties will always 
lind something or other, in the worst of men, 
to reconcile them to the obnojcious porta of 
their characters. He that h^ not sense 
enough to distinguish right from wrong can 
make a noise ; nay, the less sense, Oie more 
obstinEKy, especially in a bad cause ; and tim 
18* 
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is white, vice is virtue 

^fr"; ! called a perquisite, an 
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, voted a litUe negligei 

\' takes away all hlote 

' ' ' blackest characters ; 

be hanged, by all la\s 

his conduct in pnva' 

time, be an angel wii 

Mendax, while he 

* . is detected in a little 

,;-. was of a complexion 

tbing in ^» consciei 

. i: . ; that he fancied he ^ 

I * r. )' did not play the re 
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wronged his country ; but a veteran, wbo was 
grown old in ali the iniquitous practices of 
party,. and who had acquired authority by his 
experience, was quite of another opinioni : 
" Mendaxj" says he, " has always been an 
active member of the cause ; and what have 
we to do with his morals or his honour r" add- 
ing, << The man that is true to the troop must 
always be screened, let him be guilty of what 
he will." 

Thus, by the detestable politics of party, 
Mendax was countenanced and caressed under 
the infamy of a most scandalous fraud ; and 
lived to do his country more mischief, by the 
corruption which he afterwards spread through 
it, than a famine, a plague, or a war, could 
have done. 

If we look back to the history of a few years 
past, we shall find that the immense estates 
that have been made, by the numerous fraudu- 
lent projects with which this virtuous age has 
abounded, haye been by persons who pretended 
to be zealous party men, and have gone great 
lengths in party: nay, some have been so 
cunning a^ to shift sides, and go over to the 
strongest, just before they have resolved to 
strike some bold stroke, wisely securing a good 
retreat before they.enter upon action ; so that 
I have often thought, that a strong party is the 
same thing to a cheat, that a strong island in 
the West Indies is to a pirate,— & place of 
safety to lay up all he has stolen. 
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in the world. ** They are a li 
true ; a trifle will put tliem i 
while they are in that fury, the 
nor care what they say or do ; 
as it is over, they are cxtrei 
penitent for any injury or mis< 
This panegyric of these cholei 
people, when examined and sir 
in plain common sense and ] 
that they are good-natured w: 
ill-natured; and that when, 
rage, they have said or done 
brought them to the gaol or '■ 
lire extremely sorry for it J 
probable that they are ; but ' 
ration to those whose repi 
lives, they have citlier woun 
■ — «Arn comes too lat 



^which,by the way, would be followed by iini- 
versal af^iause,) than run the lea^t riak of being 
f irreparably miechievous. 

•■{ J know it is said in their behalf, that this 

n impulse to wrath is couHtitutionaXI; so sudden 
j and strong', that they cannot stifle it, even in its 
g birth : but eKperience shows us, that this al- 
^ legation is notoriously false; for we daily 
g observe that these stormy persons bath con 
g &nd do lay those gusts of passion, when awed 
I by respect, reetiained by interest, or intimidated 
f by fear. The most outrageous furioso does 
f not give a loose to his anger in presence of his 
j sovereign or hiamiatrPHEi nor does theexpect- 
, ant heir in presence of the peevish dotard from 
whom he hopes for an inheritance. The solicit- 
ing courtier, though perhape under the strong- 
est provocations Irom unjust delays and broken 
promises, calmly swallows his unavailing wrath, 
disguises it even under smiles, and gently waits 
for more favourable momenta : nor doca the 
criminal fly in a passion at bia judge or his jury. 
There is then but one solid excuse to be 
alleged in favour of these people ; and, if they 
will frankly urge it, I wiU candidly admit it, 
because it points out its own remedy. 1 mean, 
let them fairly confess themselves mad, bb they 
most unquestionably are : for what plea can 
those that are frantic ten times a day bring 
against sbaviitg, bleeding, and a dark room, 
whsn so many much more harmless madmen 
arc confined in their cells at Bedlam, for being 



»-. ■ 
"1 

..li 



:r^ 



i ;^ about the hospital, would 
found the previous 8ympt< 
^. 1 madness^ voluntarily ap 

conscious ''of the mischii 
possibly do if at liberty, 
not to be kna^^ but who 
If- same iul^d of good nati 

the same apjdieation to 
have any. 

There is in the'Menag 
ry of one of these an^grry 
their extravagancy in s 
Two gentlemen we) 
of whom, who was a ch 
be mounted on a high 
horse grew a little troi 
rider gprew very angry, 
"•il liim with srreat fur 
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Light, unballasted heads are very apt to he 
overset by every guat, or even breB^e of passion ; 
they appreciate things wrong, and think bvbtj 
thing of imp<»tance, but what really is so ; 
hence those frequent and sudden transitions 
from silly joy to sillier anger, aeeording aa the 
present silly humour is gratified or thwarted. 
This is Ihe never-failing characteristic of the 
uneducated vulgar, who often, in the same half 
hour, fight with iWy, and shake 'hands with 
affection. Such heads give themselveG no time 
to reason ; and if yoh attempt to reason with 
them, they thirik yoii Tally them, and resent the 
a&ontl They are, in Btort, overgrown children, 
and ' continue so in th6 most advanced age. 
Far be it'from'nie to insinuate, what some ill- 
bred authors have bluntly asserted, that this is 
in general the case of the fairest part of our 
speciss, whoae great vivacity does not Mwaya 
allow them time to reason ocinsequentially 
but hurries thent into testiness upon the least 
oppoaitionto their wis.' But, at the same time, 
with all the partiality whicli I have for them, 
and nobody can have more than I have, I must 
(Confess that, in Ell their debates, I have much 
more admired the copio'usneas of their rhet<^' 
ric, than the conclusiveness bf their logic. 

People of strong anintal spirits, warm con- 
stitutions, anS a cold genius, (a moat miforto- 
nate and ridiculous thbugli common compound,) 
afe most irascible aniinols, and very dangerous 
in their wrath. They «fe active, Quinlcca^, 
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human animals, wbos< 
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heat, and misunderstand them with fury. << Who 
are you? What are you? Do you know 
whom you speak to ? I will teach you to be 
silent to a gentleman," are their daily idioms 
of speech, which frequently end ii. assault and 
battery, — to the great emolument of the Round-. 
house and Crown-office. 

I have known many young fellows, who, at 
tlieir first setting out into tlie world, or in the 
army, have simulated a passion which tliey did 
not feel, merely as an indication of spirit^ 
which word is falsely looked upon as synony- 
mous with courage. They dress and look 
fierce, swear enormously, and rage furiously, 
seduced by thf,t popular word spiriL But I 
beg leave to inform those mistaken young gen- 
tlemen, whose error I compassionate, that the 
true spirit of a rational being consists in cool 
and steady resolution, which can only be the 
result of reflection and virtue. 

I am very sorry to .be obliged to own, tliat 
there is not a more irritable part of tlie spe- 
cies tlian my brotlier authors. Criticism, 
censure, or even tiie slightest disapprobation 
of their immortal works, excite their most fu- 
rious indignation. It is true, indeed, that tliey 
express their resentment in a manner less dan- 
gerous both to others and to themselves. Lake 
incensed porcupines, they dart their quills at 
the object of their wrath. The wounds given 
^j these shaft^ are not mortal, and only pain- 
ful in proportion to tlie distance ftcsrek ^">rk»r.^ 



a first or second floor are a 
tie smarting, and sometim 
cially if the party vvoundec 
Our great Creator has w 
sions, to rouse us into acti 
our gratitude to him by ' 
procure us; but, at the 
kindly given us reason suff 
give that reason fair play, 
sions ; and has delegated 
them, as he said to the 
shall ye go, and no farther.' 
his own severest tormentc 
no peace, while his ragii 
strained by no sense of 
moral duties. What wou 
unforgiving example (if '. 

'N<»•..Ao(lirkn^ ^lrprA followet 



othflr. Gcnerari^ eft«n nuia into pro&MHi, 
ecoB<un7 into uarice, eonngs into raa^KM, 
caution into tdmi^b, and so od ^— iiwoiniicb 
that, I believe, there !• nKjre judgment required, 
for the proper eonduct of our virtuee, than for 
avoiding their opponte vices. Vice, in its true 
light, is HO defined, that it shocks us at fint 
sight, and would hardly ever seduce us, if it 
did not, at Brat, wear the mask of Hme virtue. 
But virtue is, in iUelf, so besutifiij, that it 
charms ns at first eight ; engages uh more and 
more upon further acquaintance ; and, as with 
other beauties, yre thirk excess' impossible ; it 
is here that judgment b neceaaar;, to moderate 
and direct the effects of an excellent cause. 
I shall apply this reasoning, at present, not to 
any particular virtue, but to an excellency, 
which, for want of judgment, is often the cauae 
of ridictdotn and blamable efiects : 1 mean 
great learning; which, if uot accompanied 
with sound judgment, frequently carries iis 
ints error, pride, and pedantry. Ab I hope 
you will poBseis that excellency in its utmost 
extent, and yet without ita too ecunmon &iling*. 
the hints, which ray eKperienee cut suggest, 
may probably not be usdeas to you. 

Some learned men, proud of their knowl* 
edg«, only speak to decide, and give judgment 
without appeal ; the consequence of which is, 
that maakbid, provoked by the insult, and in- 
jured by tlie oppression, rorolt; and, in order 
to sh^c off tlie tyranny, even call ttia 'uusti. 
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and, in the next place, that there never 
a case stated, or even known, by any his- 
in, with every one of its circumstances : 
sh, however, ought to be known, in order 
9 reasoned from. Reason upon the case 
^ and the several circumstances that attend 
ad act accordingly ; but not from the au- 
ity of ancient poets, or historians. Take 
your consideration, if you please, cases 
ungly analogous ; but take them as helps 
, not as guides. We are really so preju- 
d by our educations, that, as the ancients 
ed their heroes, we deify their madmen ; 
^hich, with all due regard to antiquity, I 
f Leonidas and Curtius to have been two 
inguished ones. And yet a solid pedant 
Id, in a speech in parliament, relative to a 
of twopence in the pound upon some com- 
ily or other, quote those two heroes, as 
liples of what we ought to do and suffer 
Iter country. I have known these absur- 
l» carried so far, by people of injudicious 
king, that I should not be surprised, if some 
|Mn were to propose, while we are at war 
[0 Gauls, that a number of geese should 
in the Tower, upon account of the 
advantage which Rome received, in a 
i ease^ from a certain number of geese 
' capitol. This way of reasoning, and 
'*" of speaking, will always form a poor 
By and a puerile declaimer. 
i is another species o^ Y^wt^a^ \s3«ol^ 
19* 
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mamcative and ahiuing pedants, ^ 
their conversation, even with women 
quotations of Greek and Latin ; and 
contracted such a familiarity with 1 
and Roman authors, that they call 
certain names or epithets denoting 
as, M Homer ; that % rogue Hora 
instead of Virgil ; and JVh«o, insteai 
These are often imitated by coxcc 
have no learning at all, but who 
some names, and some scraps of ai 
thor8 by heart, which they impro 
impertinently retail in all companies 
of passing for scholars. If, then 
would avoid the accusation of pedan 
hand, or the suspicion of ignoran 
other, abstain from learned ostentatio 
the language of the company you are 
it purely, and unlarded with any othe 
seem wiser, nor more learned, than ' 
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ime, moet carefblly avoid those orron 
.buMB which I have mentioned, and whic 
iften attend it. Remember, too, that ( 
Qodern knowledge is still more necessary 
jicient ; and that you had better know perf 
f the present, than the old state of Euro 
bou^h I would have you well acquainted w 
lotb. 



SATiaE ON PENSIONED PEERS. 

To ikt JGn^s most ExceUent Majut}fy 

^U tumble PtiUion of Philip Ead of Chester- 
field, Knight qf the most Noble Order of the 
Garter, 

Showeth, — ^That your petitioner, being rer 
*red by deafness as useless and insignificaa 
most of his equals and contemporaries are 
nature, hopes, in coimnon with them, to share 
r majesty's royal favour and bounty ; where- 
le may be enabled either to save or spend, 
e shall tliink proper, more than lie can do 
-esent 

tat your petitioner, having had tlie honour 

rving your majesty in several very lucra- 

mployments, seems thereby entitied to a 

\ve retreat from business, and to enjoy 

earn dignitate ; that is, leisure and a 

tension. 

* petitioner humbly presumes, tliat he 
east, a common claim to eucK «.\ftx«vssct\ 
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That your petitioner i 
iimvilling, to speak adva 
but 08, after all, some jusi 
as well as to oUiers, lie b 
that his loyalty to you: 
been unshaken, even in 
that particularly, in tlie la 
when the Pretender advi 
at the head of at least th 
plined men, the flower o< 
and gentry, your nctition 
unquestionably hjP^iicr^ 
been so inclined : bat, o 
sixteen companies of one 
the public expense, in sup 
undoubted riglit to the in: 
realms ; ^vhich distin^is 

altV is. to thifl hniir nnrfti 
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h^a good reaaon to believe, that the deficiencies 
ci the peDsion-fimd are by no means the last 
that will be made good by parliament 

Your petitioner begs leave to observe, tliat a 
small pension is disgraceful and opprobrious, as 
it intimates a sliameful necessity on one part, 
and a degrading sort of charity on the other ; 
but that a great one implies dignity and afflu- 
ence on one side, on the other regard and 
esteem ; which, doubtless, your majesty must 
entertain, in the highest, degree, for those 
great personages whose respectable names 
stand upon your eleemosynary list. Your 
petitioner, therefore, humbly persuades himself, 
upon this principle, that less than three thou- 
sand pounds a year will not be proposed to 
him ; if made up gold, the more agreeable ; 
if for life, the more marketable. 

Your petitioner persuades himself, that your 
majesty will not suspect this his humble appli- 
cation to proceed from any mean, interested 
motive, of which he has always had the utmost 
abhorrence. No, sir ; he confesses his own 
weakness ; honour alone is his object ; honour 
is his passion ; honour is dearer to him than 
life. To honour he has always sacrificed all 
other considerations ; and upon this generous 
principle, singly, he now solicits that honour, 
which in the most shining times distinguished 
the greatest men of Greece, who were fed at 
the expense of the public. 

^ K2 



promoie with zeal and v 
ure that the worat minif 
to your majesty: but, on 
he be singled out, marki 
refusal, he thinks himsell 
declare, that he will, to th 
oppose the best and wise 
majesty yourself can eve: 
And your majesty's peti 



PERFECTION TO I 

Aim at perfection in e\i 
\; most things it is unattain 

• ■ : i ■• j ' ^^° ^^- ^^ it» and persev^ 
; ; i..j.. nearer to it, tilan those 

.' *; f^ \[ despondency make them g 

». i.*M' ^^^®- ^o^is tamen excii 




m 



i. 



CilEaXEKFlELD. 22T 

In all systems whatsoever, whether of reli- 
gion, government, morals, &c. perfection is the 
object always proposed, though possibly unat- 
tainable ; hitherto, at least, certainly unattained. 
However, those who aim carefully at the mark 
tsolf will unquestionably come nearer it than 
those who, from despair, negligence, or indo- 
lence, leave to chance the work of skill. This 
UKudm holds equally true in common life ; those 
who aim at perfection will come infinitely near- 
er it, than those desponding, or indolent spirits, 
wlio foolishly say to themselves, Nobody Ls 
perfect ; perfection is unattainable ; to attempt 
it is chimerical ; I shall do as well as others ; 
why then should I give myself trouble to be 
what I never can, and what, according to the 
common course of things, I need not be, — per- 
ftd7 

I am very sure that I need not point out to 
you the weakness and the folly of this reason- 
ing, if it deserves the name of reasoning. It 
would discourage, and put a stop to the exer- 
tion of any one of our faculties. On the con- 
trary, a man of sense and spirit says to himself, 
Though tlie point of perfection may (considering 
the imperfection of our natiure) be unattainable, 
my care, my endeavours, my attention, shall 
not be wanting to get as near it as I can ; I 
will approach it every day; possibly I may 
arrive at it at last ; at least, (what I am sure 
is in my own power,) I will not be distanced. 



I' . '• y writers considerable, when tbeu 
would not ; and if my friend Li 
^. ;■ \ been persecuted under lord Han 
; ' *'^ emment, I believe he would ha^ 

I' I • ; before this, only a good apoth< 
J i '•.; of a scurvy politician. I remc 
n> '! latter end of queen Anne's reigr 

great number of fanatics, who a 
•: and very possibly renlly thought 

gift of prophecy. They used U 
Moor-fields to^ exert Uiat gift, 
tended by a vast number of idl 
spectators. The then ministry, 
little persecution well enough, 
» wise enough not to disturb thes< 

.'* only ordered one Powel, who wi 
of a famous puppet-show, to mol 
prophet, which he did so well, tl 
. !' an end to the prophets and then 
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men wbA wife, have been exceedingly burthen- 
■one to each other. The lady, who has had 
ftdl lekntre most minutely to consider her other 
moiely^ ha» either poeitiyely or comparatively 
fdaoA out,' that he is by no means a pretty man, 
and meditates indenmification to herself either 
by hm xetmm to the pretty man, or by enlisting 
one Ibr the current service of the year. In 
tfaoto dispositions she opens the winter, but, at 
thd saiiDe time, with firm and steadfast purpose 
of nol tradsgpressing the bounds, or even vio- 
lating the i^^arances, of virtue. But, alas ! 
how final are all onr best resolves ! The lover 
Kjpfpenn at first in the innocent form of value 
and esteem; his conversation is listened to 
with atttention, and approved of: it grows fre- 
quent and particular; how can one help that? 
Where is the harm of being distinguished by 
the friendship of a man of sense and fashion ? 
Can it be wondered at^ that one converses more 
with hhn than with a thousand fools that would 
bo always plaguing one? Besides, he says 
nothing one has reason to take ill, or that 
woiold justify one in not being civil to him. 

With these early and just distinctions in his 
Ikvour, the pretty man proceeds, and gains the 
more ground, as his approaches are the less 
perceived or apprehended. He is admitted to 
the i6ilet, as an agreeable friend and companion 
wlxere be improves the morning moments, which 
I ttke to be the moUia temporal so propitious 
to Wt'ihtitea : here the conversation insensibly 
20 
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fesses, and laments his unt'ortimate ai 
to bothy and wishes to heaven that 
neither ; the lady, not without some emi 
an awkward smartness, tells him thi 
Uevea they will neither of them ever d 
great hurt This uiyust reproach est 
him, what otherwise he could never hai 
courage to have said, viz. << that thai 
entirely upon her." Here it is out ; 
broken. What»is to. be done ? The 
plainly perceives his meaning, which 
before suspected. She flattered hersi 
had a friendship and value for her 
she finds the contrary. She is sor 
put it out of he. power to have any h 
esteem for him, which she confessef 
had ; but they must never meet an 
that is to be the language. The lovi 
I nuiy call him so, deprecates her v 
her blame her own beauty, and hii 
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a situation to parley with the garrieon, and 
stands fair ibr the horn work. Here he can 
argve the case ftdly, show the negligence, the 
iiljiistice, or the oppression of the present gov- 
eriMxr, ol^r terms of honour, safety, and hetter 
usage, and, by persuasionr, either bring about 
a willing surrender, or at least so far abate the 
rigour of the resistance, as with a little force to 
QMike himself master of the place. 

I therefore recommend to my countrywomen, 
. to be particularly upon their guard against the 
^very man whose conquest they most wish for, 
and to be assured that the reasons which 
determine their choice are so many instances 
of their danger. Let them begin to reflect, as 
soon as ever they begin to find a particular 
pleasure in his conversation, and let them trem- 
ble when they first make him a graver courtesy 
than they do to other people. But if, when he 
approaches them, they pull up their gloves, 
adjust their tucker, and count the sticks of 
their (an, let them despair, for they are further 
gone than they imagine. And though they 
may, for a time, deceive themselves with a no- 
tion that it is his understanding only that en- 
gages their attention, they will find at last that 
man, like the serpent, when he has once got 
his head in, the rest will soon follow. Friend- 
dhip and esteem are the bearded arrows of love, 
that enter with ease, but when torn out, leave 
the wound greater. 
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and then you will taste them : bnt 
trust to Nature for genuine ones. 
Si* I ures that you would feel you must 
. *- ^ man who gives himself up to all, 
/;! ^ sensibly. Sardanapalus, I am convi 
i Ttl .^ in his life felt any. Those only who 
;' ^ occupations with pleasures feel eil 
^ -^ ^ should do. Alcibiades, though adi 
most shameful excesses, gave sc 
philosophy, and some to business. . 
joined business with pleasure so p 
they mutually assisted each other ; 
he was the husband of all the wii 
' . * he found time to be one of the I 
1 } almost the best orator, and abscdu 
^'^ general there. An uninterrupted 
': ' i '. ure is as insipid as contemptible. 
V .)■ ■ given every day to serious busine 
I I , both the mind and the senses, U 
•^'■' ofnlcasure. A surfeited glutton. 
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ful ; aiid, in tlie comiuon course of things, not 
rtfckoued disgraceful at all. In short, pleasure 
must not, nay, cannot, be the business of a man 
of sense and character ; but it may be, and is, 
his relief and reward. * 



RELiGio:<r A?rD morality. 

I have seldom or never written to you upon 
the subject of religion and morality : your own 
reason, I am persuaded, has given you true no- 
tions of both ; they speak best for themselves ; 
but, if they wanted assistance, you have Mr. 
Harte at hand, both for precept and example ; to 
your own reason, tlierefore, and to Mr. Harte, 
shall I refer you, for the reality of both, and 
coniine myself in this letter to the decency, the 
utility, and the necessity of scrupulously pre- 
serving the appearances of both. Wlien I say 
the appearances of religion, I do not mean that 
you should talk or act like a missionary, or an 
enthusiast, nor that you should take up a con- 
troversial cudgel tigaiiirft whoever attacks the 
.sect you are of; this would be botli useless and 
unbecoming your age : but I mean that you 
should by na means seem to appi-ove, encour- 
age, or applaud, tliose libertine notions, which 
strike at all religions equally, and which are 
' ihc ;'p6or tlireadbare topics of half-wits, * and 
minute philosophers. Even^hose who are sil- 
ly enough to laugh at tlieir jokes are still wise 
enough to distrust and detest their characters ; 
20* 
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Stilly if poflsible, more unaccountable wretches * 
I mean those who affect to preach and propagate 
■ach ahsurd and infamous notions without be- 
lieving them themselves. These are the de\il'8 
hypocrites. Avoid, as much as possible, the 
company of such people ; who reflect a degree 
of diflciedit and infamy upon all who converse 
with them. But as you may, sometimes, by 
aoeident, fail into such company, take great 
care that no complaisance, no good-humour, no 
warmth of festal mirth, ever make you seem 
even to acquiesce in, much less to approve or 
appLand, such infamous doctrines. On the other 
hand, do not debate nor enter into serious ar- 
gument, upon a subject so much below it ; but 
content yourself with telling these apostles, 
that you know they are not serious ; that you 
have a much better opinion of them tlian they 
would have you have ; and that you are very 
sure, they would not practise the doctrine they 
preach. But put your private mark upon them, 
and shun them for ever afterwards. 

There is nothing so delicate as your moral 
character, and nothing wliich it is your interest 
so much to preserve pure. Should you be 
suspected of injustice, malignity, perfidy, lying, 
&c. all the parts and knowledge in the world 
will never procure you esteem, friendship, or 
respect. A strange concurrence of circum- 
staaces has sometimes raised very bad men to 
high stations ; but they have been raised like 
criminals to a pillory, where their persons and 
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affectation and ostentauon ar 
in the case of morality : tlioi 
: would not advbe you to a phari 
•' . tue. But I will recommend t 
V-. « pulous tenderness for your mi 
V the utmost care not to say or 

'\ " that may ever so slightly taii 
self, upon all occasions, Uie tn 
i ;. but not the bully, of virtue. 

I . • ' • whom you have certainly h< 

believe, the most notorious, b 
'\. world, and who had, by a 

ainassed immense wcaltli,) 
the disadvantage of a bad 
heard him once say, in his ii 
manner, that, though he wo^ 
farthing for virtue, he wouh 
pounds for a character ; bee 
a hundred tliousand pounds 
was so blasted, tliat he ha 
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very soon vanish, and be extihguisked with 
contempt People easily pardon, in young men, 
the common irregularities of the senses ; but 
they do not forgive the least vice of the heart. 
The heart never grows better by age ; I fear 
rather worse ; always harder. A young liar 
wiU be an old one ; and a young knave will on- 
ly be a greater knave as he grows older. But 
dionld a bad young heart, accompanied with a 
good head, (which, by the way, ip. very seldom 
the case,) really reform in a more advanced 
age, from a consciousness of its folly, as well as 
of its guilt ; such a conversion would only be 
thought prudent and political, but never sin- 
cere. I hope in God, and I verily believe, that 
you want no moral virtue. But the posses- 
sion of all the moral virtues, in actu primOf 
as the logicians call it, is not sufficient ; you 
must have them in actu secundo too; nay, 
that is not sufficient neither ; you must have 
the reputation of them also. Your character 
in the world must be built upon that solid 
foundation, or it will soon fall, and upon your 
own head. You cannot, therefore, be too 
careful, too nice, too scrupulous, in establishing 
this character at first, upon which your whole 
depends. Let no conversation, no example, no 
fashion, no bon mot, no silly desire of seeming 
to be above what most knaves and many fools 
call prejudices, ever tempt you to avow, excuse, 
extenuate, or laugh at the least breach of mo- 
rality ; but show upon all occasions, and take 



.. «rw u^axju^ ouu uiere oniyyW 
becomes you to be strict and 
there, too, spare the persons, w 
the crimes. All this relates, 
judge, to the vicea of the heart ; 
fraud, envy, malice, detraction, • 
not extend it to the little frailt 
flowing from high spirits and wa 
would ill become you, at your a^ 
against, and sententiously censure 
an accidental excess of the tabl 
inadvertency ; no, keep as free fro 
self as you can ; but say nothing 
in others. They certainly mend 1 
by reason : and a man's worldly 
not affected by them, provided ; 
other respects. 

Pray let no quibbles of lawyer 
ments of casuists, break into the ] 
of rifirht and vvmn** • «tU;«i. -»- 
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the casuiflta among the Jesuits j (especially the 
twenty-four collected, I think, by Escobar,) 
allowed, in some, oi* many cases, not to be 
criminaL The principles fhnst laid down by 
them are often specious, the reasonings plaus- 
ible ; but the conclusion always a lie : for it is 
contrary to that evident and undeniable rule 
of justice, which I have*menti|ped above, of 
not doing to any one what you would not have 
him do to you. But, however, these refined 
pieces of casuistry and sophistry, being very 
convenient and welcome to people's passions 
and appetites, they gladly accept the indul- 
gence, without desiring to detect the fallacy 
of the reasoning : and indeed many, I might 
say, most people, are not able to do it ; which 
makes the publication of such quibblings and 
refinements the more pernicious. I am no 
skilful casuist, nor subtle disputant ; and yet I 
would undertake to justify, and qualify, the 
depredations of a highwa3n!nan, step by step, 
and so plausibly ajs to make many ignorant 
people embrace the profession, as an innocent, 
if not even a laudable one ; and to puzzle peo- 
ple of some degree of knowledge to answer 
me point by point 



CHARACTER OF THE EARL OF SCARBOROUGH. 

In drawing the character of Lord Scarbo- 
rough, I will be strictly upon my guard against 
the partiality of that intimate and unreserved 



t?iis may be suspoctcd to hv. 
inont, it must, at tlio same 
have informed it ; for tlie 
mcnts of hia soul were, 
conmmnicatea to me onl} 
rather lower than hci^htci 
will mark the shades, an 
rather than an exact liken< 

He had a very good p 
the middle size ; a handso 
he was cheerftil, the mos' 
nance imaginable ; when < 
otlenest, the most respect 
in tlie highest degree th 
address of a man of quali 
ease, and dignity without 

Bred in. camps and coui 
))0t:cd that he was untaint< 
able vices of those warm 
may be JiUowod the expr 
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I to 6ome present inconveniences. He was 
Lrong, but not an eloquent or florid speaker 
wrlicuneiit. He spoke bo unaffectedly the 
teat dictates of his heart, that truth and 
:ue, which never want, and seldom wear, 
Amenta, seemed only to borrow hia voice- 
La gave such an astonishing weight to all 

said, that he more than once carried an 
villing majority efler him. Such is the 
toritj of unsuspected virtue, that it will 
letimee sliame vice into decency at leaaL 
1e was not only offered, but pressed to ac- 
it, the post of secretary of state, but he 
latantly retiised it. I once tried to persuade 
1 to accept it, but be told me that both the 
uraJ warmth and meianclioly of his temper 
de him unfit for it ; and that, moreover, he 
!W very well thi \ in those ministerial eni' 
yment^ the course of huainess made it ne- 
aary to do many hard things, and some 
ust ones, which could only be authorized 
the Jesuitical casuistry of lie direction of 

intention, a doctrine which he said he could 

poaaibly adopt. Whether he was the first 
t ever made that objection, I cannot affirm, 

I suspect that he will be the lost. 
3e waa a true constitutional, and yet prac- 
tble patriot ; a sincere lover, and a zeajoua 
ertor of tlie natural, the civil, and the reli- 
lu right* of bis country. But he would 

qnurel with the crown fbr Bome slight 
(cbea of the preTogative^ nor with the p«0< 
21 1. 
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aoch WIS bis diffidence upon that subject, that 
he never coutd be persuaded that muDkind 
thought of him aa they did. For surely nerer 
man h&d a higher leputatioo, and Devei man 
enjoyed a more universe eeteem. Even knaves 
respected him, and fool9 thought they loved him. 
If he had any enemies, (for I protest I never 
knew one,) they could only be such us were 
weary of always hearing of Ariatides the Just. 

He was too subject to sudden gusta of pas- 
sion, but they never hurried him into any il- 
liberal or indecent expression or action, so 
iavinoihly habitual to him were good-nature 
ajid good manners. But, if ever any word 
happened to fUl from him in warmth, which, 
upon sDbsequent reflection, he himself thought 
too strong, he was never easy till he had made 
more than a sufficient atonement for it. 

He had a most unfortunate, I will call it a 
most latal, kind of melancholy in his nature, 
which oflen made him both absent and silent 
in company, but never morose or sour. At 
other times he was a cheerfiil and agreeable 
companion; but, conscious that he was not 
alw^m so, he avoided company too much, aai 
was too often alone, giving way to a train of 
^ooE^ reflectkinBi 

His conslatation, which was never robust, 
broke rapidly at the latter end rf bis life. He 
had two severe strokes of apoplexy or palsy, 
which considerably affected his body and his 



of the t?uth to the best ot my kbuw^-s. 
owed this emdl tribute of j«rt«5e, «uch « 
to the memory of the be«t maa I ever k 
and of the dewest friend I ever la»A. 
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leiauie-^ough for tnnm, but i* «W« 
enoueh too for better thingB—I »«« w 
3 bookm «d. what » t^ jr« ' 
converang with yourself «w»« J^", 
dav. Lwd Shaftesbury recommei>a»«d 

J^Ltic^ to dl authors ; sad L wwW , 
Sitto.]lmen:theywotddbe^ 
^it. Sane people have not time, «ii 
£vJincEoi;toentorintoUuteo«^ 
nav very many dread it, and Ayto «« 
S tosipations in order to avoid it 

^^ould^.noth.lf«»hourevejy,S 
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I do oot regret the tiine UiKt I have passed 
in i^tBure* ; they were aeasomble ; lliey were 
the ploasuTea of youth, aod I enjoyed them 
while youn((. If I had not, I should probably 
have ovemlued them now, as we &re very apt 
to do what we do not know; but, knowing 
them as I do, I know their real vslue, and how 
much tbey are genenlly overrated. Nor do I 
regret the time that I have passed in bueiness, 
for Qie aaine reason ; those who see only the 
oatnde of it imagine that it has hidden channa, 
which they pant after ; and nothing but ac- 
qaaiotance can nndeceive them. I, who have 
beefi behind the scenes, both. of pleasure and 
ItiuineBH, and have seen all the springs and 
pnllejs of those decorations which astonish and 
dazKle the audience, retire, not only without 
regret, but with contentment and satisfaction. 
Bot what I do, and ever shaU^ regret, is the 
time which, while young, I lost in mere idle- 
nesB, and in doing nothing. This is the com- 
moll effect of the ihconsideracy of youth, 
■gainst which I beg you will be most carefiiUy 
upon ytfur guard. The value of moments, wh a 
oast np, ii) immente, if well employed ; if 
thrown away, their lom is irrecoverable. Ev- 
ery moment may be put to some use, and that 
with much more pleaeure than if unemployed. ' 
Do not imagine that by tbb employioent of I 
tuM I mean an timnteita^& w^iKAaAKib. ' 
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J __uuu Miu luim you tor the ' 

tracli joo- dioncten, and aliow ) 
DMUk Jieut in its ungiurded inii 
then remember to moke that dm < 
have known manj peoplst fcom 
mind, go through both pleasure ai 
with eqotl inattentiott, neither ei 
one, ner d<nng the other ; thinl 
selvea men of pleasure because 
mingled with those who were, ai 
hnsinesi, because thejr lud bwin 
though they did not do it. Whate- 
do it to the purpose ; do it thorou^ 
perficially. .Sppr^ondiita ; go to 
of things. Any thhig half done, or b 
is, in my mind, neither done nor km 
Nay, woEse, for it often misleads, 
hudly any place, or any company, ^ 
may not gun knowledge, if you pleai 
every body knows aome one thing, a 
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mbo qsed frequently to say, << Take care of 
iiie peiiee, for the pounds Will take care of 
^tbeii^irives." This was a just and sensible 
j^ieetion in a miser. I recommend to you to 
take care of minutes, for hours will take care 
of themselves. I am very sure that many 
pec^le lose two or three hours every day by 
not taking care of the minutes. Never think 
waif portion of time whatsoever too short to be 
^tDfilojired ; something or other may always b^ 
ddiie in it. 



TOLERANCE. 

Remember, at the same time, that errors and 
mistakes, however gross, in matters of opinion, 
if tiiey are sincere, are to be pitied, but not 
pvuuBhed nor laughed at The blindness of 
t&e URderstanding is as much to be pitied as 
the blindness of the eyes ; and there is neither 
jest nor guilt in a man's losing his way in 
lather tase. Charity bids us set him right if we 
xan, by arguments and persuasions ; but Char- 
ity^ at the same time, forbids either to punish 
or ridicule his misfortune. Every man's rea- 
son is, and must be, his guide ; and I may as 
well expect that every man should be of my 
inze and complexion, as that he should reason 
jttst 88 I do. Every man seeks for truth, but 
'Qoi, only knows who has found it It ii 
therefore, as unjust to persecute, as it is r 
itifd to xidicnle people foi tSioe^ «.^N^\iL ^ 



uoi ne WHO honestly and sincerely believi 
lie. 
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Be extremely upon your guard against y 

ty, the common fUling of unexperienced y« 

but particularlytgainstthat kind ofynxaltf 

dubs a man a ciMEComb; a character wh 

once acquired, is mcnre fudelible than thai 

the priesthood. It is not to be imagined 

how many different ways vanity defeats its < 

purposes. One man decides peremptorily n 

every subject, betrays his ignorance upon nu 

ind shows a disgusting presumption up^m 

'est. Another desires to appear succes 

imong the women ; he hints at the encoora 

aent he has received, from those of the n 

istinguished rank and beauty, and intinu 

particular connexion with some onA • 5^ ' 
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UhI their intim&te fnend Mr. Such-a-one, with 
irhom, poenbly, they ue hardly acqii&inted. 
Sot, adnitting it nil to b« as they would ht-ve it, 
whM then? Have they the more merit for 
titese accidenle P Certainly Dot. On the con- 
truy, their taking up adventitious, proves their 
want of intriiuic merit ; a rich man never bor- 
TOWH. Take thia rule for granted, as a nev« 
Ailing one — That you mtut never aeem t 
afiect the character in which you have a mind 
to Hbiue. Modesty is the only sure, bait when 
yon angle for praise. The a^ctation of cc 
age will make even a brave man pass only for 
a bully ; as the affectotiaii of wit will m^e a 
man of parts pase for a coxcomb. By thia 
modesty I do not mean timidity and awkward 
bashtutiieBs. On the contrary, be inwardly 
firm and steady ; know your own value, what- 
ever it may be, and act upon that principle [ 
but take great care to let nobody discover that 
you do know your own value. Whatever re«l 
merit you have, other people will discover, ai 
people always magnify their own diecoverie 
aa they lessen those of others. 



Great talents and great virtues (if you shoult 
have them) will procure you the respect and' 
the admiration of mankind, but it is the lefi.° 
talenta, the Uaiora mrlvtei, which must | 
cnnymi their love uklaffectioi^ t^lw 
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lutelj incompatible witii leve and afibctJonT 
Ccsaf Jiad ail the great vices, and Cato 
the great Tirtues that inen could have. ] 
Deaar had the laikrtt viHutes^ which Ca 
wanted ; and which made him beloved, ct< 
iy bk enemies, and gained him the heatts 1 
lankind, in spite of their reason : while Ca 
rna not even beloved by his fnends, notwitl 
tandmg the esteem and respect which the 
ould not refuse to his virtues ; and I am u 
) think, that if Cesar had wanted, and Cai 
osse^ed, those Unioret vkiuies, the fbnm 
ould not have attempted, (at least with am 
3SS,) and the hitter could not have protectee 
le liberties of Rome. Mr. Addison, in hi 
ato, says of Cesar, (and I believe with troth 

" Oowc on his virtoet; they've undone his ooontry." 

Y which he means, those lesser, but engag 
g virtues, of gentleness, afikbility, com^ai 
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Wii«rau Henrj IV. of Fruiee, 
«a nuieh ccMnge, uul ww mac 
gaged ia wars, wu genenlljr ] 
Account of hia lower ind social 
are all so formed, that our under 
geoerallf the dt^et of oui hear 
oor paaaioiiB ; and the surest wa 
mer la through the latter, which 
gaged bf the Itniortt inrtuiti a 
maimer of exerting them. The in 
of a proud man is, for example, if j 
shocking than hia rudeneaa could 
he shows jou, by his manner, tba 
mere condeBcension in him; i 
goodness alone bestows upon j 
have no pretence to claim. He 
' protection, instead of his tHenda) 
cious nod, instead of an usual bon 
signifies his consent that you n 
invitation that you should sit,' i 
drink with him. 

The costive liberality of a pun 
iiuulls Uie distresses it sometimes 
takes care to make you feel your 
tunea, and the diKrence betwei 
situation and his ; both which he 
be justly merited: yours, byyoi 
by his wisdom. The arrogant pe 
communicate, but promnlgetea hL 
He does not give it you, bat he ii 




the Stnmr coiiftrred,-by renmi 
motive whieh prodncod, and Ou 
accoiapKBied it. 

ThOM &alte pcant oat tbui < 
tioiu, and your own good •pnai 
raggMt tbem to yoa. 

voLTAiiLB Ajn» i,aut 
Voltaire «e;it me, from Boriii 
a^lo de Looia XIT. It cum 
per time ; lord Bolingbioke had 
how hiBtory shonld be read ; 
nte how it abould be written, 
that it will meet with almost aa 
reader*. Voltaire ronst bo criti 
■every man's &7oarite ia attacl 



CHCBTERFtELD. 253 

He telle m« all I nant to know, and nothing 
more. His reflectionp are abort, jitel, aod pro- 
duce others in his readers. Free from religious, 
philoeophicaJ, politica], and national prejudices, 
beyoad any hialorian I ever met witli, he roltttes 
all those matters as truly and sb impartially, as 
certain regards, which miist always be to some 
degree observed, will allow him : for one sees 
pJajnJy, that he often aays much less th^o he 
would say, if he might. He hath made me 
much better acquainted with the times of Louia 
X[V. than the innumerable volumes which I 
had read could do ; and hath guggesled this 
reflection to me, which 1 had never made be- 
fore, — His vanity, not his knowledge, made him 
encourage all, and introduce many art? and 
sciences in^is country. He opened in a man- 
ner the human understanding in France, and 
brought it to its utmost perfection ; his age 
equalled in all, and greatly exceeded in many 
things (pardon me, pedants^) tJie Augustan. 
This was great sjid rapid ; but stjll it might 
be done, by the encouragement, the applause, 
and the rewards of a vain, liberal, and magnifi- 
cent prince. What is much more surprising 
is, that he stopped the operation of the human 
mind just where he pleased ; and seemed to say, 
" Thus far shalt thou go, and no ferther." For, 
a bigot to his religion, and jealous of his power, 
free and rational thoughts upon eiiher never 
entered into a French head during his reign ; 

^liiiaBaMHBBaiiHBHiHa 
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ide and vanity v 
art ; and obliter 
e favour confen 
Dtive which prod 
companied it. 
These faults po 
>ns, and your o' 
ggest them to ; 
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cx^^x o. w « ^^ «6oiriii^ wiiit Jie calls » pn|« 

ery man's usertiDg himself. Amnd nm» 

3judice is .wowweAinBelf to be either tfccMfeo 



VOLTAI 

Voltaire s^t 
^c\e de Louis 
T time ; lord 
•w history sb 
3 how it she 
at it will me 
aders. Vo 
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jfT acquicHCes than wrangles. A vulgar 
■/b conversation always savours strongly of 
■ ilownesB of his educatioD and company, it 
Im chiefly upon his domestic afiaire, his ser- 
Ijts, Uie excellent order he keeps in his own 

B^ly, and the little anecdotes of the neigh- 
nrbood; all which he relates with emphasis, 

_^teresting matters. He is a man gossip. 

■"Vnlgariam in language is the next and 



itlimg with more care than that Proverbial 
jasions and trite sayings are the flowers 
_Pthe rhetoric of a vulgar man. 



I much question whether an impartial char- 

■ ,/lCter of Sir Robert Walpole will or can be 

'■V (tamsroitted to posterity ; for he governed this 

,/kiiigdom EO long, that the various passions of 

L jramnkind mingled, and in a manner incorporated 

:lves, with every thing that was said or 

against him. Never was man more 
I or more abused, and his long power 
probably the chief cause of both. 1 was 
much acquainted with him, both in his public 
and private life. 1 mean to do impartial justice 
to his character, and therefore my picture of 
him vrill, perhaps, be more like him than it will 
be like any of die other pictures drawn of him. 
In prirate life he was good-ii&bn«d, cticvri^ 



I it k always yicoDsistent with digi 
; i very able as a minister, but witl 
' ~^ elevation of mind necessary for | 
great mischief. Profuse and 
ambition was subservient to his < 
king a great fortune. He had 
Mazarin than the Richelieu. 1 
mean things for profit, and neve 
doing great ones for glory. 

He was both the best parliaau 
the ablest manager of parliamc 
lived. An artful, rather than 
speaker, he saw, as by intuition, tl 
of the house, and pressed or rec 
ingly ; so clear in stating the n 
matters, especially in the financec 
he was speaking, the most igno: 
that they understood what they r 
Money, not prerogative, was the 
of his administration, and he emp] 
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ed) must ruin it. Besides thia powcrrul engine ' 
of government, he had a moat extraordinary 
talent of persuatHn^ and working men Up to 
his purpose. A hearty kind of fhuikness, which 
sometimes seemed imprudence, made people ' 
think that he let them into his Kecreta, whilst 
the impoliteness of hie manners seemed to at- 
test his sincerity. When he found any body 
proof againat pecuniary temptations, B^iich, 
alas ! was but seldom, he had recourse to a 
still wtvsa art; for he laughed at and ridiculed 
all notions of public virtue and the love of one's 
country, calling them "the chimerical, school- 
boy flights of classical learning ;" declaring 
himself, at the same time, " no saint, no Spar- 
tan, no reformer." He would frequently ask 
young fellows, at their hist appearance in the 
world, while their honest hearts were yet un- 
tainted, " Well, are you to he an old Roman ? 
a patriot? you will soon come off that, and 
grow wiser." And thus he was more danger- 
ous to the morals than to the liberties of his 
country, to which I am persuaded he meant no 
ill in his heart. He was the easy and protiise 
dupe of women, and in some instances inde- 
cently so. He was exsesaively open to flat- 
tery, even of the grossest kind, and feraa the 
coarsest bunglers of tliat vile profession, which 
engaged him to pckss most of his leisure and 
jovial hours with people whose blasted charac- 
ters reflected upon his own. He was loved 
by man/, but respected by nom \ ^w ^Hst^ax 



raiy, vefy jdacalile to those who had io- 
1 him the moet Hia good -humour, good- 
re, and beneliceDCe, in the several relationa 
alher, husband, master, and friend, gained 
the warmest affections of all within that 
le. His name will not be recorded in hia- 
' among the "best men," or the "beat 
listers," but much less ought it to be nut- 
unong the wont. 

CHAKACTBk or HS. POLTESE*. 

Mr. Pult«Qe7 was formed by nature for so- 
il and convivial pleasures. Resentment made 
n engage id business. He bad thought him* 
If slighted by Sir Robert Walpole, to whon 
! publicly avowed uot only revenge but utte: 
atruction. He had lively and shining partt 
surprising quickness of wit, and a happy tar 
■ > - ^^^ ••*w^incr and entertuning kindflo 
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ed U> tiie impetuosity sjid TeetlesflneM of IriB 
iTOqvCT, msde him incapable of condocting it 
long t«gether with prudence and steajiness. 

He was a, most complete orator and debater 
is the house of commonE ; eloquent, entertoin- 
il^, perBoaeive, strong, and pathetic, fta occa- 
sion required : for he bed arguments, wit, and 
tean at command. His breast was the seat 
sf-all those passions which degrade our natufC 
and disturb our reasoD. Tbere they raged ia 
perpetual conflict; but aTurice, the MeaneBt 
of them all, generally triumphed, ruled atieo- 
Intely, and, in man; instances, which I fbibeU' 
to ntention, most scandalously. His sodden 
passion was outrageous, but supported by great 
pergonal courage. Nothing exceeded his am- 
bition but his avarice ; they often accompany, 
and are frequently and reciprocally the caosea 
and the efTecta of each other ; but the latter ie 
always a clog upon the former. He afibcted 
good-nature and compassion, and perhaps bis 
heart might feet the misfortunes and djabesses 
of his feUow -creatures, but his hand mas sel- 
dom or never stretched out to relieve tiiem. 
Though he was an able actor of truth and gm- 
cerity, he could occasionally lay them aside to 
serve the purposes of his ambition or avarice. 

He was once in the greatest point of view 
tliat ever I saw any ent^ect in. Wben the op- 
poBildon, of which he wai leader is the hotiiie of 
' I, ;t«VaQe4 at laat nfHut m lUtett 



iag hifl pntoction, the Utter his raiqi 
that critical moment hie Tcriooa juri 
sioDB were in the highest ferment, ui 
while Bturponded his ruling one. 8i 
eh&me made him hesitate at turning 
on 1 sudden, tfter hating acted the pi 
long, and with bo much applause ; 
pride made him declare that he wonld 
of no place ; vainly imagining that he 
by Bucfa a simulated and temporary self 
preserre his popularity with the pub 
his power at cooit. He was mistaken . 
for the king hated him almost as much I 
he might have done, as for what he ha 
and a nurtley ministry was formed, wl 
no means desired his company. The 
looked upon him as a deserter, and he 
into insignificancy ^d an earldom. 

He made several attempts afterward 
trieve the ooDortunitv he had lost, but i 
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' I may, perhaps, be suspected to have given 
too strong a colouring to some features of this 
portrait; but I solemnly protest, that I have 
(jbrmwn it conscientiously, and to the best of my 
knowledge, from a very long acquaintance with 
and observation of the original. Nay, I have 
lather softened than heightened the colouring. 



THE Eirn. 



